ST HUGH & ST JOHN’Ss PARISH MAGAZINE
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

This year the Church Christmas Bazaar will be
on Saturday 29" November and is a really
festive and enjoyable occasion, please support
us in whatever way you can, either helping,
donating or spending.

e The Bazaar is THE major Church fundraiser
of the year and to make it really successful we need to start planning
early.

If everyone can do a little bit it should not be too onerous for anyone,
so please consider how you may be able to participate in this vital
fundraising activity

e We need volunteers to clear the Church and help erect the stalls

o We need another set of volunteers to clean up and get the Church
ready for the next days service.

e We need lots of bright ideas for stalls

e We want people to run the stalls

We need you to make and donate items. This could be anything from
making cakes, jams, gift baskets and jolly jam jars and donating good
items for the tombola and raffle, plus unwanted gifts, bottles, jewellery,
toiletries, sweets, toys, books etc. Keep your eyes open for ideas and
bargains while you are enjoying your summer holidays!

Most important is PUBLICITY! Please display a poster, deliver some of
the slips around your locality and take every opportunity to tell and invite
others to this event.

There will be a Social & Fundraising and Bazaar Planning get together on
Thursday 11" September 7.30pm at 52 Sheepcroft Hill .

EVERYONE welcome, if you are unable to attend please send thoughts
and ideas for the Bazaar in advance via Terry Budin Jones, Derek
Fieldsend, Katie Woods, Sue & Geoff Clark or Cathy Smith.

EDITORIAL MESSAGE
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although they may not always

represent the views of the whole Church. We are grateful for the financial support of our
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered
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When things get tough, Optional
always remember ....... Donation
Faith doesn't get you £1
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you through it.
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WHO'S WHO at St Hugh & St John

Vicar 354 307
Rev Duncan Campb éMdbbsbury.Way.......
shsj@nildram.com

Curate

Rev Fiona Wheatley 90 Ferrier Ro@4é971...
Fiona.wheatley@ntlworld.com

Churchwardens

Terry Budin-Jones 25 Ayr Close 214 991
Ruth Jermy .......o....... 257 Chel l s Wa$61799.. . .
Stewards

Terry Copland.......26...Beane AvenBB58662. ..
Suni | Jayewar de n 81.Siddans.Road 357 650

Church Office - open Saturday 10am - 11 am
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc 748 814

Administrator ............covvinennnn.

Treasurer .....ovvvvviiieeiiiee e . Hazel Roethenbaugh. 369 083

To be appointed

Vice Treasurer..... Al.i. ce. . Edwar d.s.362.560.. .

Gift Aid Secretary.Ret.er...Jer my ..361799

Organist/Church Music...........c.c.... ... David Nobl e.... 215 091
Junior Church....... Mar.gar.et . No.bl 215.091.... .
Scouts, Cubs....... Peterand RuthJermy .. . . . .361799. . . . ...
Guides, Brownies, Rainbows .... . . TinaWalsh ............. 239 985
Wednesday Evening FR®Ililtoavs Kiip I..i ¢k ...358.679
House Groups ........cccoeveveeinne . Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307
Church Flowers .........ccccevvenns . Olive Rispin..236950
Hall Manager ...........cccoeeeennnn. Derek Fieldsend 07981

013 467
Newsl etter Edit or ...HazelRoethenbaugh 369 083
Web Site ... Media Group 369 083

Website Addr es s ..www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk

August
Sunday 3rd

Sunday 10th
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Diary Dates

For more detail see the weekly notice sheets
8.45am Holy Communion
10am Family Service with Baptism

8.45am Holy Communion
10am Family Communion (Methodist)

Wednesday 13th 12.00 - Lunch Group - bring food to share. All

Sunday 17th

1.00 pm welcome. Food, friendship and short
Bible study

8.45am Holy Communion
10am Morning Worship led by Gillian Coleby

Sunday 24th 8.45am Holy Communion

10am Family Communion (Anglican)
Sunday 31st 8.45am Holy Communion

10am Family Communion
September
Sunday 7th 8.45am Holy Communion

10am Celebrate: Lively all age worship to
begin the autumn

Wednesday 10th  9.30 - 11.00 Pre School Praise

Sunday 14th

Sunday 21st

8.45am Holy Communion
10am Family Communion (Methodist)

