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EDITORIAL MESSAGE  
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although  they may not always 

represent the views of the whole Church.  We are grateful for the financial support of our 
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered  

Diary Dates  
For more detail see the weekly notice sheets  

JANUARY 2009  

Sunday 2nd  8.45am  
10am 
3pm 

Holy Communion  
Family Service with Baptism  
Annual Service for the Bereaved  
Please note change of time this year  

Sunday 9th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Communion (Methodist)  

Saturday 15th  7.00pm QUIZ NIGHT  
Please contact Cathy Smith for tickets  

Sunday 16th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Morning Worship led by  
Frank Needham  

Tuesday 18th  8pm Joint Church Council Meeting  

Wednesday 19th  CONFIRMATION SERVICE 
Please see Duncan for details  

Sunday 23rd  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  (Anglican)  

Saturday 29th  CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
See Cathy Smith for more detail  

Sunday 30th  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  
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December ~ January 2009  

The Parish Magazine  

of St Hugh and St John  

 ~ Church in Chells ~  
An Anglican & Methodist  Ecumenical Partnership  

Our Vision is that the communities of which we are a part will be  
Centred on Jesus Christ;   Filled with love, joy and hope;   

Living life to the full;  With God as our King  

Optional 

Donation  
£1  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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WHO'S WHO at St Hugh  & St John  

Vicar  
Rev Duncan Campbellééé.... 
shsj@nildram.com  

 
4 Mobbsbury Way....... 

 
354 307  

Curate  
Rev Fiona Wheatley 
Fiona.wheatley@ntlworld.com 

 
90 Ferrier Roadééé 

 
745 971 

Churchwardens    

Terry Budin-Jones 25 Ayr Close 214 991 

Ruth Jermyééééééé. 257 Chells Way éé... 361 799 

Stewards    

Terry Coplandééééééé. 26 Beane Avenueéé. 350 662 

Sunil Jayewardeneééééé. 81 Siddons Road 357 650 

Church Office   -   open  Saturday 10am - 11 am 
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc 748 814  

JCC Secretary  éééééééé. Cathy Smith 222 515 

Treasurer ééééééééé... Hazel Roethenbaugh. 369 083 

Vice Treasurer.................... ééé.. Alice Edwardsé.. 362 560 

Gift Aid Secretaryéééééééé Peter Jermy éé... 361 799 

Organist/Church Music.................. ...  David Nobleééé. 215 091 

Junior Church..........................éé.. Margaret Nobleéé.. 215 091 

Scouts, Cubs..............................é... Peter and Ruth Jermy .. 361 799 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é... Tina Walsh éééé. 239 985 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship é. Rita Killickéééé. 358 679 

House Groups ééééééé... Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307 

Church Flowers ééééééé.. Olive Rispinééé.. 236 950 

Hall Manager éééééééé. Derek Fieldsend 07981 
013 467 

Newsletter Editorééééééé.. Hazel Roethenbaugh 369 083 

Web Site ééééééééé. Media Group 369 083 

Website Addresséééééé.. www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk Page  23  
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Diary Dates  
For more detail see the weekly notice sheets  

DECEMBER 

Saturday 7th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Toy Service  

Saturday 8th  10 - 11.59am Christmas Holiday Club  
Reserve a place with Margaret Noble  

Sunday 9th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  

Saturday 15th  8pm Stevenage Ladies Choir Concert  
Tickets from Olive Rispin  

Sunday 16th  8.45am  
10am  

Holy Communion  
Nativity Service  

Sunday 23rd  8.45am  
10am 

6.30pm  

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  
Candlelit Carol Service  

Monday 24th  
Christmas Eve  

4pm 
11.30pm 

Crib & Christingle Service  
Midnight Communion  

Sunday 25th  
Christmas Day  

10am  Christmas Day Family Communion  

Sunday 30th  8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Communion  
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Thanks go to our advertisers whose  contributions help  toward the cost of 

publishing this Magazine.   For more information, or if you know  
someone who  would  like to advertise with us  yourself, please contact  

 Marianne West on  232252 or Hazel Roethenbaugh on 238065  

TOM RYAN  

ROOF & GUTTER  

Maintenance  

NO JOB TOO 
SMALL  

 

