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Smiling faces for the people who
hear the Good News about Christ
The day would not have been
complete without the biscuits, its
amazing how the children hate to get
their hands messy but ask them to
make biscuits and they are overjoyed
On day two they completed the
mobiles, bags and board games,
decorated the biscuits and played
some energetic games on the theme
of helping others and spreading the
good news.

Thursday we coloured in a happy and sad face and glued them onto a pot,
which we then filled with compost and scattered cress seeds on the top again

nd St JOHN

to remind us of the people spreading
the Good News and in a few days the
people pots should have had a lovely
head of hair. Beakers with outlines of
feet and a boat were coloured in and
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can be used as pencil pots. All those ND ENJOY
early travellers must have seen lots
of bugs as they journeyed, but
perhaps not as many as there were in
church after the children all made bug
masks to wear. What a buzzey time
we all had. Games were played on
spreading the Good News and cakes were decorated some to take home? or
eat! and some to sell for the building fund and we made £41. The cart race in
the garden was fun for the older
children. | hope all the many helpers
had an enjoyable time as well as the
children, I think they must or they
woul dnét come back y
see what the rest of you are .
missing!! = Optional

God Bless and = :
&, Donation
Many thanks to all the helpers. D
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All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although they may not always
represent the views of the whole Church. We are grateful for the financial support of our

advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered Our Vision is that the communities of which we are a part will be

Centred on Jesus Christ; Filled with love, joy and hope;
Living life to the full; With God as our King
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What | did on my sabbatical ¢&
Clergy get 12 weeks study leave every 10

year s. It &s an 0ppo and
something different ¥ 5 S i

fit into "spare time". Anne and | spent the §
first three weeks of the sabbatical in the
island of St Kitts. | arranged to work with e
the Church of the West Indies, through the &

Archdeacon, Valentine Hodge who visited
us here two years ago. Anne had made
contact with a University of Nursing on the
island and delivered some lectures during
our stay. We stayed in St Paul 6s par
vicarage which was vacant following th

St Kitts is a small island, about 20 miles long, and five miles wide. It sits
between the Atlantic and the Caribbean seas - and at the narrowest point, the
two are | ess

than I mile apart. Much ¢
usually sunny during the day, and it rains at
night. During the hurricane season, it is
stormy and very wet but the last real
_ hurricane happened several years ago.
- . o ' About 35,000 people live on St Kitts, with
_'~' another 10,000 on the sister island, Neuvis.
All the villages and towns are very close to
the coast, and the one main road runs
& around the perimeter of the island
¥ (maximum speed limit is 40 mph!).

On each Sunday | preached and twice led
services. This was an adventure since, like other parts of the Anglican
Communi on, the Church of the West I nc
sufficiently similar to our own to need a lot of concentration to avoid too many
mistakes. In addition the Anglican churches
in St Kitts are quite high church and | went
into the first service carrying two pages of
detailed notes about what to do when. |
have used incense before but not for a long |
time!
The islands were originally settled by the
Carrib Indians but the majority population |
are descendents of slaves, brought from
Africa, to work the sugar plantations. i
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HOLIDAY CLUB - Margaret Noble

We had a record number of children,
61 registered to attend this Holiday
Club. With the maximum number on
Thursday of 52. The week before the
club | had to send an urgent order for
more equipment or there would not
have been enough items for all the
children. This is one of the reasons |
would prefer everyone to register
early, or we may have to make a cut off point and not accept any children
over that number to avoid disappointing them when they arrive and find there
are not enough goodies to go round.

This Summer we have been thinking about the early Evangelists. Philip the
Deacon, who went off to preach in Samaria following the death of Stephen.
Then Philip follows and teaches the Ethloplan who was Baptlsed and went
back to his own country and very 1 ;

soon there was a flourishing
Christian community in Sudan and
Ethiopia. The final day we looked at
Paul who was a very unlikely
candidate as a missionary and must
have had a few puzzled looks from
the other early Christians who had
been in living in fear of him during
the time before his conversion.

We thought about travelling in =l '
Biblical times, on foot, by donkey and perhaps a cart, also by ship.

Each group built their own cart and added decoration!!! Mobiles with Dolphins
or Butterflies were painted, remembering the walkers and the sea travellers.
o So that we can be Eco friendly,
I\ 1 we each decorated a cloth bag
1 y to carry home all our goodies,
again with relevant ideas. A
fridge magnetic board game on
the same idea as noughts and
crosses but using feet and
smiley faces, to remind us how
the evangelists used their feet to
travel.



