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EDITORIAL MESSAGE  
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although  they may not always 

represent the views of the whole Church.  We are grateful for the financial support of our 
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered  

Toys are great at any time as the 
children can always find some thing 
they ócanôt possibly do withoutô or 
ówhat everyone else hasô óGuess the 
snowmanôs birthdayô and óWhereôs the 
teddyô had their place.  
The children were also able to 
decorate a tee shirt or make a 
calendar.  
The things which sell like hot cakes 
are of course the cakes and biscuits. 

Animals were not forgotten with food 
bowls and even Christmas stockings. 
Christmas paper, candles and all 
things Christmassy on the Christmas 
stall. Christmas decorations and a 
garden stall were busy. The handy 
craft stalls had all the results of many 
hours of hard work. For those who 
wanted to look pretty the jewellery stall 
had all that was needed and there was 
a popular toiletry stall. We had stalls 
from Nobel school, the Brownies and 

hand made cards, gifts, the auction 
and the raffle. Face painting was 
taken to a very high standard. The last 
few church tea towels were on sale 
and during it all Chris collected and 
counted the money.  
Many thanks to all the stall holders 
and their helpers who made the 
commitment and did all the hard work. 
Thanks must also go to Cathy and 
her helpers who organised 
everything to bring this bazaar to a 

successful conclusion and raised over £2800 for the church funds.   
  

Christmas Bazaar continued  
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This picture won the first prize in the 
Childrenôs picture competition which 

was judged at the Bazaar.  
Thanks to all the Children who took 

part. 
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The pews were moved the previous 
Sunday and banners were put up to 
advertise the event. Contact sheets 
were distributed throughout Chells 
to advertise all the services and 
other things happening from the 
Christmas Bazaar right through until 
Christmas Day.  Thursday saw the 
tables put into place and on Friday 
the stall holders started to arrive 
and prepare, to enable them to 
have everything ready for the 
opening at 10.00 on Saturday. The 
food was bought for the yummy bacon and sausage rolls, cakes were made 
and decorated. Lounges, garages and spare bedrooms were emptied of the 

goodies which had been collected, 
made or stored during the last few 
weeks and all of it was assembled 
to produce this spectacular bazaar.  
Santa arrived to take his place in 
the grotto with his Elf helper who 
greeted all the youngsters as they 
came to visit. There was the 
tombola game stall doing a roaring 
trade, at the bottle stall they were 
wielding the pack of cards and 
various bottles being taken away by 
grinning individuals. Marmalade and 

preserves always prove popular, especially if you enjoy your morning toast. 
The Junior Church stall organised 
by Sue and manned by Junior 
Church was doing a roaring trade, 
as was Sueôs attractive picture lotto 
game. The children always like their 
stall run by Geoff and Sue Clark 
where they get a prize every time. 
Pick a sock was a novel variation 
and the mulled wine was good. 
Books always make good reading 
or gifts for Christmas.  
Continued on the back page                             

 

Christmas Bazaar  
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We were all there and had 
everything ready for 4.30 and at 
last the children arrived and we 
were off. 
The children started  by colouring 
their hats and bags, then we all 
moved into the hall to hear Fiona 
talk about light.  
She had various lights to show us 
and the children gave some good 

descriptions of the properties of light.   
These she then compared with Jesus to 
show how Jesus is the óLight of the Worldô  
We all sang and held lights as we did a walk 
of witness round the green, outside of the 
church and back into the church for prayers. 
Everyone could then do whichever activity 
they preferred. The hot dogs, soup and 
biscuits were all available in the hall and 
consumed with great gusto, while others did 
some apple bobbing, then went on to get 
sweets out of flour, and catching doughnut 
in their teeth. The biscuit decorating and 
eating, black scratch off masks, and puppet 
making were all enjoyed.  
Then we formed a large circle, sang óWhen the Saints come marching Inô and 
lit the candles again to pray.  
All the activities that had been done were carried off in the bags with the    

addition of a sweetie goody bag. 
The children and parents all had a 
good time and the helpers also 
enjoyed the event, seeing 
everyone have such a good time. 
The older group gathered in the 
hall after 6.30 and played games, 
had quizzes, did some more 
doughnut catching and generally 
were kept very busy by Terry who 
was organising.  They all had a 
great time.  