From a gutter that is 
blocked and leaking to 

annual roof maintenance  

 

Tel: 01438  356674 

 

 

Get your roof inspected to 

spot potential problems that 

can be addressed and avoid 

failure of roofing materials   

 

Pointing  repaired  

Flashing re sealed  

Broken slates replaced   

Fallen tiles reinstated  
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FROM THE VICAR 
He came to His own and his own did not receive Him Jn. 1:11  

 
Have you ever thought about 
the scandal of a heavily 
pregnant woman being refused 
a room?  Itôs hard to believe that 
anyone could do such a thing. 
Our TV and press would go wild 
with indignation. Yet thatôs what 
happened to Mary, Jesusô 
mother. Just as we gloss over 
the messy, painful and 
undignified process of Jesusô 
birth, so itôs easy to ignore the 
terrible lack of hospitality which 
preceded it.  

 

The closing of doors and turning of backs began even before he was born. 
Those who wouldnôt find room for Mary were already far down the road to 
selfishness long before Joseph knocked on their doors. Many of us would 
have done just the same. 

 

If that doesnôt seem very ñChristmassyò letôs remember that part of the 
business of Advent is the call to wake up to Godôs reality and the reality of our 
own lives, and to connect the two more closely. Strangely enough to wake up 
to this reality we need to stop, to be still, to leave room for God, to welcome 
his presence in our lives. Being still is not easy in our culture at any time and 
even harder in the pre Christmas rush. All the more reason to make the effort 
and be still. If youôre looking for something to help you get started, try John 
Chapter 1, and take your time. 

 

Jesus said that anyone who welcomes someone in his name, welcomes him. 
As usual many people will pass through our church this Christmas season. 
Let each of us make it our personal responsibility to see that no one leaves 
without being welcomed and given time to speak if they wish. Let the reality of 
Christôs presence be seen in our lives. 
 
Yet to all who received him, he gave them the right to become Godôs children

     John 1:12 
Finally, when it arrives, Anne and I would like to wish you a very happy and 
Christ filled Christmas. 
 

Duncan 
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The Network Craft Day ~  Margaret for the Network Crafters. 
On Saturday 18th October two cars set off early for Bedford laden with eager 

ladies intent on spending the day 
indulging in various crafts. 
We started off the day in true Meth-
odist tradition with tea or coffee and 
biscuits, followed by prayer. At 10 
we were in the Church to be wel-
comed and heard various bits of 
Network news before praying to-
gether. 
Then it was off to the different 
rooms and halls to our chosen craft 
for the morning. Some of our group 

did waterfall cards and 
penny slider cards and I pre-
pared a Christmas tree 
made of circles of different 
materials in a tiny pot, on 
sale at the bazaar!! 
Packed lunches were con-
sumed while more tea and 
coffee was available as we 
talked and showed off our 
morningôs labours. Then it 
was off to our next activity 

for the afternoon. Some did 
ópeel offôsô cards, quilting 
and I did a Victorian box 
which was very fiddly but 
looks good. The problem 
now is, who to give it to who 
would appreciate the time 
and labour that went into it! 
We all had a good day and 
hope any of you who enjoy 
a day making things and 
meeting new people will 
come with us next time. 
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All aspects of carpentry, 
maintenance and odd jobs.  
Flooring, Doors, locks, 
Skirting  
Kitchens, Architraves, 
Decking  

 

Free estimates, fully insured  

 

10 years experience  
Give us a call  

 on  
01462 815131 

or  
   07710 290 163 

R & G CARPENTRY  

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page 

Austin's  20 

Christopher's Optician 19 

H & J Plumbing 21 

MC Revival 19 

Nails of Eden 19 

R & G Carpentry 21 

Rays of Sunshine 22 

Tom Ryan  23 
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Wednesday Evening Fellowship  

NEWSLETTER REPORT DECEMBER 2008 ï JANUARY 2009  
You are warmly invited to join us for our two December meetings when we 
shall be preparing for Christmas: 
 
3 December  ON A CHRISTMAS THEME 
   Peter Craig demonstrates his portable wind organ with  
   Christmas music 
 
10 December AN EVENING OF READINGS AND CAROLS 
   led by our Curate Rev Fiona Wheatley 
   followed by FESTIVE EATS 

 

Our autumn programme proved variable and enjoyable. Daphne Brownôs 
films illustrating her work organising the installation of boreholes in remote 
villages in Zimbabwe was a memorable occasion. We learned how much the 
availability of fresh, clean, water meant to the wellbeing of the people: not 
only did they no longer have to walk miles to collect water from a muddy river, 
but they experienced fewer diseases and were able to grow far better crops 
and keep more animals. We were able to donate more than £70 to this great 
cause. 

