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Diary Dates July 2008  
For more detail see the weekly notice sheet  

Sunday 6th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Service  

Wednesday 9th  9.30 - 11.00  Pre School Praise  

Sunday 13th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Communion (Methodist)  

Wednesday 16th  9.30 - 11.00  Pre School Praise  

Sunday 20th  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Morning Worship  

Wednesday 21st  9.30 - 11.00  Pre School Praise  

Sunday 27th  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  (Anglican)  

EDITORIAL MESSAGE  
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although  they may not always 

represent the views of the whole Church.  We are grateful for the financial support of our 
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered  

ROTAS 
Could you please consider volunteering 
for one or more of the roles on the rotas, 

which are needed to keep the Church 
running smoothly.  We really need more 
people to come forward, so that no one 

has to be called upon too often - at 
present that is what is happening.   

 

Coffee and Cleaning are the most urgent 
(someone will show you the ropes) but anything 

that you can do will be of great help.  
There is a list in the Narvex or speak to 

Norma or one of the Wardens or 
Stewards.   

 

Please, donôt just think ñsomeone else 
will do itò   We really do need you! 

Thank you 
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June ~ July  2008  

The Parish Magazine  

of St Hugh and St John  

 ~ Church in Chells ~  
An Anglican & Methodist  Ecumenical Partnership  

Our Vision is that the communities of which we are a part will be  
Centred on Jesus Christ;   Filled with love, joy and hope;   

Living life to the full;  With God as our King  

Optional 

Donation  

£1  

ñAre not two sparrows sold for a 

penny? Yet not one of them will fall to 

the ground apart from the will of your 

Father. And even the very hairs of 

your head are all numbered. ò 

Mathew 10 : 29 - 30 
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WHO'S WHO at St Hugh  & St John  

Vicar  
Rev Duncan Campbellééé.... 
shsj@nildram.com  

 
4 Mobbsbury Way....... 

354 307  

Curate  
Rev Fiona Wheatley 
Fiona.wheatley@ntlworld.com 

 
90 Ferrier Roadééé 

 
745 971 

Churchwardens    

Terry Budin-Jones 25 Ayr Close 214 991 

Ruth Jermyééééééé. 257 Chells Way éé... 361 799 

Stewards    

Terry Coplandééééééé. 47 The Pastureséé... 350 662 

Sunil Jayewardeneééééé. 81 Siddons Road 357 650 

Church Office   -   open  Saturday 10am - 11 am 
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc  

 
748 814  

Administrator éééééééé. To be appointed  

Treasurer ééééééééé... Hazel Roethenbaugh. 369 083 

Vice Treasurer.................... ééé.. Alice Edwardsé.. 362 560 

Gift Aid Secretaryééééééééé... Peter Jermy éé... 361 799 

Organist/Church Music.................. ...  David Nobleééé. 215 091 

Junior Church..........................éé.. Margaret Nobleéé.. 215 091 

Scouts, Cubs..............................é... Peter and Ruth Jermy .. 361 799 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é... Tina Walsh éééé. 239 985 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship é. Rita Killickéééé. 358 679 

House Groups ééééééé... Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307 

Church Flowers ééééééé.. Olive Rispinééé.. 236 950 

Hall Manager éééééééé. Derek Fieldsend 07981 
013 467 

Newsletter Editorééééééé.. Hazel Roethenbaugh 369 083 

Web Site ééééééééé. Media Group 369 083 

Website Addresséééééé.. www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk 
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The deadline for items for the next edition will be   

SUNDAY 22ND JUNE  
Please send your copy either by email to:  

roethenbaugh@talktalk.net  
or post to Hazel Roethenbaugh  

Spider Cottage, 67 Beane Avenue  Chells Manor SG2 7DL  

or phone it through to Hazel on  01438 369 083   
or give to Duncan or Fiona  

 

THE NEXT EDITION OF THE PARISH MAGAZINE  
WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM SUNDAY 3 RD AUGUST 

 

Diary Dates June 2008  

Sunday 1st  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Service with Baptism  

Saturday, 7th  2pm - 4pm NEARLY NEW SALE  
In the Church Hall  

Sunday 8th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Communion (Methodist)  