8.45am Holy Communion
10am Morning Worship
6.30pm Reflection: Contemporary Worship

Wednesday 10th = 9.30 - 11.00 Pre School Praise resumes

Sunday 28th

8.45am Holy Communion
10am Family Communion (Anglican)
Back to Church Sunday
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TOM RYAN

Home Maintenance
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Tel: 01438 356674
Mob: 0788 421 5869

Painting & Decorating,
Flooring, Roof Tiling
Gutter Cleaning & Repairs

need it done yesterday?

ESTIMATES

Give Tom a call .
Q NO OBLIGATION ‘

A}

Many thanks to our advertisers whose contributions help toward the cost of
publishing this Magazine. For more information, or if you know
someone who would like to advertise with us yourself, please contact
Marianne West on 232252 or Hazel Roethenbaugh on 238065

oS o Sl | e

Painting & decorating services
Carpentry, tiling, general maintenance, etc.

The best around... The cheapest around...

What more could you ask for?

Call Ray on 01438 214178
mobile: 07837 487922

LAUNDROMAT

“YOUR ONE STOP LAUNDRY & IRONING SH()I"'

ot

® Service Washes m/ f,.

* Shool Do b wd T ,/
® Coin Operated SelfService &
® Firnt Class Seevice and Prompt Delivery ¥

® Secure, Attended, Friendly & Clean Envitonment

Address: 17 The Glebe,
Tel: 01438 362772 s 07958954981

Ennaili uk
Webite: ycouk  FREE PARKING
"OUR MOTTO" You leave it « We clean it
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Neither dismayed nor afraid!

I f you"d believe the media t
verge of break-up. This is not the case. However there are
serious discussions taking place over the interpretation of

the Bible and what developments in church tradition are
legitimate. These are the real issues underlying the
controversies over homosexuality and the possible

ordination of women as bishops in the Church of England.
The future is always in God"s hands, no
On balance in recent years, perhaps partly thanks to the wider ecumenical

movement, there is a tendency towards continuing to work together, rather

than splitting apart. It is this presumption towards unity, and the knowledge

that we do have much in common, and above all the mercy of God which may

keep us together. The Lambeth Conference will be over by the time you read

this. Whatever happens, there is one Lord Jesus Christ, and he has only one

Church!

Whil st it“"s not good to have this sort
most is the way we live and proclaim our faith, so ...
COME ON LETORATEELEBR

As September begins, the holidays are over, and many will be back to school

and work. Gloomy? Not at all. We“re sta

celebration, revelling in God"s goodnes

looking forward to the future. Rather than being sorry about the end of

summer we"re | ooking towards the opport

mont hs ahead. Here are some things to w

e The | aunch of a year |l ong Bible readi:!
individual s and groups. There"I| be o]
together.

e We“re beginning a new stream of cont el
evenings.

e September 28th is Back to Church Sunday for the whole UK: a chance for
each of us to invite someone we know to try church again (or maybe even
the first time).

e A confirmation / membership service on November 19th, and a course of
preparation starting early in September. Some Junior Church members
aged 7 and over will be starting a course to prepare for admission to
communion.

It*s going to be busy but we“re celebra
going to sing and shout about it.

Duncan
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Back: oChurch hand

On September 28th 2008 thousands of people will be inviting someone
special back to church with them. People lose touch with church for all sorts
of reasons but millions would come back with an invitation.

On Back to Church Sunday 2007, people in 2,000 churches invited and
welcomed back 20,000 friends.