 

Over twenty of our folks pitted their wits against the formidable team of Ruth, 
Gwynneth and Colin in an evening of Call My Bluff. Yvonne Batson and  
Arthur Scarrow fared best, with six correct answers of the twelve words on 
offer, but everyone enjoyed trying to decide what was true and what was 
bluff. 

 

Our spring programme begins on Tuesday 24th February 2009 (Shrove Tues-
day) with a Pancake Party. 

 

Meetings are held during term time in the Church Hall on Wednesdays at 
7.45pm. A charge of £1 is made, to include a cup of tea or coffee and a bis-
cuit. Just turn up, we can even provide transport, but we could do with more 
drivers ï can you help? 

The Royal Mail is often being paid twice for letters posted back 
to charities by supporters. Many charities supply Freepost 
envelopes to donors, but tell them that if they use a stamp, it 
will save the charities money. However, an automated system 
for sorting Freepost  envelopes, introduced three years ago, 

cannot tell whether envelopes are stamped. So unless Royal Mail staff spot 
the stamps and remove the letters from the automatic system, the charity will 
pay postage and the donor's stamp will usually be wasted. 
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M&C Revival are committed to customer 

care.  We offer a Home & Garden service -  
tailor made.   

Whether you are moving or improving  

Visit our website to see how we can help  
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The Harvest Supper was held on 
11th November and saw the church 
hall packed to capacity as 
attendees enjoyed a Ploughman's 
Supper and entertainment provided 
by members of the congregation.  

 
As these photoôs show, it was a 
hugely enjoyable evening and thanks 
go to Cathy Smith for all her hard 
work on the catering and Terry 
Budin -Jones for pulling together a 
programme of entertainment 
 

 

Christians working to change lives for the better have been 

honoured at the Palace of Westminster in the first ever Inspire Awards.  

Winner in the Inspiring Individual section 

was Janis Feely  , who set up charity The 

Living Room  after recovering from 

alcoholism. The Christian charity worker 

was employed in a rehab centre when she 

believed God was calling her to set up a 

treatment unit for people battling with the 

illness of addiction. What started in one 

room with a few volunteers eight years ago 

has now grown into a 13-room centre with 

at least 16 paid staff and more than 26 volunteers. She received a trophy and 

a cheque for £250 presented by Rev Canon Sarah James of Church Army  

 

Well done and congratulations to Janis and her team at the Living Room  
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JUNIOR CHURCH NEWS ~ Margaret Noble  
 

Junior Church leaders had an eventful training 
evening a few weeks ago. 
I was about to leave home for the meeting when I 
realised that we had a good inch of snow, so had to 
go back and find my boots from the back of the 
cupboard. 

When I got to church I thought that the leaders may not turn out as it was still 
snowing but I waited and then they started to arrive and eventually we were a 
merry group of four. We connected the projector, DVD and Speakers. We did 
the actions and sang to the DVD. So now there are five of us able to work the 
new equipment. 
Junior Church is again in full swing working with all four age groups. We are 
always able to use extra helpers and leaders, so if any of you would like to 
come in on a Sunday morning and see what we do, we would love to see 
you. 
The Christmas Holiday Club is being held on Saturday 13th. December if you 
know anyone who wants to come, pick up a form from church. 
 
Springboard has now held two Saturday meetings and we have had about 14 
children at each session. The children set up the altar with a white cloth, 
candles, Bible and prayer and hymn cards. We sang hymns and the children 
learnt to sing the Doxology.  
We have had a great time on the theme of óBible Timesô.  
In September we made unleavened bread to eat and chopped up various bits 
and mixed them with yoghurt to make dips to eat with the bread. We made 
the banner which you saw outside the Church with the Lordôs Prayer on it and 
Fiona had a story time explaining the difficult bits of the Lordôs Prayer to the 
children. 
In October we again talked about prayer and made prayer shawls and wrist 
bands and Fiona explained the Jewish traditions to the children. We also 
made a new banner on óWhy the world needs Jesusô which has been on the 
wall outside the Church. Clay is always a favourite and this time we made 
clay lamps with wicks, I hope they survived the journey home! 
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret for Leaders and Helpers of Junior Church. 