Tuesday 10th  7.45 for 8pm  Joint Church Council Meeting  

Wednesday 11th  9.30 - 11.00  Pre School Praise  

Sunday 15th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Morning Worship  

Wednesday 18th  9.30 - 11.00  Pre School Praise  

Sunday 22nd  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  (Anglican)  

Wednesday 25th  9.30 - 11.00  Pre School Praise  

Sunday 29th  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  (Anglican)  
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TOM RYAN  

Home Maintenance  

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

 

Tel: 01438  356674 
Mob: 0788 421 5869  

 

Painting &  Decorating, 
Flooring, Roof Tiling 

Gutter Cleaning  & Repairs 
 

need it done yesterday?  
Give Tom  a call 

 

NO OBLIGATION  
 ESTIMATES  

 
Many thanks to our advertisers whose  contributions help  toward the cost of 

publishing this Magazine.   For more information, or if you know  
someone who  would  like to advertise with us  yourself, please contact  

 Marianne West on  232252 or Hazel Roethenbaugh on 238065  
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Where is God when ...?  
 
Burma cyclone: 78,000 dead 56,000 missing. 
China earthquake: 71,000 dead or missing. 
Zimbabwe : Post-election violence: deaths, beatings, 
destruction. 

 

These are just a few topical examples. It isnôt hard to think of 
more either close to home or abroad. Where is God when life is so awful? As 
Christians we need to know how to avoid  

 
(1) sinking into despair,  
(2) lift those who feel utterly helpless and  
(3) answer people who will question our faith in the light of such events. 

 
First, many "natural" disasters are only disasters because of poverty or wrong 
choices. It is human beings whose choices result in a lack of early warning 
systems, flood defences or earth quake resistant buildings. It is human beings 
in the Burmese government who have refused to allow outside help into their 
county for the past 18 days. Much suffering is caused by or worsened by 
people. God has given us freedom to choose and too often people make bad 
choices. 

 

However, God has not abandoned us but sent his Son Jesus to save us. He 
is present in our world through his Spirit. This is important: God has not 
walked away from us . Because of all that Jesus has done, we will not 
despair and are not helpless  God wills us to change our attitudes and 
actions. He has given us his Spirit to help us be changed and to change our 
world. 

 

Second, God is present in every disaster area, through his Spirit and through 
Christians, through people of goodwill who try to relieve suffering. So far £8 
million has been donated to the Burma appeal. Much more will have come in 
through Christian Aid week (To those who collected, many thanks. To those 
who could have but didnôt, please think about it for next year!) 

 

Third, prayer makes a difference to us and to the people we pray for. As I 
write the Burmese government seems to be opening up. How much of that 
ultimately is due to our prayers. 

 

Fourth, there is more to life, than this life. Thatôs immense hope. We are 
saved by Jesus death and resurrection but God still holds us responsible for 
the choices we make and the decisions we influence. 
 

Duncan 
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One of the worst fears experienced by pet owners is what will happen to their 
animal companion if they die, fall ill or have to move into residential care. 
The Cinnamon Trust is the only specialist national charity for people in their 
last years and their much loved, much needed companion animals. The Cin-
namon Trust was founded for elderly people and their pets, but its services 
are also offered to terminally ill pet owners, for they sadly, and often prema-
turely, are faced with the same worries and fears as elderly pet owners. Any-
one of any age can make arrangements for pets that may outlive them to 
come to the Trust's care. 

 

The Cinnamon Trust's primary objective is to respect and preserve the treas-
ured relationship between owners and their pets. To this end it works in part-
nership with owners to overcome any difficulties that might arise. A national 
network of over 10,000 community service volunteers has been established 
to provide practical help when any aspect of day to day care poses a problem 
- for example, walking the dog for a house- bound owner. A national fostering 
service is provided for pets whose owners face a spell in hospital - volunteers 
take pets into their own homes and supply love and care in abundance until 
the owner and pet can be reunited. 

 

When staying at home is no longer an option the Trust 
can also help, they have a Pet Friendly Care Homes 
Register which lists residential nursing homes happy to 
accept residents with pets. The trust will also provide 
long term care for pets whose owners have moved to 
residential accommodation which will not take pets or 
pets whose owners have died. 

