
Page   24  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHN  CHELLS  PARISH  MAGAZINE   

EDITORIAL MESSAGE  
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although  they may not always 

represent the views of the whole Church.  We are grateful for the financial support of our 
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered  

7. The hymn books repaired and  
     covered 
8. The kitchen tided 
9. The back room cupboards sorted           
ï alpha and toys 
10. The garden tidied 
11. Repairs made 
12. Tables stripped and re-varnished 
13. And a variety of small tasks 

 

The atmosphere for the whole week 
was one of fellowship and shared 
skills.  Some came for most of the 
week, others managing odd days, still others a few hours when they could.  
But it all came together, every contribution adding to the whole.   Thanks to 
everyone who turned up and to those who kept everyone supplied with tea 
and biscuits.  So much got done ï but there is still more to do.  So next time 
why not come along and lend a hand to keep the church in good condition.  
The church is so well used these days (thank the Lord) that it needs frequent 
attention.   I am sure the lists are being drawn up as I write! 
Thanks to all 
Fiona 

 
I showed the hole to God, and 
mused,  
"I wonder where my sorrows could 
be!"  
He smiled a gentle smile and said,  
"My child, they're all here with me."  
 

I asked God, why He gave me the 
boxes,  
Why the gold and the black with the 
hole?  
"My child, the gold is for you to 
count your blessings,  
The black is for you to let go."  
 
Internet 

God's Boxes  
 

I have in my hands two boxes,  
Which God gave me to hold.  
He said, "Put all your sorrows in the 
black box,  
And all your joys in the gold."  
I heeded His words, and in the two 
boxes,  
Both my joys and sorrows I stored,  
But though the gold became heavier 
each day,  
The black was as light as before.  

 

With curiosity, I opened the black,  
I wanted to find out why,  
And I saw, in the base of the box, a 
hole,  
Which my sorrows had fallen out by.  
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Our Vision is that the communities of which we are a part will be  
Centred on Jesus Christ;   Filled with love, joy and hope;   

Living life to the full;  With God as our King  
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From the Vicar  
Winterôs coming on, itôs getting colder, itôs getting dark earlier and hibernation 
time is approaching. Time to close the curtains, pull the duvet over your head 
and sleep ... Itôs very tempting but now is the time to wake up and let the 
light shine, the light that the darkness cannot put out . Just now, things 
are happening which are trying to put out the light, so all the more reason to 
let it shine . 
Our country is engaged in two significant military conflicts: lives are being lost 
and blighted on all sides in Afghanistan and Iraq. The world economy is in 
difficulties: unemployment is rising here as elsewhere. Another major natural 
disaster has devastated parts of Pacific Asia ... In the midst of all these and 
more revealed to us by our media, people are left feeling frustrated, 
powerless and without hope. We let the light shine : 
When we pray, we are in contact with the most powerful force in the universe, 

and He hears us . 
Jesus who has come to us, has defeated death, suffering and sin. He is risen, 

alive, present with us. In him there is endless hope . We donôt succumb 
to despair but live in the light of Christ. 

We engage locally by such events as Light up the World countering the 
forces of darkness and the Bereavement Service remembering the 
departed, acknowledging the sadness but celebrating the hope  which is 
ours. 

We engage globally in our giving of money and our campaigning. Fair Trade 
coffee in one church and some of our homes may not seem like a lot but 
together we make a difference for people whom we shall never know. 

We let the light shine  in our Christmas services, and activities, continually 
pointing to Jesus, and His life of service with love. We donôt buy into the 
lie that Christmas is hard work and a nuisance because itôs our 
opportunity to celebrate. 

Now it is high time to awaken out of sleep*, not to pull up the duvet! 
Happy Christmas when it comes.  

Duncan Campbell      *(Rom. 13:11 BCP) 

The Good Friday Walk  

 

The Good Friday walk this year raised a record 
£3,600 divided equally between Herts.Air 
Ambulance and the Duaripara Family Development 
Project in Bangladesh. Thank you to all my friends 
and family who sponsored me on the walk and 
contributed substantially towards this total. 
Colin Killick  
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THAT WAS THE WEEK THAT WAS !!  
 