 

Page  17  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHNôS PARISH  MAGAZINE   

 

Panto Trip (Oh yes it is!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack & The Beanstalk 
 

Friday 9th January 2009 at 7pm 

 

Gordon Craig Theatre 

 

Tickets only £8.50 

 

(Usually cost £19!!) 
 

BOOK NOW! ς Terry Budin-Jones (214991) 
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Unfair trade rules continue to lock millions of people in the developing 
world in poverty. Two billion people ï a third of humanity ï work hard 
to support themselves yet still struggle to survive on £1 per day or 
less. Through Fairtrade we are trying to help tip the balance in favour 
of poor farmers and workers. You can help by taking action in Fairtrade 
Fortnight (23 February ï 8 March 2009) and throughout the year. 

Reflection  - on Proverbs 31 v.8 - 9  

 

óSpeak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights 
of the poor and needy.ô To those who want 
to speak up, stand up. Be visible to the world 
around you, guide the world through your actions 
and let your voice be heard throughout the chaos 
of life. Do not be complacent about injustice, but 
be angry. Campaign for change and yearn for 
justice. Join together in a passionate communion 
and ask God for strength, as the gospel of Luke 
says: óFor nothing is impossible with Godô. 
Pray that through Fairtrade, impoverished 
farmers can build stability in their own lives, 
that together we may tip the balance in favour 
of the poor, that they may see a road out of 
poverty. Do not be discouraged by failure, but 
use your energy to persevere. Lord, as in all 
that we aspire to do, the spirit is willing, but 
the body is weak. Help us therefore to keep 
you at the centre of our actions for justice 
and to continually pray for your strength and 
guidance to make change happen. Let us 
not forget that to defend the rights of the 
poor and needy is your will, therefore we 
pray that through us may your will be done. 

 

Caroline Hughesdon, Fairtrade Foundation  
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This church is a member of "Reaching the 
Unchurched Network" (RUN). You can find 
our more from the website www.run.org.uk. 
RUNôs mission is: 'Equipping churches to 
reach unchurched people'  

 

The following article is reproduced by kind 
permission of the director, Chris Stoddard. 
 
 

On the RUN ς ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ w¦bΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ς Chris Stoddard 
While a few of us were in Rome recently, planning the EuroChurch conference for 
next May, we went out for dinner and to my great surprise I discovered that the 
person I was sat next to carried a secret that I previously had known nothing about. 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿ 
but I have to say I never suspected anything like this ς he seemed quite ordinary 
really. His secret? Well it turns out that he is a multi-ōƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
just take his word for it he was able to prove it there and then by taking out an 
absolutely genuine $50 billion dollar note. I suppose it goes without saying that the 
dollars were not of the American variety but Zimbabwean and were worth a total of 
about 50 pence!  

 

The irony is that around the same time the UK government announced it was 
putting a similar figure (in sterling) into the UK banking system to stave off financial 
disaster. It seemed a salutary lesson on value and worth ς the same amount in 
terms of the actual figure would have two very different impacts. One was virtually 
meaningless from a nation in desperate need while the other represented vast 
wealth from a nation that in comparison has everything.  

 

On the same trip we visited some of the famous sights of Rome; it was impossible 
not to notice the beggar looking for a few cents outside the door of one of the many 
incredibly ornate and opulent churches while inside we were told that restoration 
work would run into millions of Euros and please give generously.  

 

LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
hope to make any impact at all whether in world finance, cathedral restoration or 
anything in between. Seeing the things and people that Jesus values changes 
perspective. It is when we look through his eyes and feel with his heart that the 
possibility of making a difference one step and one life at a time suddenly becomes 
a reality. 
 

!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ Řƻǿƴ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ aŀǘǘ рΚ  
Yours in Christ     Chris 
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