 

Light up the World  
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Vicar  
Rev Duncan Campbellééé.... 
shsj@nildram.com  

 
4 Mobbsbury Way....... 

 

354 307 

Curate  
Rev Fiona Wheatley 
fiona.wheatley@ntlworld.com 

 
90 Ferrier Roadééé 

 
745 971 

Churchwardens    

Terry Budin-Jones 25 Ayr Closeééé.. 214 991 

Ruth Jermyééééééé. 257 Chells Way éé... 361 799 

Stewards    

Terry Coplandééééééé. 26 Beane Avenueéé. 350 662 

Sunil Jayewardeneééééé. 81 Siddons Roadéé. 357 650 

Church Office   -   open  Saturday 10am - 11 am 
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc 748 814  

JCC Secretary  éééééééé. Cathy Smith 222 515 

Treasurer ééééééééé... Hazel Roethenbaugh. 369 083 

Vice Treasurer.................... ééé.. Chris Edwardsé.. 362 560 

Gift Aid Secretaryéééééééé Peter Jermy éé... 361 799 

Organist/Church Music.................. ...  David Nobleééé. 215 091 

Junior Church..........................éé.. Greta Gardiner éé.. 226 703 

Scouts, Cubs..............................é... Peter and Ruth Jermy .. 361 799 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é... Tina Walsh éééé. 239 985 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship é. Rita Killickéééé. 358 679 

House Groups ééééééé... Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307 

Church Flowers ééééééé.. Olive Rispinééé.. 236 950 

Hall Manager éééééééé. Derek Fieldsend 07981 013 467 

Newsletter Editorééééééé.. Margaret Noble 215091 

Web Site ééééééééé. Media Group 369 083 

Website Addresséééééé.. www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk 
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From the Vicar  
Is New Year truly about new opportunities and new beginnings, or it is just a 
convention on the calendar? Is New year simply an arbitrary point in the 
endless cycle of seasons? We need markers so that we can make a fresh 
start and leave some stuff behind. I really like this verse from the Bible: If 
anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation: the old has gone, the new has 
come  
Surely this is the (new) starting point for us all. Through Jesus we can begin 
again - and again - his forgiveness and compassion is unlimited. This year 
2010 brings many opportunities and challenges. 
Around church this year we hope to see: 
   Growth in depth of faith through discipleship 
   Increasing numbers of Christians through evangelism 
   Extension of the church premises through the building project. This is to 
cope with whatôs already happening! 

and our challenges will include: 
    Developing small groups - we need more leaders 
    More sharing of the load - some people are working too hard! 
    Finance - we will review our giving of money in 2010, alongside our use of 

our time and skills 
Many people will have to face serious challenges - and opportunities - in this 
New Year. What will make them bearable for some is the new start which 
Jesus gives to anyone who asks him. What may make them bearable for 
those who donôt know or donôt want to know about that new start is our 
willingness to walk alongside them. 
This new year, letôs take fresh hold of our new start from Jesus, and live it out 
in all our opportunities and challenges. 
Duncan Campbell 

Young People  A research study conducted by nfpSynergy for The Scout 

Association was commissioned to ensure the voices of young people are  
included in this debate and the findings provide a robust view of what they 
think and feel.  ï Young people just want to have fun, have a family and 
friends, and make a difference.  
 ï Family members are the most positive influencers of young people.  
 ï A special place is reserved for mums across the UK.  
 ï Young people who are members of youth/sports clubs are better citizens.  
 ï Young people want to be listened to.  
 ï Young people who are members of clubs feel more valued and valuable.  
 ï Young people generally feel good about themselves.  
 ï Most young people feel they are in control of their lives and feel resilient.  
 ï Most young people trust their intuition and instincts to decide right from 
wrong.  