This year, we are supporting Back to Church Sunday, so we are asking
everyone to

e Think about who you could invite - perhaps someone
who used to come to church or maybe a friend or
nei ghbour you"d really I|iKkfcC

to any event are special. They say that whoever invited V
you is interested in you and cares about you.

e Pray for them

e Invite them (invitation cards will be available in early September)

As usual the service will be at 10 am and will be a Communion service.
There will be familiar hymns. We will be making a real effort to help our
visitors feel comfortable by the way the service is constructed and led. After
the service there will be special refreshments. We want to treat everyone
who comes on that day, whether for the 1st or the 1,000th time, as a very
important person.

i nvit
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]
R & G CARPENTRY

All aspects of carpentry,
maintenance and odd jobs.
Flooring, Doors, locks,
Skirting

Kitchens, Architraves,
Decking

Free estimates, fully insured

10 years experience
Give us a call
on
01462 815131
or
07710 290 163

\

You can find details of Back to Church )i N

Sunday at (@) @
www.backtochurch.co.uk ) -
or ask Duncan, Fiona, the Stewards, \ C(%

SN
Wardens or JCC members { ~~
Sunday September 28th
Page 4

PLUMBERS, BATHROOM
FITTERS, TILERS AND
DECORATORS

Call us now for a cuote

A bk gzmiﬁ{y [iaich

al compelitive prices

24hr emergency call out
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H&X J Plumbing

Matthew Herron

Simon |ohnson

07725689652
07809706318
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AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SERVING THE CONMUNITY SINCE 1700

24 HOUR SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS

21 HIGH STREET
STEVENAGE

01438 316623

138 LONDON ROAD
KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austinas.co.uk

AARWOOD PARK

THE HERTFORDSHIRE
FUNERAL PLAN

CREMATORIUM & MEMORIAL GARDENS

...remember what
peace there may

be in silence
SENORIAL BROCHUTRE AVAILABLE
HARWOOD PARK

WATTON ROAD
STEVENAGE

01438 815555

www.crematorinm.co.uk

EXCLUSIVE TO AUSTIN'S

PRE-PAYMENT
FUNERAL PLANS
CUSTOMISED
TO YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

AUSTIN'S » STEVENAGE
01438 316623
AUSTIN'S + KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austins.co.uk

R A =
.(;\‘ ‘,._;

AUST

MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS

MARBLE, STONE & CRANITE NEMORIALS
RENOVATIONS & CLEANING

CHODSE FROM 100+ MEMORIAL DESIGRS
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS

AUSTIN'S MEMORIALS
CHURCH STREET
WELWYN

01438 840876
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WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP ~ Rita Killick
We have recently learned about the work of two worthwhile charities. David
Rolfe spoke to us about the Mission Aviation Fellowship and showed us a film
which clearly demonstrated how their small planes are able to fly to remote
areas of the world inaccessible by road bringing much-needed goods and

personnel and transporting sick and injured people to hospital.

Lin Martin-Haugh gave an interesting account of the work of the North Herts
Contact Centre, which has premises in Stevenage and Letchworth Garden
City. This little-known charity enables children whose parents would normally
have no contact with each other to see the other parent. Referrals are usually
through the courts and the contact centre establishes the initial meeting
between the estranged parent and child in the hope that a new relationship

will develop.

In contrast we had a fun evening making our own flower arrangements with
some pleasing results.

Our autumn programme begins on 10" September:

Sept 10th
17th

24th

COME AND PLAY BEETLE

THE WORK OF THE SUE RYDER HOME STAGENHOE

a talk by Eliot Port

THE SIX WIVES OF HENRY VIl

a talk by Rev Fiona Wheatley

We also have two interesting Christmas evenings planned for December:
On a Christmas Theme, Christmas music played on a portable organ, and
An Evening of Readings and Carols.

Meetings are held during term time in the Church Hall on Wednesdays at
7.45pm. A charge of £1 is made, to include a cup of tea or coffee and a

biscuit. Just turn up, we can even provide transport, but we could do with
more drivers — can you help?

£1,312.60

donati ons

at the Community day.

i ncludi

The final total for Christian Aid this year is:

ng

This comprised of £1,170.22 collection and £142.38

Jennie"s

A blg Thank You from Terry Budin-Jones to all the collectors.
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Church giving Ruth Jermy ~ JCC Chairman

The budget for the current year shows a potential shortfall of around
£2,000.00. To make this up from the blue bag collection would mean an
extra £80.00 every Sunday between now and the end of the year. (In other
words about £1.20 more from every adult each week.)

