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My Faithful T reasure
My T reasure is not gold, although it would be wonderful.
No itis not pounds and pounds of cash, it's my faith.
I'd rather be poor and have my belief,

than be rich and have none.

Lﬂ:c is like a walk through cvcrgthinggou will ever face.

You need to be able to cope.
Your [ aith will he|p.

E)g f:rcga Matthews aged 10
Member of Launchpad
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Our Vision is that the communities of which we are a part will be
Centred on Jesus Christ;  Filled with love, joy and hope;
Living life to the full; With God as our King
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FROM THE CURATES DESK
Thoughts on winter turning into spring

It has been an odd winter and yet far more like the ones | remember from my
youth T what | would call a proper winter. We had snow, real snow, not the
heavy falls that disrupt everything for a couple of days and then washes away

in rain. But snow that fell and fell, layer upon glistening layer; that packed

down underfoot in treacherous ice and made roads and pavements difficult to
negotiate and lasted for a couple of weeks. And yet it was beautiful, there is

a quietness that descends with snow and wraps the world in silence and deep
thought. | found myself gazing out of the window at the snow in my garden
admiring the beauty that is created when snow falls T it covers so many

things 1 all the garden jobs that needed doing suddenly disappeared and all
was pristine and cl ean. Oh | thought
that all the time, if all the messy problems
were buried and a new layer put over
them. All the things left undone, all the
things done wrong, all the worries, all the
things in need of attention in our lives i
just covered over and gone

But then my eyes lifted to the bare and
barren trees that overlooked the garden
and | became fascinated by their
complexity - the delicate interweaving of
the branches and my thoughts went down
a different path. The snow is beautiful for
a while but it is a blank canvas that will soon be over written by life, small paw
prints, my footmarks, fallen leaves, it will not stay smooth and untouched and
what is underneath it will not only gradually show through with wear but will
be added to by each passing day. It would soon look untidy and it freshness
would fade. But the structure of the trees was more like real life - the
complexity of the branches is always there, like the complexity of life but
through the cycle of the seasons it appears to change. At the moment they
are exposed as we are sometimes exposed and all ourselves revealed.
There appears to be no growth, no movement, time is standing still. We all
have times like that in our lives, times of nothing happening.
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JUNIOR CHURCH NEWS ~ Margaret Noble
Junior Church took the £5 challenge for the building
fund and we held our first Coffee Morning on Friday
20th February. We had a very good crowd who
came along and
enjoyed coffee
and cakes.
Everyone had a good gossip and some
enjoyed decorating the table cloths with &
their individual art work. We also had a
bring and buy stall and during the
morning we raised a total of £65. The
photographs do not do justice to the
crowd who were there, but we were so
busy we forgot to take photographs until
the end of the morning.

Many thanks to all those who helped and
those who came along and supported us
4| and hope they will come again on

& Saturday 21st March when we are
holding another coffee morning and
raffle and we hope to raise our total to
over £150.

3 This will be my last Junior Church report
as | am stepping down from the Junior
Church leadership at the AGM. | would like
to thank the many people who have
assisted me over the years and pray
that the new leaders will enjoy the
same support. Greta Gardiner is taking '&’3
over as Junior Church Superintendent |‘ %, 1Y
and Karen Fieldsend as Secretary/
Deputy Superintendent. Please pray
for Greta and Karen that they will get
all the help needed to fulfil their new
roles to the Glory of God.

| will continue to run the Holiday Clubs
and our next one will be the Easter
Holiday Club on April 7th. 8th. and 9th.
so | will report on that in the next newsletter.
Margaret for Leaders and Helpers of Junior Church.
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But it is a time to do two things, firstly to rest like the tree is resting, what is
down the line may take a lot of energy and we all work better when we are
well rested and secondly to review our inner complexity i take time to read,
learn, listen; to look at all we are take time to wonder of our creation so
miraculously revealed and to talk to God about what needs changing and
pruning, which areas need to encouraged to grow and which to left alone.
This stillness and quiet time can happen at any time in our lives regardless of
the seasons of nature but we are given a very precious time in the churches
year to put ourselves into a spirit

That is what Lent is for; it is the time to work on ourselves and
\ \ / / to be ready to grow again. For spring is where the new

~_ /\ and quickest growth will take place i soon the bare
branches will be covered in a soft mist of green

e -
growth and then it seems within a few days

/ the branches will disappear behind the

burgeoning luxury and beauty. If you want to

grow the way the trees do, to understand your

inner complexity and grow with vigour and faith

then make the most of the still days of Lent, the discipline, the quietness

and the self reflection.

wonderful, but it only covers and hides and in the end nothing is hidden from

God. Be still and reflect and then you will be able to grow again with renewed
determination and a clearer vision.