Early August is a time when most decent 
churches are slumbering in the summer 
sunshine, their only visitors being the 
diminished Sunday congregation and the odd 
lost bumble bee.  Dust motes float in the 
stillness and a sleepy peacefulness invades 
the pews and sanctuary.  But not so at St Hugh 
and St John!   The ó Week of Workô was 

underway and 
the lists had 
been drawn up, 
preparations 
made and 
teams 
assembled.  It was come one, come all and 
give whatever time you can ï a job will be 
found for you.  All week the doors and windows 
stood wide as people came and went offering 
up time and services to put the church in good 
shape.  It was a hive of activity that would have 
had any self respecting bumblebee heading for 
the nearest hills.  So many things were 
accomplished during that week ï the more 
visible ones being  
1. The refurbishment of the church hall (all 

walls and paintwork redone, the floor stripped 
back and re-polished.  This was a major 
achievement and the hall has taken on a whole 
new lease of life. 
2. The front doors and windowsï stripped and 
repainted ï thank goodness the weather 
stayed dry for it. 
3. The office cleaned from top to toe 
4. The roof and gutters cleaned 
5. Some re-pointing done 
6. The inventory taken ( a mammoth 
undertaking ï but a multitude of items were 
sorted, counted and written down by an 
endless number of people who came , counted 
and went. 
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WHO'S WHO at St Hugh  & St John  

Vicar  
Rev Duncan Campbellééé.... 
shsj@nildram.com  

 
4 Mobbsbury Way....... 

 

354 307 

Curate  
Rev Fiona Wheatley 
fiona.wheatley@ntlworld.com 

 
90 Ferrier Roadééé 

 
745 971 

Churchwardens    

Terry Budin-Jones 25 Ayr Closeééé.. 214 991 

Ruth Jermyééééééé. 257 Chells Way éé... 361 799 

Stewards    

Terry Coplandééééééé. 26 Beane Avenueéé. 350 662 

Sunil Jayewardeneééééé. 81 Siddons Roadéé. 357 650 

Church Office   -   open  Saturday 10am - 11 am 
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc 748 814  

JCC Secretary  éééééééé. Cathy Smith 222 515 

Treasurer ééééééééé... Hazel Roethenbaugh. 369 083 

Vice Treasurer.................... ééé.. Chris Edwardsé.. 362 560 

Gift Aid Secretaryéééééééé Peter Jermy éé... 361 799 

Organist/Church Music.................. ...  David Nobleééé. 215 091 

Junior Church..........................éé.. Greta Gardiner éé.. 226 703 

Scouts, Cubs..............................é... Peter and Ruth Jermy .. 361 799 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é... Tina Walsh éééé. 239 985 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship é. Rita Killickéééé. 358 679 

House Groups ééééééé... Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307 

Church Flowers ééééééé.. Olive Rispinééé.. 236 950 

Hall Manager éééééééé. Derek Fieldsend 07981 
013 467 

Newsletter Editorééééééé.. Margaret Noble 215091 

Web Site ééééééééé. Media Group 369 083 

Website Addresséééééé.. www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk 
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Ten Commandments for older people  and many others   

1.    Thou shalt not harbour resentments 

2 Thou shalt not live in the  past 

3 Thou shalt not be lazy 

4    Thou shalt not be self-indulgent 

5 Thou shalt treasure the mornings 

6 Thou shalt work to make new friends (in organisations outside of 

 church) 

7 Thou shalt keep fitðexercise and diet 

8  Thou shalt enjoy yourself 

9  Thou shalt be honest about ageing and death 

10 Thou shalt thank God for each  new day 

These were included at the  

Conference of óThe Outlook Trust - Seniors for Christô by the  

Rt. Rev. Gavin Reid,OBE  

Christmas Bazaar 10 -2pm 28
th

 November  

To make this event a huge success we need help from everyone. There is a 
list of stalls in the entrance hall if you can help on the day and we also need 
help to set up on the Friday and clear up on the Saturday afternoon. We 
need you to donate items. This could be anything  from making cakes, jams, 
gift baskets and jolly jam jars to donating  items for the tombola and 
raffle, plus unwanted gifts, bottles, jewellery, toiletries, sweets, toys, 
books etc.  Again please look at the list in the Entrance Hall which also notes 
some other specific items we need 
Please join us for our craft and coffee morning with sausage sizzle lunch 
on Saturday 24

th
 Oct between 10am and 1.30 pm. If you donôt want to 

make anything you are still welcome to join us for refreshments and help 
raise funds for the Bazaarôs success. 
Cathy Smith  

Springboard 2010 ï More details next edition  

 

Please note the dates for next year are not always the last Saturday  
Jan 30th.   May 22nd.   Sept 25th.  
Feb 27th.   June 26th.   Oct 23rd.  
March 27th.   July 31st.   Oct 31st Light Up The World  
April 24th.   Aug 21st   Nov 20th.  
 