WHO'S WHO at St Hugh & St John

Vicar

Rev Duncan Campb éMdblskug Way....... 354 307
shsj@nildram.com

Curate

Rev Fiona Wheatley 90 Ferrier Ro&4b®&&e
fiona.wheatley@ntlworld.com

Churchwardens

Terry Budin-Jones 25 Ayr Cl oseéé&yool
Ruth Jermyééééeéées7 Chells Way6lad®. .
Stewards

Terry CoplandéééBeééBeane AvenBa6EE.
Sunil Jayewarden8&#é8ieddons Ro 897&50.

Church Office - open Saturday 10am - 11 am
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc 748 814
JCCSecretary 6 € 6 € é é é é Cathy Smith 222 515
Treasureré é ¢ 6 6 € é é é . Hazel Roethenbaugh. 369 083
Vice Treasurer.. ... Chris. . Edwar d.s.862.660. .
Gift Aid SecretaryéPettééeécd er my ¢é &61.799

Organist/Church Music............c..... ... David Nobl eéé &15091
Junior Church. .. ... Gret.a.Gar.di ner226&6@eéé. .
Scouts, Cubs. ... ... Peter and Ruth.Jermy... . . . .361799. . .
Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é . TinaWalsh é é é é . 239 985

Wednesday Evening FRIItawsKi pléd.c k é 884679

House Groups é € é é é é é Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307
ChurchFlowersé ¢ ¢ ¢ ééé. . Ol i ve Rispiné&%.950
Hall Manageré é é é é é é é Derek Fieldsend 07981
013 467
Newsl etter Editor éésmegarétdNoble 215091
Web Site ééeééeéeééKeadaGroup 369 083
Website Addr es s éwaensthughandstjohn.org.uk
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Slavery was abolished in 1833 but some plantation owners found other ways
to oppress their, nominally, free workers and the damage to society can still
be felt today. Sugar production was the main industry until 2005 when the last
sugar factory closed, due to the World Trade Organisation bringing an end to
preferential trading arrangements. As a result,
unemployment is high, and tourism is the main
source of income.

One response from the

parish has been to set up a project to train local | + E:
people in agriculture. The climate and soil are | i ;‘)
ideal for cultivation but skills are lacking, and [}
almost all the food is imported. Local production "_;_ .4 2e
of vegetables would also have health benefits:
poor diet contributes to the prevalence of ’,
diabetes in the population.

To illustrate the point: in a round of ten home communions, eight at least, had
severe disabilities due to the side-effects of diabetes. The project is backed
by the Austrian government who have provided the project manager, and by
the government in St Kitts who are supplying land, staff and youth trainees.

It was good to be in an atmosphere where to have a religious faith, and
particularly to be a Christian is considered normal. The home communicants
just mentioned were all full of faith, and grateful to God for all his care,
despite their difficult circumstances. There are many churches and
attendance is high. Prayer is part of daily life including many public occasions
(how many Rotary clubs in the UK begin with prayer?) The government is
concerned about the high crime rate and they make no apology for seeking
help from the churches.

The hospitality, both professional and personal of Archdeacon Valentine, and
his wife, Ouida were invaluable. Through him we were able to attend the St
Kittso Regi onal Counci l (roughly t
Anglican churches seem to work more closely together than we do in
Stevenage but there is no established church and churches tend to minister
only to their own members. We were also guests at a Rotary Club meeting
and were interviewed for local radio. We attended the St Kitts' Christian
Council (involving most of the local churches) hosted by the Roman Catholic
cathedral. One of the Pentecostal churches had organised an art course for
prisoners and | was able to go to the celebration at the end of the course.
St Kitts is a developing country.
many chall enges. | 6m gratef ul for
sabbatical on another occasion.

Duncan Campbell
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A VISIT TO THE RETREAT HOUSE AT PLESHEY

First of all a big thank you to
sabbatical i | would never have got through it without you all. After Duncan
came back | went on a retreat and the retreat house and grounds were so
lovely that | thought | would share some of it with you. Hazel, God bless her,
arranged for me to have a; ” b
few nights away at the 4%
retreat house at Pleshey in g
Essex, | was looking forward X
to having some complete
peace and quiet, but was |
completely unprepared for
the wonderful experience
that awaited me.

| set off from home on a hot Monday afternoon and drove over to Essex,
being me | did not write down exact instructions and of course got lost. But
with some help from the locals | eventually found myself driving up the main
street of a charming village (more about this later) and pulling into the
grounds of the retreat house.

A warm welcome awaited me and | was soon settled into my room, fed and
then left to my own devices. So | wandered around the house i | was the
only overnight guest and had the huge house to myself. The retreat house
was built around the beginning of the last century as a convent i so | slept in
one of the nunoés r o oiniey areisimplenbatdighcand
airy with lovely views over the countryside.