I hope you all take the time to notice the use of colour on the front and back
cover of the magazine and admire the beautiful flower beds that have been
such a welcoming feature of the spring. Every morning as | have arrived at
church for prayers my heart has been lifted by the sight of the vibrant spring
flowers in the beds. My thanks to Rita Killick and her team for all the effort
that have produced these visions of glory for us all to enjoy i | know my
sense of peace and worship have been encouraged by these reminders of
Godbés creation and his continuing

God Bless
Fiona
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XSTREAM ACCEPT THE £5 CHALLENGE ~ Diana Northey

Who or what is Xstream, some people may be wondering, and what is the £5
challenge?

Xstream is the name of the Junior Church group that uses
the Scripture Union teaching materials of the same name

-
Scrlﬂjtnlllc!‘r? that are aimed at the 8-11 age range.
The £5 Challenge is the challenge that Gwynneth put

before the whole congregation as one of the ways of
raising money for the internal reorganisation and £ 5 ety datey 5
extension of St Hugh and St John. Basically the idea TR v

is to accept £5 from her and turn it into much more!

On Sunday 8" February the Xstream group e R
discussed the £5 Challenge and why we need to

make changes to our building. We also talked about how interest free loans
are used to lift people out of poverty and how once the loan has been
recouped the money can be used by someone else. Then came decision
time. Did we want to take up this challenge and what would we do to
generate more money? We took a vote and the group was unanimous in its
decision to take up the challenge but how were we going to turn it into more?

An older and more experienced member of the group knew
there was a good profit margin to be made in making bread
rolls and that there would be a solid customer base. Who
can resist the smell of freshly baked bread? It was put to

Y the group that we could run a bread factory. Some were

) anxious as to how we were going to do this but were
reassured that it was all quite possible to achieve.

We were ready to go. We would tell the congregation that
morning of our decision and Jeffrey would accept the £5
from Gwynneth. The commitment was made.

The next weekend the Bread Factory sprang into action and the sale of bread
rolls at 10p each was rapid. Yes, that aroma of freshly baked bread was
irresistible!

We are keeping an account book and a sales chart and after one sale we
were in a position to return our loan. Things are looking good but we do need
to warn our customers that, due to the nature of the work force and
management limitations, production is likely to be erratic. Our only
advertisement will be that wonderful aroma of freshly baked bread so, if you
want to help us reach our target of £100, just follow your nose.

Page 4

ST HUGH & S T JOHN 8 PARISH MAGAZINE

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

R & G CARPENTRY Austin's
Christopher's Optician

All aspects of carpentry, H & J Plumbing
maintenance and odd jobs.
Flooring, Doors, locks, MC Revival
Skirting
Kitchens, Architraves, Nails of Eden
Decking

] ] R & G Carpentry
Free estimates, fully insured

10 years experience Rays of Sunshine
Give us a call _
on Richard ~ Dog food
supplier
01462 815131 PP
or

07710 290 163

PLUMBERS, BATHROOM
FITTERS, TILERS AND A

DECORATORS H & J Plumbing

Call us now for a cuote

Matthew Herron
4 ,éz;g,é g.smﬁz'{j_fﬁ'?zz'.rﬁ simeoen |ohnseon

4t compelitive prices 07725689652
07809706318

24hr emergency call out
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AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SERVINE THE CONMUNITY SINCE 1700

24 HOUR SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS

21 HIGH STREET
STEVENAGE

01438 316623

138 LONDON ROAD
KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austins.co.uk

AARWOOD PARK

THE HERTFORDSHIRE
FUNERAL PLAN

CREMATORIUM & MEMORIAL GARDENS

...remember what

peace there may

be in silence
MENORIAL BROCHURE AVAILABLE
HARWOOD PARK

WATTON ROAD
STEVENAGE

01438 815555

www.crematorinm.co .uk

EXCLUSIVE TO AUSTIN'S

PRE-PAYMENT
FUNERAL PLANS
CUSTOMISED
TO YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

AUSTIN'S » STEVENAGE
01438 316623
AUSTIN'S + KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austins.co.uk

AUST!

MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS

MARBLE, STONE & CRANITE MEMORIALS
RENOVATIONS & CLEANINE

EHODSE FROW 100+ MEMORIAL DESICRS
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS

AUSTIN'S MEMORIALS
CHURCH STREET
WELWYN

01438 840876
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Wednesday Evening Fellowship
Shrove Tuesday saw us celebrating with our annual Pancake Party, with a
record attendance this year of 35. It proved to be a most enjoyable evening i
pancakes and a quiz. We are very grateful to Margaret Noble who cooked all
the pancakes; many people managed two! There was much discussion and
entertainment from the quiz, but the outright winner was our Curate, Fiona,
followed closely by Anne Brown and Norma Cooper

April 22nd HOW IT ALL BEGAN - Part 1
A talk by Rose Hall

29th A MUSICAL MEDLEY
With David Noble

May 6th EXTEND

An evening of gentle exercise led by Iris Maggs
13th COME AND PLAY BEETLE

20th BRIDGEBUILDERS AND BEYOND
led by Tracy Plumpton

27th AN EVENING OF READINGS
Bring an interesting reading or poem

Meetings are held during term time in the Church Hall on Wednesdays at
7.45pm. A charge of £1 is made, to include a cup of tea or coffee and a
biscuit. Just turn up, we can even provide transport, but we could do with

more drivers T can you help?

GOOD FRIDAY WALK

This yeards Good

Fri da Yy ApsildronkTrinity Ghircht a k e

Knebworth, leaving at 1.45pm. It is 12km (~8 miles) long and culminates with
free refreshments (for walkers!) at Trinity.

This is a sponsored walk. Money raised will be divided equally between
Herts. Air Ambulance and the Duaripara Family Development Project,
Bangladesh. Further details of both charities are available.

| shall be walking and would welcome any fellow walkers! If you cannot walk,
talk to me about sponsorship. | have my own sponsor card, and plenty of

spares!
Colin Killick
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What is the Collect? Rev. Fiona Wheatley

We say the Collect every week in church and it is printed on the notice sheet

as Ospeci al prayerd each week. But h
is and how it came to be?

The Collect is a prayer that used to be near the beginning of the service i the

priest would invite the congregation to kneel and pray and after a suitable
period of silence the priest would col
together in a general prayer of petition. This collected prayer brought that

period of general prayer to an end and the service would move on.

I n a Roman Catholic service there may
a service. After the Reformation and the establishment of the Church of

England Thomas Cranmer created the Book of Common Prayer for use in

Engl and. He translated the 6Coll ectsd
allocated one for each Sunday and some for special festivals and events.

And so they have continued as part of our weekly worship. As they were

translation they have retained their chant like quality and strong liturgical

language.

But what kind of prayer is a collect? It is a general prayer of petition and is
made up of seven parts, this is the breakdown for the Collect for the first
Sunday in Lent.

1 |The call to prayer Let us pray

Almighty God

2 | The person of the Trinity
the prayer is addressed to
- usually the Father

3 | The aspect of the God Whose Son, Jesus Christ fasted forty days
that we admire, would like |in the wilderness, and was tempted as we
to have or learn from are, and yet without sin.

4 | What we would like the
God to do for us

Give us grace to discipline ourselves in
obedience to your Spirit and ...

5 | What we hope will be the
end result of the prayer
being granted

As you know our weakness, so may we
know your power to save.

6 | Doxology (closing praise) | Through Jesus Christ your son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.

7 |Ending Amen
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Christppher’s
pticians

; Opticians For The Whole Family

Eye Examinations (Private & NHS)

Excellent Range of Designer Frames

Children's Range and Budget Frames

VDU and Industrial Spectacles

All Types of Contact Lenses

7A Station Road
Knebworth SG3 6AP
Tel: 01438 816306

21 The Glebe
Chells Way
Stevenage SG2 ODL
Tel: 01438 314538

QUALIFIED OPTICIAN

Enjoy persona/ nail treatments

n your own home
Zvy a professiona/ nail expert

Nails of Eden
Mobile Nail Technician

For Appointments call Tracey on:
0790 1553716

Monday to Wedncsclay Qam - 7pm
Tlulrsday to Friday Qam - 5:30pm
Saturday 12pm - 4pm

nailsn{cdcn @ ntlwor]d.conl

Ladies/Kiddies Nail parties
Mum and Daughter packages
Gift Viouchers available
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