Sue Clark is now dealing with orders for goods from  
the WEBB IVORY Catalogue  
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CHELLS AND MANOR COMMUNITY FUN DAY  

The 2
nd

 Chells and Manor Community Fun Day was held at Lodge Farm 
School on Sunday 27

th
 September. Every one thought that the day was a 

great success.  As you might expect for an event of this size, it required quite 
a lot of organisation and planning.  The idea was for a number of 

organisations based in Chells 
and Chells Manor to come 
together to stage an event for 
the local community.  
The first meetings for this 
yearôs event were back in 
April where Duncan and I 
were asked if St.Hugh and 
St.John Church would be part 
of the event. Other groups to 
make up the steering group 
included Stevenage Borough 

Council, The Nobel School, Hertfordshire Police, Renaissance Club, Central 
Stevenage Extended Schools, Chells & Manor Childrenôs Centre. 

It was decided to put on a Fun Day with a traditional theme ï Punch & Judy, 
Cream Teas, Fair Rides, Bouncy Castle, Tug of War, Egg & Spoon races, 
Sack races etc. The key to the whole event would be FUN! Why did Duncan 
and I get our church so heavily involved in the event? Well, there were 
several reasons.  
1.It became clear very quickly that organiser Julie Bayford, of Stevenage 
Borough Council, valued our experience of putting on events. 
2. We felt it was an excellent opportunity to demonstrate what a major player 
St.Hugh & St.John is in the local area. 
3. The event fell on Back to Church Sunday and instead of waiting for people 
to come into the Church building we could take the church out to the people. 
4. As the organising progressed it became clear that we were the one group 
that could mobilise the manpower and equipment to make the event happen.  

 From early on we offered to take on the publicity for the event. This wasnôt 
too onerous as our Contact Leaflet was due to be delivered to all of the 
Parish just days before the Fun Day. We also offered to provide a Cream Tea 
Stall and produce the Programme handed out at the gate to everyone who 
turned up on the day. As time went on more tasks such as providing tables 
and chairs for stall holders, someone to man the PA for the day, providing 
people to help on the gates and not to forget providing someone to bring Boro 
Bear to life came our way. 

The congregation of St.Hugh & St.John certainly did their Church proud! 
Many of those taking part in the Fun Day had been involved with the Harvest 
Supper / Cabaret Night the evening before. Sunday 27

th
 September dawned  
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All aspects of carpentry, 
maintenance and odd jobs.  
Flooring, Doors, locks, 
Skirting  
Kitchens, Architraves, 
Decking  

 

Free estimates, fully insured  

 

10 years experience  
Give us a call  

 on  
01462 815131 

or  
   07710 290 163 

R & G CARPENTRY  

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page 

aps Legal and Associates 16 

Austin's  20 

Christopher's Optician 19 

Nails of Eden 19 

R & G Carpentry 21 

Rays of Sunshine 18 

Ross Randall Plumbing & 
Heating 

21 

Richard  Roethenbaugh 
~ Dog food supplier 

18 

Tom Ryan  
Roof Maintenance 

10 

Tiger Flooring 19 

Thanks to our advertisers whose  
contributions help  toward the cost 

of publishing this Magazine  
To advertise with us call  

Margaret Noble on 01438 215091  
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bright and sunny. Sue Padfield, the deputy head of Lodge Farm School, was 
first on site to open up the school at 7.45am. A team of willing, if not bleary 
eyed, volunteers met up at the Church at 8am. Tables and Chairs were car-
ried over to the playing fields,  a tent was assembled for the Cream Tea Stall, 
Books and Bric-a-Brac shifted and set up, Freezer shifted and stocked for the 
selling of Ice Cream. Many then went off to take part in the Back to Church 
Sunday at 10am. 
Undaunted they, and may others, returned after the service to man gates, sell 
raffle tickets, supervise the display of the F.A.Trophy, make and sell cream 
teas, sell ice cream, books & bric-a-brac, run a card game stall, provide P.A. 
announcements and there was the mystery member of our congregation who 
melted inside the Boro Bear costume. 