 

Arrangements are made between the owner and the 
Trust well in advance, when possible, giving the owner 
peace of mind in the knowledge that their beloved com-
panion will have a safe and happy future.  

 

The two home sanctuaries run by the trust don't put pets into kennels or 
cages. Instead there are large, warm rooms to share, with armchairs, sofas, 
carpets ï and even TVs ï to ensure the pets are not traumatised and made to 
feel as though they are still in their own home. 

 
 

The Cinnamon Trust. 10 Market Square, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 4HE  
Telephone: (01736) 757900  www.cinnamon.org.uk 
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All aspects of carpentry, 
maintenance and odd jobs. 
Flooring, Doors, locks, 
Skirting 
Kitchens, Architraves, 
Decking 

 

Free estimates, fully insured  

 

10 years experience 
Give us a call  

 on  
01462 815131 

or 
   07710 290 163 

R & G CARPENTRY  

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page 

Austin's  24 

Christopher's Optician 23 

H & J Plumbing 19 

Laundromat 26 

London Bread & Cake Co 25 

Nails of Eden 23 

R & G Carpentry 25 

Rays of Sunshine 26 

Tom Ryan  26 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP 
We made a good start to our summer session when Fiona gave us an 
inspiring and humorous talk on Angels. She brought along a number of 
pictures and statuettes portraying angels, but do we really know what angels 
look like unless weôve actually seen one? We were also given a detailed 
picture of the hierarchy of the angel world. 

 
 

Meetings are held in the Church Hall on Wednesdays at 7.45pm. Anyone 
may come, just turn up. Subscriptions are £1 per meeting and include a cup 
of tea or coffee and a biscuit. 

June  4 FLYING FOR LIFE 
  a talk by David Rolfe on the work of Mission Aviation  
  Fellowship ~ small sales table 
 

 11 THE WORK OF THE STEVENAGE CONTACT   
  CENTRE 

 a talk by Lin Martin Haugh ~ bring and buy stall 
 
 

 18 Come & Watch a VIDEO  
 
 25 DIY FLOWER ARRANGING EVENING  
  Please bring scissors and a container 
  
July    2 MONASTIC LIFE 

  a talk by Rev Fiona Wheatley 
 
 

 14 LUNCH AT WYEVALE GARDEN CENTRE, CODICOTE  

  leave Stevenage at 11.30am, everyone welcome  
  BUT everyone pays for themselves 

SUMMER PROGRAMME 

Quite Interesting é.....In the 1500ôs most people got 
married in June because they took their yearly bath in 
May and still smelled pretty good by June   However, they 

were starting to smell, so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body 
odour. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married. 

 

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water The man of the house had 
the privilege of nice clean water then all the other sons and men, then the 
women and children last of all the babies. By then the water was so dirty you 
could actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying ''Don't throw the baby out 
with the bathwaterò 
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     Lemmings Holiday 

 

Week 1: 26th July-2nd Aug  Week 2: 2nd Aug-9th Aug 

 

This is a Christian holiday for children in school years 
4-7. This is an amazing opportunity for these young-
sters to have a week away in Surrey, in a beautiful 
boarding school.  They get to meet lots of new 
friends and take part in many exciting activities, both 
on-site and off-site.  There is a swimming pool on-
site and a sports hall.  There are many baking and 
craft sessions. They can opt to take an off-site trip to 
bowling, a flumed swimming pool or ice-skating.  
There is also a day trip to Chessington World of Ad-
venture. There is evening entertainment in a form 
very similar to that of Launchpad.  There is a scrip-
tural teaching delivered in a fun, interactive way with 
fun and games.  

 

The cost of the holiday £170 which includes all activi-
ties (except the off-site ones which are an additional 
£4 per trip), food, accommodation, crafts and on-site 
sports and activities. 