We know this is not necessarily possible, but we would sincerely ask you to
consider whether you could add a bit more to your regular giving. For those
on fixed incomes, even an additional 10p or 20p each week can make a
difference (Mark 12: 41-44).

We are hoping to have one or two social events from which any profit will
go to church funds and we are also proposing to have two Gift Sundays in
the autumn when one off donations can be made. Possible dates for these
are 14" September and 30" November

Finally, if you have access to a computer, it may be helpful to look at the
information and resources available un-
der www.givingingrace.org. As a church,
we may well use some of this as the foun-
dation for a stewardship campaign next
spring.

The issues of giving and church finance
are not something we can ignore, but
they need to be dealt with thoughtfully,
carefully and above all, prayerfully.

Everything we do is in the name of Jesus.
If He is first in our hearts, we should not
be afraid to ask for his help about the
ways we can fund the work in this parish.

M A =t = DA

A JIOhwib="7

Thoughts on Giving ~ Colin Killick

I have stepped down from the job of Envelope and Gift Aid Secretary after
around 12 years in post and thought that a bit of reminiscing might be in
order.

When | took over from Bill Collier, the then Treasurer, all those years ago, tax
refunds depended on the donor taking a Covenant with the Church to pay an
agreed amount for at least 3 years (if | remember correctly), which in practice
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pticians For The Whole Family

Eye Examinations (Private & NHS)

Excellent Range of Designer Frames

Children's Range and Budget Frames

VDU and Industrial Spectacles

All Types of Contact Lenses

7A Station Road
Knebworth SG3 6AP
Tel: 01438 816306

21 The Glebe
Chells Way
Stevenage SG2 ODL
QUALIFIED OPTICIAN Tel: 01438 314538

Enjoy personal nail treatments

m your own home
by a professfona/ nail expert

Nails of Eden
Mobile Nail Technician

For Appointments call Tracey on:
0790 1553716

Monday to Wednesday 9am - 7pm
Thursday to Friday 9am - 5:30pm
Saturday 12pm - 4pm

nailso{:edcn @ nt]wor]cl.com

Ladies/Kiddies Nail parties
Mum and Daughter packages
Gift Viouchers available

M&C Revival are committed to customer
care. We offer a Home & Garden service -

tailor made.

Whether you are moving or improving R '

Visit our website to see how we can help

Home & Garden Specialists

Tel: 07812497615 / 07891565357

www.mcrevival.co.uk

Email: mcrevival@gmx.com

FOR ALL YOUR HOME NEEDS, DON'T DO IT WITHOUT
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) e Vet's Bills

; A woman brought a very limp duck into a veterinary surgeon. As
she lay her pet on the table, the vet pulled out his stethoscope
and listened to the bird's chest.

After a moment or two, the vet shook his head sadly and said,
"I'm so sorry, your Duck, Cuddles, has passed away."

The distressed owner wailed, "Are you sure?
"Yes, | am sure. The duck is dead," he replied.

"How can you be so sure," she protested. "I mean, you haven't done any
testing on him or anything. He might just be in a coma or something."

The vet rolled his eyes, turned around and left the room, and returned a few
moments later with a black Labrador Retriever.

As the duck's owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood on his hind legs,
put his front paws on the examination table and sniffed the duck from top to
bottom. He then looked at the vet with sad eyes and shook his head.

The vet patted the dog and took it out, and returned a few moments later with
a cat.

The cat jumped up on the table and also sniffed delicately at the bird from
head to foot. The cat sat back on its haunches, shook its head, meowed softly
and strolled out of the room.

The vet looked at the woman and said, "I'm sorry, but as | said, this is most
definitely, 100% certifiably, a dead duck."

Then the vet turned to his computer terminal, hit a few keys and produced a
bill, which he handed to the woman.

The duck's owner, still in shock, took the bill.
"£150!" she cried - "£150 just to tell me my duck is dead?!!"