There is a lot of wood in the house so it feels cosy and comfortable. The
house rambles over three floors and on the second floor there is a small
oratory (private chapel) with a single chair and windows on two sides where
anyone can go for prayer or meditation. The ground floor has a large
comfortable lounge full of inviting sofas, an extensive library, a lovely dining
room and just outside (reached by a covered walkway) is the chapel. All this
is set in two acres of the most gorgeous gardens, the whole place is a delight
of herbaceous borders and shady trees. It is laid out to create small private
areas of fragrant and colourful peace and every area has somewhere to sit.
My favourite places were on the main lawn with my back to a large bed
bursting with flowers that were busy with bees and also the small secluded
area with a small water feature. Both areas contained a tranquillity that
invaded my soul and finally got me to stop and rest. | would sit for long
periods of time in either area with a book or just letting my mind wander and
get in touch with God. | know he is everywhere i but here i in all that peace |
was at last still enough to listen!
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R & G CARPENTRY

All aspects of carpentry,

maintenance and odd jobs.
Flooring, Doors, locks,

Skirting

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page
APS Legal Specialist 14
Austin's 20
Christopher's Optician 19
Nails of Eden 19
R & G Carpentry 21
Rays of Sunshine 18

Kitchens, Architraves,

Decking

Free estimates, fully insured
10 years experience

Give us a call
on
01462 815131
or
07710 290 163

Ross Randall Plumbing & 21
Heating

Richard Roethenbaugh 18
~ Dog food supplier

Tom Ryan 10
Roof Maintenance

Tiger Flooring 19

Thanks to our advertisers whose
contributions help toward the cost
of publishing this Magazine
To advertise with us call

Margaret Noble on 215091

Ross Randall

for all your plumbing and heating needs

Installation & Maintenance

10 Kestrel Close
Stevenage

01438 244 841
07824 394 126
ross_randall@live.co.uk
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AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SERVINE THE CONMUNITY SINCE 1700

24 HOUR SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS

21 HIGH STREET
STEVENAGE

01438 316623

138 LONDON ROAD
KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austins.co.uk

THE HERTFORDSHIRE
FUNERAL PLAN
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CRIMATORIUM & MEMORIAL GARDENS

...remember what
peace there may

be in silence
MENORIAL BROCHURE AVAILABLE
HARWOOD PARK

WATTON ROAD
STEVENAGE

01438 815555

www.crematorianm.co .uk

EXCLUSIVE TO AUSTIN'S

PRE-PAYMENT
FUNERAL PLANS
CUSTOMISED
TO YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

AUSTIN'S » STEVENAGE
01438 316623
AUSTIN'S + KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austins.co.uk

AUSTIN'S

MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS

MARBLE, STONE & CRANITE MEMORIALS
RENOVATIONS & CLEANINE

EHODSE FROM 100+ MEMORIAL DESICRS
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS

AUSTIN'S MEMORIALS
CHURCH STREET
WELWYN

01438 840876
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Pleshey itself is well worth a visit, it originally contained a castle (only a
mound with minor ruins now) and the whole village has a deep defensive
ditch around it which stops it from spreading. Set on a slight hill with wide
views over the surrounding fields the main street is a jumble of cottages, each
unique and lovely. At the time | was visiting in June there were roses
everywhere T climbing over walls, around doors and drooping lazily over
gates. To walk up the main street meant undertaking a trip from one heady
fragrance to another and this was especially true when | went for my evening
walk. The Church is pretty and the fields around the village are a maze of
footpaths that cater for every ability. | walked three times a day i exploring
the local area and spotting dragonflies and young rabbits and even startling a
hare! But most of all it was the peace of e ,
Pleshey that quickly took over my senses, < / / =
long lazy days when | was just able to sit TSI
and be. | think in our world where we :
expect achievement and production all the
time we have forgotten just how to sit and
be still; to value the spiritual growth that
comes from just resting in the power and
grace of Godds <crea :
his majesty and compassion. No great ===
thoughts came to me, no sudden : :
revelations 1 but just a slow infusing of love and care T the gentle pressure of
new paths to follow and ideas to concentrate on - not then as | was held in
lazy restorative peace i but later when the world reinvaded my life and | was
ready to take up the gentle challenges laid before me. | came away rested in
body, mind and spirit, bathed in love and quiet of soul i that is the power of
Pleshey.

| can really recommend Pleshey as a place to stop for a day, a night or a few
days if you need some total rest i no tv, no radio, no noise i just you in the
beauty of Pleshey alone with a God who wants to talk as you relax and listen.

Fiona xxx

Carry on Collecting

A special THANK YOU to those who brought
their holiday postcards to church. (These are
collected, sorted and sold in aid of Churches in
the Sudan.)

Please continue to bring your cards, put them in
the box at church, or give them to

Marianne West.
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