 

We have an amazing team that ógoes the extra mileô 
year after year to host a holiday that fulfils the young-
sters physically, emotionally and spiritually.  Of that 
team the members of St Hugh and St John that help 
to make this experience happen are: Matt Harvey, 
Mark Smith, Karen Fieldsend, Derek Fieldsend, 
Kerry-Lee Fieldsend and Diana Northey.  Of the 
Launchpad team that goes are the above plus Tim 
Simson, Sam Cayton, Warren Ashworth and Tracy 
Plumpton. 

 

Please consider prayerfully the chance of your child 
being able to be part of this holiday.  If there are fi-
nancial difficulties please speak to me as there are 
various options, one of which is a grant that we have 

successfully obtained for others already. 

 

You can obtain further information and booking form from: 

WWW.LEMMINGSHOLIDAYS.CO.UK 

Tracy Plumpton (01438)314314 
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The London Bread & Cake Co  

13 The Hyde  ~ Tel:   353444 
We can supply fresh bread, rolls and cakes   

Part baked rolls  - filled rolls and sandwiches, 
drinks and crisps  - Hot sausage rolls, pasties and 

bacon rolls  
Birthday & Celebration cakes    -   Tea, coffee and soup  

http://www.lemmingsholidays.co.uk/
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VACANCY  

Reporting to the CEO and providing timely management in-

formation to the trustees, this is the senior finance role in this 
medium sized regional charity.  You will be responsible for 

managing the finance function in the Stevenage office, with 

one member of staff reporting to you and the rest of the or-

ganisation (30 staff, plus volunteers) working with you.  The 
job is not full time (approx 15 ï 20 hours per week) and 

hours can be worked on a flexible basis to suit you.  What we 

ask in return is someone who takes ownership of the tasks 

and assumes responsibility for their role in a strong team.  
This is an exciting time for the organisation and an excellent 

opportunity for someone to build a job to fit their life.  
  
£15 -  £20 per hour depending on experience, with a view to 

establishing a permanent salary basis at the end of the first 6 

months.  
  

For more information about us, please see our website:  

www.yeee.org.uk  
 

A detailed job spec. and application details are available from 

 

We are an equal opportunity employer 

Registered Charity no  1098610 

Would you like to Edit this Magazine?  
If you are interested in either taking over 
as Editor or helping in any way  please 
contact Hazel on 369 083 to find out just 
what is involved 
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NEXT NEARLY NEW SALES  
Saturday June 7th  

We urgently need more items to sell. Please continue to ask anyone you 
can to let us have their good quality unwanted items. 

Can you help on the day?  We would really appreciate all offers 
please contact 

Derek & Karen Fieldsend  01438 750 169 

or 07981 013 467 

CONTRIBUTE TO YOURYOUR MAGAZINE 
Is there something missing from the magazine?  Not covering 

things you are interested in? Then get involved.  Send  items of 
news, articles, reports, dates of forthcoming events or tell us 

about your hobbies & pastimes.  Hazel would love some feedback  

Family Games Session ~ Saturday 29 th March  
By Alicia Fieldsend - 6 years old  (Olive I'm no longer Alicia 5 and a half !!)  

 

The games session was fun. Terry had fun games.  

 

We were split into groups for two games - a quiz to find all the 
clues that we could do and then Pictionary.  
 
In my group I had Nadine my little sister, Kerry my big sister, 
me and Kerry's boyfriend Shaun, 
 
We had tea after the game Pictionary. 
 
During tea we had a game about 

Stevenage Market. And we played Zip Zap Zog and then 
finished with Charades. 
 
Thank you to Cathy and Terry who organized the day 

 
 

http://www.yeee.org.uk/
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JUNIOR CHURCH NEWS ~ Margaret Noble  
As Easter was early this year, we had to hold the 
Holiday Club after Easter. As the children arrived they 
decorated thei r 
names to go on the 
team boats, then all 
together, we heard 

the story of the road to Emmaus. We walked 
round the church with the two friends, on the 
road to Emmaus, and heard about what had 
been happening in Jerusalem and then they 
were joined by Jesus but didnôt recognize 
him. When they persuaded him to stay with 
them and he broke the bread they realized it 
was Jesus who had been talking to them. 
Then we rushed back with them to tell 
everyone the good news.  
The children painted a butterfly on a stick as 
a garden ornament, a door hanger which 
said 'Jesus is my friend ........' with space for 
their own name, which they decorated and 
then the hangers were laminated to make 
them stronger. They also started making the 
lid of a box and decorate it with pictures 
connected with Easter. Each group made a boat out of cardboard which they 
decorated on Tuesday and Wednesday. Biscuits were made in the shape of a 
fish and bread.  