All the hard work paid off as hundreds of people came along and seemingly 
enjoyed themselves. 

After the raffle finished at around 3.30pm we were still on hand to clear up the 
event and help collect and count the money - eventually heading for home at 
around 5.30pm. 

Was it all worth while, well just consider the following :- 
5. I believe the event would not have run so smoothly without the involvement 
of St.Hugh & St.John Church. 
6.Hundreds of people came along on the day and many of them were still 
there after the planned close at 3pm. 
7. The image of scores of children in front of the Punch & Judy and Magic 
Shows enjoying simple and innocent entertainment. 
8. Each of the five local schools benefited financially from the proceeds of the 
raffle. 
9. The young winner of the Talent Show has the chance to follow her dream 
after winning a £1000 one year membership of Stagecoach Theatre Arts 
School. 
10. Friendships between us and several other organisations have been 
strengthened and new ones made. 
Should the event happen again next year ï 
YES IT SHOULD! 
However, it can only happen if more local 
groups come forward and take an active part 
in organising it. We have shown that there 
are huge benefits to be had by any group 
prepared to commit time and effort to the 
event. If you are connected to a group that 
was not involved this year please urge them 
to contact Julie Bayford at Stevenage Bor-
ough Council  01438 242242 so that next 
year an even better event can happen. 
DEREK FIELDSEND 
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Wednesday Evening Fellowship  

Our autumn programme has been well-received so far and weôve had record 
attendances throughout September. Weôve welcomed several new members, 
so do turn up for an evening whenever you feel inclined. 

 

Lily told us of her earlier life experiences and we had some good laughs. 
Robin Webb gave us a most informative talk on the role of a blacksmith in 
community life and ended by telling us about Much Hadham Forge and how 
there is still a working blacksmith there. This Museum is open to the public 
and I was fortunate to visit it this summer, seeing two early Tudor paintings 
on the parlour walls of the  house ï most fascinating and well worth a visit. 
Home movies made by the St Albans Movie Makers proved very popular. 
They presented us with a variety of short films enthusiastically enjoyed by 
everyone. 

 

The final meeting of the current session, our evening of readings and carols, 
will be led by Fiona our Curate.  

 

Meetings are held in the Church Hall at 7.45pm on Wednesdays. Subscrip-
tions are £1 per meeting. This includes a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit. 
Anyone may come, just turn up. We can even offer transport.  

 

Rita Killick 
The rest of the sessionôs programme is: 

 
To avoid all of us travelling together please offer help with 
transport whenever you can.  
Ring Rita on 358679 whenever you are free.  Many Thanks 

November   4th TO THE SOUTH OF THE COTSWOLDS 
A  slide show by Colin Killick 

11th THE CARRIER BAG 
A talk by Rose Hall 

18th LIFE IN ST KITTS 
An illustrated talk by Rev. Duncan Campbell 

25th COME AND PLAY BEETLE 

December   2nd MAKE A CHRISTMAS FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
Bring scissors and a container 

9th AN EVENING OF CHRISTMAS READINGS AND  
CAROLS 
Followed by festive eats 
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DOG FOOD DELIVERED TO YOUR 
DOOR 

 

CSJ is one of the fastest 
growing dog food brands  

since 1998 when international 
sheepdog triallist, Ceri Rundle, 

was unable to find an 
affordable, quality, complete food that suited her own dogs. 

The available premium quality foods were too expensive and 
the cheaper ones a case of false economy with the resultant 

sloppy stools and /or thin, hungry dogs.  With the help of vets, herbalist and 
the UKôs leading nutritionist, Ceri devised a unique range of natural canine 
feeds.  CSJ Champ  is one of the fastest selling dog foods on the market and 

is now available to you in 15kg bags delivered to your door  
at a cost of £12 per bag. (JUST £8 for your first order )  

 

Contact Richard Roethenbaugh on 07768 296636 or Hazel on 01438 369083  

 

We also supply our own free range eggs at just £1.25 for 6  

30% off 

First order 
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Big Book Sale ï September 19  
 

We had some little books too! Hundreds and  
hundreds of books of all shapes and sizes plus 
videos and DVDs. When I looked round the 
Church at 10am that morning my heart sank. I 
wondered how on earth we would get the Church 
back to normal for the service the next day, with 
all those books scattered everywhere; just look at 
the photographs! 