Page   4  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHN  CHELLS  PARISH  MAGAZINE   

 New Year Thoughts  form the Curate 
Soon it will be 2010!  It only seems five minutes ago that I was standing on 
the banks of the River Thames opposite the Houses of Parliament with my 11 
year old son by my side waiting to welcome in the Millennium.  It was a 
slightly misty night but we had a wonderful view of the fireworks and it is good 
to look back ten years later and know that I was there ï that the turning of the 
century did not pass me by.  I had such plans then ï to continue to be a good 
teacher ï maybe get a Deputyôs post, to raise my son and to develop my 
interest in herbalism and aromatherapy.  We had just got our first house (we 
had been in a flat before that) and I had great plans for the garden and for the 
house.  Life was settled and if not exciting it was at least comfortable and 
stable and I was content.  The New Millennium looked hopeful and as Alex 
and I made our way back across London in the early hours and I was in a 
happy mood.  I was 42 years old, had a home, a good job and a stable 
income ï I was set for life ï all the struggles of the years before were behind 
me, all I had to do now was keep going and all would be well. I had a lot to 
thank God for and I did in the quiet of my heart as we sat in a crowded 
underground train full of merry revellers. 
As we stand on the brink of a new decade I have had a chance to review the 
last ten years and all that they have brought.  Of course the major thing was 
being jolted out of my complacency by the Holy Spirit and thrust into the idea 
of becoming a priest with all that it would mean with regard to my teaching 
(which I still miss greatly) and being a called to a challenge that I thought was 
way out of my abilities.  The last seven years have been ones of constant 
change and challenge which has stretched all my limits.  And even now with 
the new decade only days away the changes have not stopped and will not 
as this year I will have to find a post and take up the responsibility for a parish 
by myself (a very scary thought). 
Had someone told me what was going to happen I think i would have turned 
away and said óNo thank youô  I am fine as I am, but looking back I can see 
what a marvellous adventure it all was and how sorry I would have been to 
miss it all.  I even mean the bad stuff and there has been plenty of that.  The 
woman standing on the banks of the Thames was ready to stay put, sit tight, 
and just see it through.  Ten years later and ten years older life is very 
different, nothing is set, nothing is stable or assured and everything is still out 
there to be learned and change is the order of the day. 
I have wondered how I have got through it all ï and then the peace of the 
Holy Spirit comes and reminds me that I was never alone, never abandoned, 
never left without an open door or a free choice to make.  There was always a 
way, a helping hand, a friend to walk beside me, a project to undertake, a 
problem to address and way forward.   
Continued at the bottom of page 7 
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All aspects of carpentry, 
maintenance and odd jobs.  
Flooring, Doors, locks, 
Skirting  
Kitchens, Architraves, 
Decking  

 

Free estimates, fully insured  

 

10 years experience  
Give us a call  

 on  
01462 815131 

or  
   07710 290 163 

R & G CARPENTRY  

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page 
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Tiger Flooring 21 Thanks to our advertisers whose   
contributions help  toward the cost of  

publishing this Magazine  
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Evening Pilgrimage to St Albans Abbey  
Following earlier discussion with Geoff Tickner, I have booked St Albans Ab-
bey for an evening pilgrimage on Wednesday 19

th
 May 2010 for  

Holy Trinity and any other churches in Stevenage who wish to join with us. 
This is a new venture the Abbey has introduced which sounds quite exciting. 
It is open to Parishes, Deaneries and Ecumenical groups.  
As they are catering for 60 plus for the evening we invite you and your 
church to join us in making it a Deanery Pilgrimage. 
Holy Trinity will organise a coach(es) as required for which there will be a 
cost not expected to exceed £10.00 and the Abbey will charge £5.00 per 
head to cover the cost of refreshments etc. 
I will need an indication of the level of interest that this evening may have 
and would appreciate if you would let me know by the end of the year the 
likely numbers that may join us on 19

th
 May 2010 from your church.  