On Wednesday the 
c h i l d r e n  m a d e 
patterns in wax which 
were then revealed 
when paint was 
washed over the 
paper.  
We heard about when 
Jesus came into the 
upper room and 
spoke to the disciples, 
the disciples thought 
he was a ghost, so he 
asked them to bring 
fish and bread which 
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 He became Secretary of the London North District 
Synod and then Chairman of the District. In his circuit 
and district work, he is remembered as a most devoted 
pastor, an efficient and far sighted administrator and a 
preacher with a deep concern for social affairs. 

 

He retired from the ministry in 1944, although it would 
be truer to say that the most active part of his work took 
place after his retirement.  It was during his time at 
Tottenham and after his retirement from circuit work 
that he conceived and began to put into practice the 
idea that Methodism should open Homes for aged 
people. He hoped to purchase a former Deaconess 

centre in the Battersea area to be the first Methodist Home for the Aged,  
but this proved impossible owing to lack of funds and the difficulties caused 
by the Second World War. 

 

But his dream was not allowed to die. In 1942 he aroused the interest of a 
number of people prominent in the Methodist Church, brought details of the 
scheme to the 1943 Conference (the supreme decision-making body of the 
Methodist Church) and received approval. A Committee was set up and in 
1944 Conference received its report and the work began with the acquisition 
of a property in Wellington. 

 

Resources were stringently limited in those days. However, Walter Hall 
pressed on, employing a typist three mornings a week to come and help him 
in his study at home. At the same time he had the responsibility of a sick wife, 
yet by 1948 there were already six or seven Homes in being. At Hall Grange 
(named after him) in Shirley there hangs a portrait of Walter Hall by Terence 
Cuneo, a lasting memorial to a man with a practical idea which he lived to see 
come to fruition. 

 

Until very near the time of his death, he took an active interest in the work of 
the Homes, serving on the various committees and representing the 
Methodist Homes on the National Old People's Welfare Council. 

 

The efficiency and administrative gifts of Walter Hall might have given some a 
first impression of a somewhat coldly legalistic man. But is was these gifts 
that made possible the realization of the dream of a man who was, in fact, 
warm hearted, deeply compassionate and always alert to the real needs of 
people. He will be remembered ms a practical idealist whose faith and social 
concern resulted in a courageous and successful attempt to face one of the 
great needs of the 20th century - the   provision of an adequate and happy 
home life for those who are  in the eventide of their lives. He died on 20 July 

1966, in his  ninetieth year and the sixtieth year of his ministry. 
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Revd WALTER HALL  1876 - 1966  
Walter Hall was born in Nottingham in 1876 and educated at Nottingham 
University College. He entered the ministry of what was to become the United 
Methodist Church in 1906. 

 

After leaving college, he did special service in the Jamaica Mission. Returning 
to Britain, he ministered to Churches in Bramley (1907) Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds(191l), Goole, (1916) Greetland, (1920) Streatham (1925) Hackney 
(1930) and Tottenham (1942). He married Julia Florence Copestake and had 
4 sons.  

From the beginning MHAôs services have been 
open to any older person in need, regardless of 
faith.  In 2008 MHA now has more than 150 projects 
throughout Britain, offering residential, nursing, de-
mentia care, sheltered housing or housing with care, 
day care and community schemes. 

Our aim is to provide the full range of support relevant to the needs of older 
people, from companionship to intensive 24 hour nursing care. We have a 
philosophy of care that appreciates and values each person as an individual, 
and as a Christian organisation we recognise the spiritual needs of all 
those involved in our work.   

 

Methodist Homes Sunday has a new date this year ï Sunday  8th June ï 

and our theme ties in with MHAôs 65th birthday celebrations.  

 

Sixty five years is a traditional milestone along the journey of ageing ï a time 
to retire and put your feet up ï though be assured, MHA has no intention of 
doing that! 