The vet shrugged. "I'm sorry. If you'd taken my word for it, the
bill would have been £20 but with the Lab Report and the Cat
Scan, it's now £150.00.

€

Would you like to Edit this Magazine?

If you are interested in either taking over as Editor or
helping in any way please contact Hazel on

369 083 to find out just what is involved

—_—

~
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meant 4 years. The Covenant was a legal document, which had to be signed
and the signature witnessed. (The Inland Revenue visited the Diocese of St
Albans to check a few selected churches — not us — and were not amused to
find one church in possession of a pile of blank Covenant forms with the
witness" box already compl eted and
their giving, they had to take out a new Covenant for the difference, which
meant a lot of extra work for me keeping tabs on all the various Covenants
with different finishing dates. In theory, if the donor defaulted there could be
repercussions but it never came to that in practice. We had an arrangement
with the Covenant section of the Finance Board of the Methodist Church for
them to make a claim on our behalf, but as numbers dwindled and they

charged us for the privilege, | eventually cancelled it.
The year 2000 saw the introduction of the Gift
. . Lt Aid scheme — what a difference! The Gift Aid
[ ﬁj ﬂ' Declaration no longer had to be signed, it was
ﬁ not for a set amount or a set period, and could
even be recorded over the telephone. It made
my job very much easier: | claimed tax back on
exactly what you had given, up or down on the previous year.

There have been other changes as well over the years. Many members now
donate by standing order instead of using envelopes (some very good people
even manage to use both methods, using the envelope for their small
change!) while others give directly from work by payroll giving, or other tax-
efficient methods. If you do not yet use the envelope scheme but would like to
have a word with Peter Jermy

Now Peter has taken on the task of making
the claims and | hope you will be as
responsive to him as you have, mostly, been
to me. There are still one or two who have
frozen when | mention Gift Aid: believe me,
if you are worried about anyone learning of
your tax affairs, your fears are groundless.

One last word: the recent tax cut from 22% 7 8
to 20% has been very helpful to some o .
people who may find that they no longer pay ¢xira FREE!
tax. If this applies to you and you have

completed a Gift Aid Declaration, please speak to Peter so that we no longer
claim a tax refund on your behalf. If we do claim by mistake you may find that
you have to pay that amount back to the Inland Revenue

Page 7
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JUNIOR CHURCH NEWS ~ Margaret Noble

Junior Church has been running well but we are
going to get into a position of being very short of
Leaders by September.

At present we have two leaders who work with each
group loosely on a month on and month off basis.
However we are going to lose one leader from the 5-7 age group and one

from the 11+ age group in September.
We need you with us in our work. Training will be deted

given and there is plenty of time for you to shadow a leader before
September.

Although the leaders we are short of are from the 5-7 and 11+ age groups, if
you would rather work with a different age range | am sure we can
accommodate you.

Both the leaders who are stepping down are
moving to other work within the Church, but we
will still need dedicated leaders who are prepared
to give up time for preparation and to get to
Church by 9.30 am. to receive the children.

| hope you are out there!!l!

Please come and see me or give me a call and we can discuss any
difficulties.

I f we don“t have the | eaders we wil/ h
cause difficulties as the age range will be too great in each group and this
may mean we wil |l |l ose child
either too many children in the group or the large age
""""" range.

¢ Our other difficulty is that helpers who have said they
wilhelpdondét check their radtas
This causes great problems which are very difficult to
rectify when the service has already commenced.

On occasions | have had to come into church to get helpers as we must
have the required amount of leaders and helpers by law!!

Do you want to keep the Junior Church?

Margaret for Leaders and Helpers of Junior Church.
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Following David's
plea for more
organists, his

granddaughter,
Kayleigh, with
Adam's help, is
practising hard!

1*506:”1 girly
KL

To ANGELA CASTLE on the birth of a daughter
RUBY, a sister for Emily and Thomas.

and to JOAN & DEREK HILLMAN x's a N
on the birth of their Great Grand-
son ROWAN

We wish SUE & TERRY COPLAND lots of
happiness in their new home at
26 Beane Avenue SG2 7DL

Page 17



ST HUGH & ST JOHN’S PARISH MAGAZINE

Church Extension and Re-ordering

In case there is still anyone who is unaware of the proposals, let me confirm
that we have had plans drawn up to change the layout of the existing
kitchen/toilets/meeting room.