Obviously final numbers will not be required until much nearer the time when 
we will need to commit to a firm booking for the coach(es). 
Please advise me if you are interested on 01438 224165 
e-mail: geoff.withers@ntlworld.com 
Regards  

Geoff Withers.  Churchwarden, Holy Trinity Stevenage.  
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Church Collections  
You may wonder each Sunday what exactly happens to 
the money that you put in the  
mission overseas box during the taking of the collection. 
Of the money taken over the course of the year 10% is 
sent to the Barnabas Fund and the remaining 90% is 
split evenly between Methodist and Anglican develop-
ment charities. The  
Anglican charity we support is USPG, United Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel, rather an old-fashioned name now, as they do much more than 
just preach!  (see www.uspg.org.uk ). USPG: Anglicans in World Mission 
works in direct partnership with Anglican Churches in over 50 countries, help-
ing to support vital church work, including healthcare, education, leadership 
training and action for social justice 
In Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America, they are enabling Anglican 
Churches to reach out to poor and marginalised communities in practical and 
life-changing ways. In practice, this means they are helping local churches to 
run schools and hospitals, build houses and dig wells, and provide  
agricultural training for subsistence farmers. They also support church  
outreach, theological training and youth work programmes. 
It is thanks to the support of churches like ours that USPG has been able to 
fund hundreds of grassroots initiatives of local churches which have become 
successful schemes ï managed and run 
by the community itself.  
Normally churches will identify specific 
projects or areas of USPG work that they 
want their donations to be used for, and 
St Hugh & St John is no different. 
As many of you may remember, about 
three years ago the JCC church decided, 
after consulting the congregation, that we 
would support a project called Open 
Book which was an education project run 
by the Churches of India. 
These projects have now come to an end and USPG have this year asked us 
to consider which project we wish to support in the future. The JCC asked the 
Hungry for Justice group to think about this and recommend a project. 
We looked at the material that USPG sent on projects in South America ,  
Africa and Asia and decided to recommend the Womenôs Centre in  
Trivandrum, South India. This was accepted at Julyôs Meeting of the JCC. We 
hope, with the help of JAM group and its leaders, to use the regular feedback 
from USPG to create a display in the church on a regular basis,   
Continued on page 6  

mailto:geoff.withers@ntlworld.com
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   Woman carrying a water pot 

 
showing progress on the project together 
with details of how much financial contribu-
tion we have made.  
Hopefully this will help us all realize how 
each and every contribution can make an 
amazing difference to someoneôs life else-
where in the Anglican Communion. 
USPG Projects: Womenôs Centre in 
Trivandrum, South India  
Target: Ã6,680/ú8,900 | Project 463 
Many women in South India, in both rural and  
urban communities have been on the receiving end of abuse, suppression, 
humiliation, forceful dowry and mental trauma. 
The Womenôs Centre, run by the Church of South India in Trivandrum, the 
capital of Kerala, provides the voiceless and suffering women with shelter, 
medical aid and marriage guidance counselling. 
The centreôs core vision is to encourage women to become self-dependant 
through vocational and leadership training. 
In their own words: 
"We are optimistic that the different issues among families can be resolved 
through counselling and interventions" - Moderator J W Gladstone, Church of 
South India 