 

We are working with more older people than ever before, and increasingly 
that work is designed to help older people find meaning and purpose in their 
later years ï so that milestones do not become millstones! 

 

There can be few people who have a life-long ambition to live in a Care 
Home, so for most of our residents and tenants we can only offer a second-
best solution to their needs. But we do aim to be the best second-best we can 
be, and to pay particular attention to addressing peopleôs spiritual needs. 

 

So on Methodist Homes Sunday, we are asking again for your generous sup-
port.   MHA is a charity, and any surplus funds are ploughed back 
into extending our services. Charitable gifts also help us to provide extra re-
sources that make a difference to the lives of the 12,500 older people for 

whom we are privileged to care. - article sourced from MHA website 
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he ate to show them he was alive. We shared bread together. 
The boxes were finished and had chocolate eggs added. We made candles in 
the shape of fishes using   moulding candle wax. A plant pot was painted with 
flowers, the biscuits were decorated and games played. 

 

On Thursday as they arrived, the children made fish shapes to go into their 
nets. We had the boats in the blue cloth óseaô and all the groups were in their 
boats as we heard the story of how the disciples were fishing all night and 
had caught nothing. A figure on the shore told them to cast their nets on the 
other side of the boat, and they had nets so full of fish they were nearly 
breaking. They realized that it was Jesus and Peter jumped out of the boat as 
quickly as he could to reach Jesus. They all came ashore and sat on the 
yellow cloth ósandô to hear what Jesus told the disciples and the questions he 
asked Peter three times. 

 

We filled the plant pots with compost and planted bulbs, decorated rabbit 
shaped egg cosies, and made prayer key rings using beads which reminded 
us of things and 
people we want to 
remember when we 
pray to God. Games 
were played and 
c a k e s  w e r e 
decorated, some to 
take home and some 
for sale on the 
following Sunday. 
When we raised 
£70 for The Junior 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Association .  

 

Many thanks to all 
who bought cakes. 
My thanks to all the good friends who helped with the Holiday Club. . If you 
would like to help at the next Holiday Club please let me know. Iôm sure 
that you will enjoy it as much as the children.  

 

Junior Church has been looking at Genesis and the creation story and the 
four groups are working well. 
We can always use more help with the children and you would only 
need to help about once a month just by coming and assisting the 
leader  

 

Margaret for the leaders and helpers of Junior Church 



Page   10  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHNôS PARISH  MAGAZINE   

On a glorious summerôs day the Church 
held itôs first ever Community Dayé.. 

The idea was to put on an event with 
several aims.  
One was to provide the opportunity for 
St.Hugh & St.John to further promote what 
it had to offer the local community and the 
participation of groups such as Launchpad, 
Pre-School Praise, Junior Church, 
Wednesday Evening Fellowship and 
Hungry for Justice certainly demonstrated 

the diversity of things that are going on.  

 

Local groups, some of which meet in the 
Church Hall, were invited to have a stall to 
promote and fund raise for themselves ï 
these included Stevenage Guiding 
Association, Stevenage Lytton Players, 
Bridgebuilders, Extravaganza, Chells & 
Manor Childrenôs Centre, Keep Well & 
Active, Fair-trade, The North Herts 
(Stevenage) N Gauge Society Area Group 
and Age Concern.  

 

The final aim of the afternoon was to entertain ï and that certainly was 
achieved. 

 

A wide range of refreshments were on 
offer in the hall from Hot Dogs, Ice Cream, 
Hot and Cold Drinks. During the afternoon 
we were treated to five live performances 
in the hall. Extravaganza kicked this off 
with a rendition of some popular Al Jolson 
numbers and later returned to perform 

some 
songs 
with the 
theme Rain & Shine. The Stevenage 
Lytton Players then twice performed some 
numbers from their upcoming production of 
Oklahoma!  In between these, Terry Budin-
Jones treated visitors to a hilarious 
monologue entitled óThe Gymô ï it is no 
exaggeration to say that this had everyone 
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  For me this has been one of the most exciting half - term studies so far as 

we demonstrated, as a club just how far we have travelled.  The meal 

times were a great time of connecting and were so calm with sharing and 

respect for each other so obvious. Our big games was ôDouble-or-Dropõé

for those that can remember the good old favourite from Crackerjack. 