Under the new plans, we will open up a corridor from the entrance hall
running parallel to the sidewall of the church and extending beyond the
existing back room. This will provide access to four individual toilets (one of
which will be wheelchair accessible) and also give a door into an enlarged
meeting room, which will absorb the area currently occupied by the gents
toilets and the boiler cupboard.

The existing corridor and the ladies toilets will be opened up and included in
a greatly enlarged kitchen which will also house the re-sited gas boiler.

Copies of the plans can be made available if you have not already seen
them.

Our architect, who is applying for planning permission for us, has
completed detailed plans. The Diocesan Advisory Committee has already
approved the plans.

The JCC has also appointed Robert Noble
Associates as our CDM Co-ordinator. CDM
stands for Construction (Design and
Management). It is the job of the CDM Co-
ordinator to set standards for the construction
work and ensure that it is carried out without risk
to those working on the site.

We currently have around £36,000 in the
Building Extension fund. This is around 30% of
what we are likely to need, and although we will
continue to fundraise, we will be starting to consider appropriate grant
applications.

We are not yet in a position to suggest a starting date for the work, but
common sense indicates that 2009 may be the earliest possible date.

Ruth Jermy
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Cover to Cover ~ Are you reading! ~ Fiona

We are launching Cover to Cover in September — a new and exciting way
to read the Bible and to share it with friends in the church.

What? -We wi | | b eCouwerda Qowger Corhpeete:,,Through the Bible
as 1t havprpian pofdhé Bible, put together by Selwyn Hughes and
which pulls information from all over the bible and puts it in chronological
order so that you can read everything the bible has to say on an eventin
one place — rather than having to keep moving backwards and forwards to
find things. For example :- Day one starts with creation and pulls together
John 1:1-2, Psalm 90:2, Genesis 1:1, Isaiah 14:12-17, Ezekiel 28:13-19
and other texts to set the scene

How? — This is a year of reading that works its way through the Bible in
easy to read daily slots. At the bottom of the page there is a time line and
other information to help you gain as much as possible from the reading.
There are also ,verses to remember
the way to assist.

Who? — We are planning to set up groups to share the results of your
reading and to discuss things that come up — this is a book worth sharing!
Some groups will be small, some will be larger and we are hoping that they
will meet at lots of different times to enable people to attend. The idea is
that groups will form and arrange the best time to meet and be flexible.
Can | get an example to look at? i Yes you can! Ask Fiona she has
copies of the first days reading foryoutry—don“t be
want you to miss out on this.

Cost?- Hazel is negotiating with the publisher to get us a deal on the book,
we hope that we can get it down to under £14 a copy which is good for a
large hardback — and it will last a whole year!

NEWS FROM THE HOUSEGROUP

The House Group | what happens?

Who are the housegroup? Well when we are all together we are about 16
people who meet together to share our faith through study, discussion,
meditation and fun! We meet on most Monday evenings in term time at
each other™
start with a drink and a catch up and then get down to work — finishing
around 9.30. Why not come along as see what we are like — we love
having new members.

Page 9
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Continued from overleaf...

Andy Goldsworthy Evening

The housegroup spent a summer s eveni

modern artist Andy Goldworthy. Andy works with nature without destroying
the environment around him- he sometimes spends hours out on hillsides
using trees, leaves, ice, snow and rocks to create beautiful works of art many
of which will not last. He never damages anything and will only use the things
around him — so he often stitches leaves etc together using things like thorns.
The 14 people who met in my back garden spent a happy hour exploring this
type of art, using leaves, rocks, and flowers and well anything else they could
lay their hands on!! They chatted and worked away and with some beautiful
results. Itis much harder than it looks and takes quite a lot of thinking to
produce the right effect. Luckily it was a warm evening sunny evening and
those who did not wish to explore art were able to spend a good social
evening catching up on news and families.