Fortunately a number of people came and bought 
ï bargains at £3 for a carrier bag full. One person 
went away with 6 full bags! But there were still 
many left. We are very grateful to the all too few 
brave souls who turned up at the end or remained 

after the sale to help clear away. 
Some books went to the next dayôs 
Chells Family Fun Day; some went to 
the tip; some were retained for the 
Ashwell Book Sale at the end of the 
month. Many however, were left and 
offered to all and sundry just to get 
rid of them. 

Many thanks to Gwynneth  
Grimwood who organised the sale 
for us. We raised £185 for the Build-
ing Extension Fund, but it would 
have been much appreciated if more Church members could have visited to 
buy or just to help clear away at the end. 

 

Colin Killick  

Are you thinking about who might come for Christmas this year?  

 

Perhaps you would like to make it a bit different. Some of the adults from 
overseas who are currently studying at UK universities would love to spend a 
couple of days in a real home, rather than on a deserted campus. It is inter-
esting to share Christmas with people for whom it is all quite new (many  
international students are from China, for example). HOST has been linking 
students with hospitable volunteers for 22 years, at Christmas and also one-
off weekends throughout the year. HOST is a registered charity backed by 
the Foreign Office and many universities. It is not necessary for hosts to live 
near a university, as students are prepared to travel far for this unique experi-
ence! See www.hostuk.org or call HOST's voluntary regional organiser for  
Hertfordshire, Sandra Purrett, on 01296 681625. Thank you! 

http://www.hostuk.org/
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WATER IS LIFE 
 

Extracts from Daphne Brownôs account of her visit to Zimbabwe in June 2009 
 

Daphne Brown is a retired headmistress 
who has raised a lot of money for the drilling 
of boreholes in Zimbabwe. This is a complex 
process and requires much supervision and 
oversight by reliable people. Daphne has 
been able to visit Zimbabwe on a number of 
occasions and has shown a video record of 
her work at the Wednesday Evening Fellow-
ship. The following is an extract from this 
summerôs visit and we hope that she will be 
able to visit Wednesday Evening Fellowship 
next spring to expand on this account.ñSunday 31

st
 May, I set off to Gatwick 

kindly driven by Ralph McCluskey, with 5 cases of clothes, toys and medical 
supplies and, above all, £10,500 in US dollars tucked in my bag for boreholes 
in Zimbabwe. Having checked in I said óGood-byeô to Ralph and was taken by 
wheelchair to be searched and have my hand luggage scanned. My bag was 
detained - óA spot checkô I was told, but then immediately asked how much 
money I was carrying!! Having told them the amount, they took me to a side 
room where I was shut in with two customs officers who searched every detail 

of my hand luggage and questioned me 
endlessly about the money. I was prepared 
for this and had my latest bank statement 
with me and a letter from John Matiza in 
Zimbabwe to say the money was for bore-
holes, so eventually all was well and they 
actually showed an interest in what I was 
doing!. I did learn that for future reference if 
ever you take more than £5000 out of the 
country, wherever you are going, you should 

complete a customs form at the check-in stating the amount and what it was 
for. ñAfter flying all night I reached Harare safely only to find all my luggage 
was missing ! I was told it would arrive in five days time on the Friday! Having 
completed the necessary lost property forms the cases were suddenly discov-
ered in the cargo department and two hours later I met up with the Matiza 
family John, Ketani, Trust (11), Tatenda (9) and Ratidzai (2).We drove off in 
Johnôs truck to their home on the outskirts of Harare passing one of Mugabeôs 
residences on the way with his soldiers pointing their guns in our direction 
and a police block in the road ( I actually became quite used to this !)   
ñThe Ã10,500 were for two new boreholes to be drilled in the areas affected 
by cholera. There is water in Harare, but it is polluted either by sewage or the  
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used, delivering just enough water straight to each treeôs roots. Weeds drink 
lots but by weeding often they not only conserve water but create valuable 
animal fodder too. Any bananas that split are composted and used as  
fertiliser and the space between the trees is used to grow seedlings for sale. 
This group really does squeeze every drop from the modest resources they 
have. Theyôve been so successful that their plantation acts as a model farm, 
which groups from other villages visit to learn and seek advice.  