It was a great success and the kids fully engaged with it.  The parents 

loved it too when they joined us.   

 

We have sent out letters out this 

week to invite our older 

ôLaunchpaddersõ to stay later next 

half - term to get a feel for the 

interest in extending ôLaunchpadõ 

to ôLaunchpad plusõ.  This will run 

until 9pm after Launchpad  

and will be a time to connect with 

these young folk. Activities will be 

held but we are hoping the 

youngsters  

will guide us to what they would 

like.  

 

If you would be interested in helping with this older club I would love to 

have a conversation with you to discuss the shape of the club and our 

vision, you can contact me or leave a message on (01438) 314314.  I hope 

you will agree that these are very exciting times and times to be 

embraced and celebrated.  

  

Tracy  

 
Editorôs Comment: 
Help is needed to óclear upô after Launchpad has finished, a time when those 
who have set up and lead are exhausted.  If you can spare just 30 minutes at 
the end of the session please have a word with Duncan or Tracy - your help 
would really make a difference ...H 
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éDinamic Dining 
 

 

 

éWe have had a fantastic 

time this half term 

learning about how Jesus 

met so many different 

characters around a meal 

table and the effects on their lives.  You will have noticed the banners 

which have depicted our theme for that week.  We also ate together as 

a club and these meals were themed to reinforce the theme.  

 

Week 1: Luke 22:7 -38, The Last Supper. We shared different breads 

and toppings, washed down with blackcurrant squash. The banner with 

the candle and flower depicted our intimate meal for two with God.  

 

Week 2: Luke 5:27 -39, Levi. We shared pasta bolognaise . The waiter 

jacket -banner was to help us think about the fact that Levi didnõt just 

ôposh-itõ now he was in the know but invited Jesus to meet others that 

needed Him. 

 

Week 3: Luke 7:36 -50, Unnamed woman. Scones. The banner with the 

teapot and cup was used this week to show how we meet ôall-sortsõ in a 

coffee shop and that Jesus accepts and forgives ôall-sortsõé. We 

invited parents and carers to join us for this week and we had an 

encouraging response and some great conversations were had.  

 

Week 4: Luke 24:13 -35, Emmaus. Hot dogs were shared at the end of a 

journey through different stations reinforcing our themes so far.  The 

ôfast foodõ banner was used this week.  

 

Week 5: Luke 14:15 -24, The Great Banquet. We served up party food  

and used the banner with the party balloons to depict this weeks theme 

of Jesus inviting the uninvited.  
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crying with laughter. 
For the younger visitors Launchpad provided a bouncy castle and games in 

the garden and fruit kebab and smoothie 
making in the back room. In the chapel Pre
-School Praise and Junior Church offered 
a selection of crafts to make. Clearly these 
were very well appreciated by the children 
as many of them stayed throughout the 
event. Bridgebuilders were on hand to talk 
about their work and had a video about the 
Lemmings Holiday running throughout. 
The North Herts (Stevenage) N Gauge 
Society Area Group set up one of their 

railway displays and for the whole afternoon offered 
the chance for Children and well-behaved adults to 
óDrive a Trainô. 

The Hertfordshire 
Fire Service had 
kindly agreed to 
send a Fire 
Engine which 
was due to arrive 
during the last 
hour or so of the 
event. A succession of children were seen 
expectantly peering up and down 
Mobbsbury Way for the arrival of Red 

Watch from Stevenage Fire Station. The appliance turned up around 3pm 
and this proved to be one of the highlights of the afternoon for both the 
Children and a number the women ! 
The raffle was drawn at 3.45pm, and this neatly brought the curtain down on 
a very successful afternoon which succeeded in all its aims and in addition 
raised £320 for the Building Fund. 
As always this event would not have been 
possible without the input of so many 
people whether it be organising an activity, 
manning a stall or just supporting the 
event. These people know who they are so 
I wonôt risk listing them all and missing 
someone out ï but their efforts were 
greatly appreciated. 
 