Back in September

The housegroup will start meeting again in the Autumn and we have changed
the way we will work — at our last meeting in July we looked at a variety of
different resources that were available and thought about the way the
housegroup could develop. This is the timetable we came up with — it is
aimed at meeting the variety of needs and interests that people have and
enabling those who are not able to come every week to still be part of the
group. Below is some information on the four areas we are hoping to cover.

A Risk Worth Taking — in these sessions we will be doing one of two things
— firstly if there is a pressing topic in the news this will be up for discussion.
We will try to contact everyone before hand to tell them the subject and give
them a chance to explore it a bit before coming - but as ever if you just want
to come and listen then that is good too. If there is not a current topic then

we will be exploring the book A Risk Worth Taking by John Cox—, t hi s boa

explores the fundamentals of faith: a course that is challenging and relevant

to contemporary | ife and experience".

Cover to Cover - The housegroup will be one of the groups in church who will
be reading Cover to Cover a chronological version of the Bible — please see
separate article in the magazine.

Meditations — A chance to just come and be — Fiona will lead the mediations
you just have to be there! We will be using two books by Helen Jaeger called
As Day Dawns and As Night Falls. A chance to refresh your inner selves and
renew your spiritual energy.
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Having hel ped wheel away the excess
West spent a very boring afternoon weeding the overgrown front path, so that
now looks much neater.

Using some old paving
slabs Bob and Sunil
laid a path between the
back gate and the
organ door so that

+ items to be stored in
the shed have the
shortest distance to be

We were ably
supported in the
commissariat by
Karen and her
two able helpers
Alicia and
Nadine, who kept
us all supplied on
site with cups of
tea and ham rolls.

An awful lot of
work was done by
this small band,
but as the
advertisements
say: “ We "
ready, where are
you?”
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Edith
The former vicar of Combe Down, Jeremy Wordsworth (yes, he is related to

Ditchamé continued

from overl eaf
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Bible Study - An opportunity to get a bit deeper and study the bible in a bit
more depth — this time we will be investigating Ephesians using material by
John Stott.

the poet) took the service; he is not only a friend of ours, but he met Mum and

spok

e very

kindly

to her

not

l ong afte

was singing in Clare College Choir at Cambridge, over 50 years ago, he was
one of the basses standing behind me! We played a recording of me, aged

12, singing a solo from Mendel ssohn"s
appropriate:fil wi |l |l sing of thy Great mercie
ever mbrfremdsure Mum would have approved!

Church Working Day ~ Colin Killick
A very select band of workers turned out for a grey start to the Church

working day on Saturday June 21% but in spite of the small numbers and
the bad weather a surprising amount was achieved.

This is the proposed timetable for the coming sessions

Peter and |
removed the old
support wires in
the chain link
fencing that was
! damaged when the
eucalyptus tree
was blown down a
couple of winters
- ago. Ruth cleared
the excess
vegetation so that
we could actually
see the fence, then
: ¢ we started
o 5 i | renewing the

S e A WS support wires from
the Vicarage end, and managed to complete the middle wire and half
complete the top wire before exhaustion stopped play! There is still some
work to be done; with a bit of luck it will have been completed by the time
you read this.

Meanwhile Derek completed the excavation of a rectangular base at the
rear of the Sanctuary for our new storage shed, at present in pieces in the
Church garage. This hole is now shuttered ready for cement to be poured in
duecourse—anot her day®“s work for some
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September 15" 90 Ferrier Road 8pm A Risk Worth Taking
September 22™ 90 Ferrier Road 8pm Cover to Cover
September 29" TBA 8pm Social Evening
October 6™ 90 Ferrier Road  8pm Bible Study

October 13" TBA 8pm Meditation

October 20" TBA 8pm A Risk Worth Taking
October 27" TBA 8pm Cover to Cover
November 3™ 90 Ferrier Road 8pm Bible Study
November 10™ TBA 8pm Meditation
November 17" TBA 8pm A Risk Worth Taking
November 24" TBA 8pm Cover to Cover
December 1% 90 Ferrier Road 8pm Bible Study
December 8" TBA 8pm Social Evening