Jennie Stockwell  

Property Group Report  
We have looked at the rendering on the Hall wall which faces roughly north 
and is badly stained. The special render means that we shall have to be  
careful how we clean it, which we should have to do whether we go on to 
paint it or not afterwards. There is also evidence of damage to the mortar be-
tween some of the coping stones on that side, which has contributed to the 
staining, and will need to be made good. Some bubbling under the roofing felt 
on the Hall roof will require attention 
At our meeting on 22 September we spent some time discussing with our 
Architect Andy Hills whether we could make a start on the toilets and meeting 
room with the money we currently have in the Building Extension Fund. It 
was decided that we could, so detailed plans are now being drawn up with a 
view to applying for specific planning permission and going out to tender.  
Although we shall undoubtedly have a shortfall in the money required it was 
felt that we could go ahead in the knowledge that there were several ways in 
which we could make up the difference, not least that people will rally round 
once work has begun. Already we have commissioned a survey of the drains 
and an examination to see if we have any asbestos in the area where the 
work will be carried out        Colin Killick  
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Monday Washday  
Lord, help me wash away all my selfishness and vanity, so I may serve you 
with perfect humility through the week ahead.  
Tuesday Ironing Day  
Dear Lord, help me iron out all the wrinkles of prejudice I have collected 
through the years so that I may see the beauty in others.  
Wednesday Mending Day  
O God, help me mend my ways so I will not set a bad example for others. 
Thursday Cleaning Day  
Lord Jesus, help me to dust out all the many faults I have been hiding in the  
secret corners of my heart.  
Friday Shopping Day  
O God, give me the grace to shop wisely so I may purchase eternal  
happiness for myself and all others in need of love.  
Saturday Cooking Day  
Help me, my Saviour, to brew a big kettle of brotherly love and serve it with  
clean, sweet bread of human kindness.  
Sunday The Lord's Day     
O God, I have prepared my house for you. Please come into my heart so I  
may spend the day and the rest of my life in your presence.  

 

"Be kinder than necessary, for everyone you meet is fighting some kind 
of battle."  

Noah's Ark  

Everything I need to know, I learned from Noah's Ark.  
ONE: Don't miss the boat. TWO: Remember that we are all in the same boat!  
THREE:  Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark. FOUR: Stay 
fit. When you're 60 years old, someone may ask you to do something really 
big. FIVE: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.  
SIX: Build your future on high ground. SEVEN:  For safety's sake, travel in 
pairs. EIGHT: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board  
With  the cheetahs.  NINE:  When you're stressed, float awhile.  
TEN : Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.  
ELEVEN: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a  
rainbow waiting.  
This was on the internet with a request to pass it to all the people you wanted 
to see Blessed, So it has now come to you all.  God Bless 

I have a bedroom/sitting room suite available for rent to a professional  
female in my 300 yr old thatched property in peaceful, unspoilt countryside 
15/20 min drive from Stevenage/Ware/Hertford.  Would suit a nature lover -  
beautiful walks from the doorstep.  Friendly Christian Landlady!   
Contact Liz on 01438 869222  
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Christmas Holiday Club  
We all gathered together on Saturday 12

th
 for another action packed morning. 

We started by joining a group and decorating a calendar.  
During the worship session with Fiona, we remembered that Jesus was born 
as our Saviour, sang some songs with the actions and said prayers before 
going into the hall for activities. 
There were pens to decorate as little angels, cards to make into a bauble 
which could then be used as a Christmas decoration,  
Christmas table decorations, using cane circles and decorating with greenery 
and flowers. Christmas crackers were made and filled with hats, snaps, gift  
and motto. No Holiday Club could be complete without  the biscuits, angels, 
stars and  bells were decorated and which as usual were hugely popular. 
The morning ended as we joined together again for our final songs and 
prayers before gathering all our goodies to take home. 

Keep this philosophy in mind the next time you hear, 
or are about to repeat a rumour.  
In ancient Greece (469-399 BC), Socrates was widely 
lauded for his wisdom. One day the great philosopher 
came upon an acquaintance, who ran up to him excitedly 
and said, "Socrates, do you know what I just heard about 
o n e  o f  y o u r  s t u d e n t s . . . ? " 
"Wait a moment," Socrates replied. "Before you tell me, I'd 
like you to pass a little test. It's called the Test of Three."  
"Test of Three?" "That's correct," Socrates continued. "Before you talk to 
me about my student let's take a moment to test what you're going to say.  
The first test is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are 
about to tell me is true?"  "No," the man replied, "actually I just heard about 
it."  "All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or not.  
Now let's try the second test, the test of Goodness. Is what you are about to 
tell me about my student something good?"  "No, on the contrary..." 
"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about him 
even though you're not certain it's true?"  The man shrugged, a little embar-
rassed.  
Socrates continued, "You may still pass though because there is a third test 
- the filter of Usefulness. Is what you want to tell me about my student go-
ing to be useful to me?"  "No, not really..."  "Well," concluded Socrates, "if 
what you want to tell me is neither True nor Good nor even Useful, why tell 
it to me at all?"  The man was defeated and ashamed and said no more. 
This is the reason Socrates was a great philosopher and held in such high 
esteem.    
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Continued from page4      So although things are very different now ï I will 
still take the time on New Yearôs Eve to thank God for being there over the 
last ten years and to óYesô to whatever he sends my way in the next ten.  I 
wonder where I will be as we move into the 2020ôs ï still praising God I hope 
and still looking back and seeing the wonder and adventure in it all and Godôs 
wonderful guiding hand in my life. 
Happy New Year to you all ï and take the time to look back yourself before 
the new decade and see how God has moved in your life and how different 
you are and think about the future and how he will continue to move, change 
and develop you with his loving care as you continue on the great adventure 
of life and if you are ósitting tightô with it all sorted ï watch out ï the adventure 
is just around the corner.                                
God Bless   Fiona  