 

Enterprise in India ï Gangi from India couldnôt afford to clear and water his 
small piece of land. So even though he was poor and hungry ï the land sat 
there unused. But with MRDF support he and his neighbours learned how to 
work effectively and squeeze every drop from the modest resources they did 
have. Now they run a small banana plantation which is making its first profits.  

 

First fruits ï God gave the people of Israel a command to bring the first fruits 
of their harvest to him as an offering. Firstly it said thank you ï and put  
honouring God ahead of meeting their own needs, showing they truly trusted 
God to provide. Secondly, offering first fruits reminded people that everything 
they had came from God and ultimately belonged to him for his purposes.  

 

Whatôs planted in your lifeôs field? ï We celebrated Harvest to say thank 
you to God for our crops and the people who work so hard to bring food from 
the fields to our plates. Although very few of us work in farming we should still 
have a harvest from the good seeds God has planted in our lives.  

 

Growing or withering? ï The parable to the 
talents shows that we are all expected to use 
the different gifts and talents that God gives us, 
in the best way we can. In world terms, we in 
this country are very blessed. Are we as crea-
tive and enterprising with what we have been 
given as the first two servants in the parable? 
Or Gangi from India? 

 

Celebrate with first fruits! ï As we look to the 
New Year letôs celebrate all that God has given 
us: 
1. Look at the field of our lives, ask God to help 
us see and be thankful for what is planted 
there. 
2. Ask God to show us how we can give him 
the first fruits and use these things to grow his kingdom. 
3. Support the worldôs poorest people through MRDF so that people all over 
the world can celebrate first fruits that are a small miracle ï just like Ganji did. 
Jennie Stockwell from MRDF  

First fruits  
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Enriching Harvest  

 

Jesusô parable of the talents shows that despite different circumstances and 
gifts, God expects every one of us to work with him as partners; to grow what 
weôre given, enrich the harvest and further his kingdom. 
This Harvest the church has been supporting the MRDF  (Methodist Relief 
and Development Fund)  Small Miracles appeal. u have matters little ï itôs what you 

MRDF works through grass-roots partnerships with some of the worldôs poor-
est communities. In rural southern India, MRDF works with people whose 
poverty and low social standing mean that they have never been to school, 
they find it impossible to get decent work and they live in villages with no in-
frastructure. But instead of looking at how little they had, people focused on 

what they could do ï with a little invest-
ment. Now with ingenuity and hard work, 
this investment is not only bearing first 
fruits, but enabling reinvestment to enrich 
their future too. 

Not a drop is wasted. 

Gangi once gazed at his useless land in 
dismay ï now heôs running a small but prof-
itable plantation, producing bananas of the 
best quality that sell well. Members of his 
group pooled their land ï as well as the 
small loans they received through MRDF ï 
giving them a sizeable, irrigated plot. 
Water is a precious resource and to get the 
most from every drop, drip irrigation is 

 aps Legal and Associates 
 

We offer a professional and affordable  
estate planning and will writing service to 
help people and families with the  
following concerns: -  
Professional Wills * Children Trusts  
Protecting their Assets against Care Fees 
Advising on Inheritance Tax Liabilities * 
Powers of Attorney  
Executor and Probate Service * Spanish wills   
Free home visits and all of our consultations are free  