Stained Glass Windows in Ely Cathedral ~ David Noble

| had heard through family connections that my
great, great, grandfather had painted three
windows in Ely Cathedral. This picture is one
of them being "The Exodus". The top roundel
shows the Paschal Lamb being killed, the
second the death of the firstborn (the Plague)
and the third the Exodus showing the Pharaoh
with the exiting Israelites. The other two are
"the Babel Tower" over the Priors door and
one in the South transept. The tradition ended
45 years ago with the death of my uncle. My
Great, Great, Grandfather received five gold
medals in the 1851 Exhibition for his stained
glass work but alas these have disappeared

/=il NSRS B | since then.

Editors Note: What a pity we are not able to produce the picture in colour -
the window is truly stunning
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NOTES AND NEWS OF THE FAMILY

We welcome into this Church, by Baptism:

1st June ~ NATASHA LAUREN WRIGHT >
8th June ~ EMILY ANNA SMITH and Q‘ |ﬁ
SEBASTIAN WILLIAM UTTING Qﬁ/
6th July ~ CHLOE LOUISE STEVENS )
\(

We send our loving prayers and good wishes to all who are, or
have recently been unwell, at home or in hospital including,

JOE WILDE and RALPH SAPSTEAD

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers:
Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to your servants. the
help of your power, that their sickness may be turned into health,
and our sorrow into joy; Amen

Thank you from Marianne

Many, many thanks to all those who have helped me in so many ways;
with prayers, visits, flowers , phone calls, transport and much more during
the past few months. Marianne West

We also send our love and sympathy to all who have recently
been bereaved, especially the family and friends of :-

MARY GILFORD, HENRY GAUDION,

JEAN LOCK, GEORGE GASSTON, RONALD GIFFORD,
PETER ISAACS, GRACE BENNETT,
GODFREY HARDY, EDITH DITCHAM,

CLIFF BARNABY & TED WOODROW

Whose funerals have taken place recently.
Lord Jesus, you know the darkness of our grief;

the pain and emptiness that fills our hearts, as we grieve the passing of those we love.

We thank you for the gifts we have received through them. Amen
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Edith Ditcham ~ Edith died on 16™ June, halfway through her 93" year.

7Y

Ron and Edith Ditcham came originally from
Norfolk, and moved to Stevenage from

_| moved to a building, since demolished, opposite
the Library in the town centre here in Stevenage.

They found house prices in Stevenage expensive,
so moved into a house in Faraday Road. Ron was
for many years one of our organists and had used
some spare money to buy himself a good electric
organ for their home. After Ron died, Edith
continued to live in Faraday Road, but eventually moved into Ross Court,
opposite the Church. When that site was closed Edith found herself moved to
Grosvenor Court, another sheltered housing complex in Filey Close. Here she
found herself very isolated. She had already started to develop mental health
problems and these increased rapidly. About 4 years ago her son Geoff
arranged for her to move into a residential care home for people with
dementia near where he and his family lived in Bath.

Geoff Ditcham now takes up the story:

“Despite suffering from dementia fo
the staff in her home, and | was able to visit her regularly.

Her form of dementia was not Al zhei
involving mini-strokes in the brain. This meant losing certain abilities one by
one over a period of time. She had not spoken for several months but made
lots of happy noises — sometimes very loudly! About a month ago her legs
woul dn"t support her, and she coul d
arranging for her to transfer to a Nursing Home which could better meet her
needs. On Thursday 12th June, the staff were concerned about her
breathing, and she was taken to hospital. When | arrived she was having
oxygen, but gave me a big smile. She had a type of pneumonia and on
subsequent days she was on a mor phi
conscious, but also wasn®“t in distr

You wi ||l be glad, as we were, that
years, she remained happy and contented right to the end. The funeral, a
very simple one, took place at our local Crematorium — with lovely views of
rolling hills and fields, like the ones Mum loved camping in when she was a
Girl Guide.
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