Phone Now  
01438 313 625 or 07968 581090 for your Estate Planning Specialist  

Email: andrew.robinson@aps -legal.co.uk  

Gangi  
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poor state of hand dug wells. However you cannot just drill a borehole at the 
side of the road, someone has got to be responsible for it. I had already put  
four boreholes in Harare schools and one in a childrenôs centre, so we  
decided that the two new ones could be put in church grounds where the  
minister and congregation would be responsible for them but the general  
public would also have easy access to the clean water 
ñJohn told me that they had already drilled one of the new boreholes in 
Budiriro Methodist  church, and that afternoon were fixing the pump to it (A 
different firm from the drilling company cements the pump in). He suggested 
we went straight off after a late breakfast of maize porridge and peanut butter 
to see what was happening. We drove through Harare and I was pleased to 
see and hear that after months of being empty the shops were now well 
stocked with food (Since Zimbabwean dollars were replaced by US dollars), 
of course you had to have the money to pay for it! Apart from the road which 
Mugabe used, all the streets were full of pot 
holes, a ragged strip of tarmac down the 
centre was bordered by hard rutted sand 
and stones making travelling very bumpy as 
you continually rocked from side to side.  
ñAfter an hourôs journey we reached a run 
down estate of tiny bungalows crammed 
together. Rubbish lay in piles on either side 
of the road waiting for the dust cart which 
never came. Children and adults alike sat 
watching, watching anything, watching nothing, watching us, just watching. 
We jolted to a standstill on the edge of a dry open space stretching far away 
to a few little houses on the horizon. There were the engineers, water was 
already pouring from the pump and they were using it to mix the cement. A 
man came over to greet us, he had a wonderful smile on his face. As I  
struggled down from the truck he grasped my hands, óGod bless youô  his 
eyes were full of tears óWe donôt know how to thank youô, he pointed to the 
houses on the horizon. óAll the families in those houses were wiped out with 

cholera, but now you have come to save us.ô 
He looked at me straight in the eyes as he 
spoke the words I was to hear over and over 
again óWATER IS LIFE!ô I walked over to the 
pump with this dear man, and he told me he 
was the pastor of the church óButô I asked, 
óWhere is your church ?ô óWhy thereô. He 
pointed to a sheet of corrugated asbestos 
propped up on six tree trunk poles. I then 
noticed a pile of benches stacked up in the 

centre of the floor underneath. óThis is your church?ô I stood humbled.   
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Even as I spoke people were running from all directions to greet me, there 
were over a hundred members.  
ñAt 4.30 p.m. it began to get dark. There 
was hardly any dusk, night suddenly falls. I 
thought everyone would leave for home, 
but no, instead men women and children 
lined up the benches and sat down for a 
two hour prayer  meeting. By now it was 
turning chilly. Generally the temperature is 
very hot during the day, but  as soon as it 
gets dark it becomes bitterly cold and the ground is covered in frost by the 
morning.  The church members stayed in the freezing cold with only a sheet 
of asbestos to shelter them, to pray for others and thank God for the water 
and his many blessings to them. I left in the truck - silently thinking.ò 

 

Daphne Brown will be at Wednesday evening fellowship on 10/3/2010. If you 
would like to make a small financial contribution to this vital work please see 
Rita Killick. 

Happiness keeps you sweet 

Trials keep you strong  

Sorrows keep you human 

Failures keep you humble  

Success keeps you glowing 

But only God keeps you going 

Good friends are like stars  

You donõt always see them but you know 

they are always there.  

I would rather have one rose and a kind 

word from a friend while I am here. 

Than a whole truck load when Iõm gone. 

TOM RYAN  

ROOF & GUTTER  

Maintenance  

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

 

From a gutter that is 
blocked and leaking to 

annual roof maintenance  
 

Tel: 01438  356674 
Mob: 0788 421 5869  

 

 

Get your roof inspected to 

spot potential problems 

that can be addressed and 

avoid failure of roofing 

materials   

Pointing  repaired  

Flashing re sealed  

Broken slates replaced   

Fallen tiles reinstated  

Gutters cleaned  

Donõt let your roof 

let you down this 

Winter  
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It is a great opportunity for churches and groups to engage with children and 
young people, and promote the work of the Methodist Church. Why not see if 
your church or group can take part?  

 

CHURCH CALLS FOR END TO PAKISTAN BLASPHEMY LAW  
 

 The Methodist Church in Britain is calling on the Pakistani Government to 
repeal its controversial blasphemy law, and is encouraging Christians to sign 
an online petition at http://pakistansignnow.petitionhost.com/#sign. There is 
concern that the law is enflaming tensions between Christians and Muslims in 
Pakistan, and is being used to justify violence against Christians. In late July, 
3 churches and 147 homes were burned during violent attacks against 
Christians that left 10 dead and made more than 290 families homeless.  
The president of the Methodist Conference, the Revd David Gamble, has 
signed the petition. He says, "The blasphemy law is being used by some to 
fuel violence between people of faith in Pakistan, rather than creating respect 
as it was once designed to do. Atrocities such as those we have seen 
committed against Christians in recent days must be stopped and the 
Pakistani Government needs to prove its commitment to protecting religious 
minorities by repealing this outdated law." So far more than 2,100 people 
have signed the petition, which has been formulated by Christians and 
Muslims together and will be delivered to the Pakistan Government, urging 
them to help prevent further attacks.  
For more information go to http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?
fuseaction=opentogod.newsDetail&newsid=374. 

 

THE TRAFALGAR SQUARE DANCE  

 

Last Sunday a church organist took to Trafalgar Square's fourth plinth with 
the simple aim of making London happy with music. Peter Harding, from 
Solihull, treated tourists and passers-by to a varied playlist, including folk 
music, Handel, ragtime and hymns. He has been the organist and 
choirmaster for Acocks Green Methodist Church for 25 years. 
Peter said, "Busking seems to suit me, as it is what I do every Sunday 
morning at the organ console, and I hope that I'll also be able to persuade 
those standing by to do a little barn dancing in the square. I plan to play the 
accordion for an hour to make London happy, although they may be happier 
when I stop."  
Peter is one of 2,400 people who will appear on the fourth plinth between 6 
July and 14 October 2009, picked from more than 33,400 applicants for 
sculptor Anthony Gormley's One and Other project.  
 

Taken from the Methodist E news 

METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 

http://pakistansignnow.petitionhost.com/#sign
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.newsDetail&newsid=374
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.newsDetail&newsid=374
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 Diary Dates  
For more detail see the weekly Notice sheets  

December 2009  

Saturday 5th   Christmas Shopping Trip for details call  
Terry Budin -Jones 01438 214991  

Sunday 6th  8.45 am. 
10 am. 

Holy Communion  
TOY and FAMILY  Service  

Saturday 12th  10-11.59am CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CLUB ring 215091 
for details and booking  

Sunday 13th.  8.45 am. 
10 am. 

Holy Communion 
Family Communion Methodist 

Sunday 20th  8.45am  
10am 

 
6.30pm.  

Holy Communion  
NATIVITY SERVICE  
led by a Local Preacher  
CAROL SERVICE is followed by mince 
pies and mulled wine  

Thursday 24th  
CHRISTMAS EVE 

4.00pm.  
11.30pm.  

Christingle and Crib Service  
Midnight Communion  

Friday 25th  
CHRISTMAS DAY 

10am. Christmas Day Family Communion  

Sunday 27th.  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Family Communion - Anglican  

Sunday Jan. 
3rd. 2010 

8.45 am. 
10am. 

Holy Communion  
COVENANT SERVICE 

 

CHILDREN TAKE OVER THE CHURCH  
 

On 6 November 2009, Methodist Church House in London will once again be 
a host for the 11 Million Takeover Day! We hope to work with groups of  
children and young people as part of a national event in National Youth Work  
Week, offering children and young people across the country opportunities to 
work alongside adults and to get involved in decision-making in a diverse 
range of organisations. 

 

METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 

Page  11  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHN  CHELLS  PARISH  MAGAZINE   

Junior Church News - Greta Gardiner  

 

Sunday 13
th
 September saw the start of the new 

term it was good to see so many children and 
young people back at Junior Church. At the party 
lots of fun was had by all.  
John Harrison and his team organised the  
 

outside games in the garden, 
there was even a great  
chocolate hunt! Inside the hall, the 
rest of the Junior Church team 
prepared the party food and in-
side games. 
There was lots of party food in-
cluding the lovely traditional jelly 
and ice cream, which went down 
a treat. 

To round off the party the  
children and young people played 
pass the parcel and  
musical chairs, before going 
home with their well deserved 
party bags. 
I would like to say a very big 
'Thank You' to all who, helped at 

the JC Party, making it such a 
success!! What team work!! 
I would especially like to thank 
John who did a great job  
organising and managing the 
games for the afternoon and 
Kerry-Lee and Clare who took 
many beautiful pictures. 
 
Greta - On behalf of the Junior 
Church Team   

 