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP  

NEW STEVENAGE YMCA HOME STOREð 
UNWANTED FURNITURE APPEAL  
The YMCA is opening two new shops, in Stevenage & Welwyn Garden City 
to help fund their vital work in providing supported accommodation and youth 
programmes in the local area.  
The new Stevenage YMCA Home Store is opening in the Forum shopping 
centre adjacent to TK Maxx and JJB Sports. They urgently need stock to 
open and are offering a free van collection service. If you have saleable fur-
niture or electrical items in working order, please take them along to the 
store or contact them to arrange a collection.  
There is no better time to clear out those lofts, garages and sheds!   
YMCA Shop Donations Hotline: 01707 351439 or alternatively email: 
shopdonations@centralhertsymca.org.uk  
Thank you very much for your ongoing prayer and support for the work of the 
YMCA. 

Our spring programme begins on Shrove Tuesday at 8pm with a Pancake 
Party and a pencil and paper alphabet quiz. Do come and join us on this  
occasion even if you are not a regular member ï usually there is the  
opportunity to eat as many pancakes as you like! 
FEBRUARY 16th. SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE PARTY TIME 8PM                        
            pencil and paper alphabet quiz! 
FEBRUARY 23rd.  A JOURNEY BY STAGECOACH IN 1820 TIME 7.45PM  
   a CD by Hugh Granger 
Meetings are held in the Church Hall. Anyone may come, just turn up at 
7.45pm. Subscriptions are £1 per meeting, which includes a cup of coffee or 
tea and a biscuit. 
We can even arrange transport for you.    Rita Killick.  

mailto:shopdonations@centralhertsymca.org.uk
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Sweden - by Kate Woods  
As some of you may know, on the 24

th
 April 2009, 

I travelled to Sweden with the diocese. The point 
of the trip was to strengthen the link between our 
diocese and the diocese of Linköping, for the 
reason of youth work. While we were there we 
learnt a lot about the church culture in Sweden as 
well as learning a lot about each otherôs churches 
and work here in the diocese. There were 6 of us 
that travelled Dave Green [youth officer for the 
diocese], Andy [St. Lukeôs church in Luton], Karen 
[St. Maryôs church in Watford], Sara and Kristine 
[Welwyn Garden City].  Of those who travelled, 
Andy, Karen and Sara, are paid full time youth 

workers, and Kristine is on work placement from Germany.   Each day started 
early and finished late. During the time we were there, we travelled to several 
towns, villages and cities. We looked at many churches both low and high. 
The low churches werenôt as we had expected, they were still every bit as 
formal as the high churches, just with less decoration. They donôt use any 
modern worship songs or ways of reading, family services donôt exists and 
there is no junior church, most weeks they are lucky to get 10 people in.  
Members of the general public pay a fee to the church, whether they attend 
or not, it is deemed more like a tax, with the option to opt out. The churches 
donôt struggle for money as we do,and every service still has a collection. 
Everyone who works in the church is paid, children workers, youth workers, 
cleaners, organist, wardens etc.  
The service runs pretty much exactly as it does over here. It was pretty easy 
to follow, even if it was all in Swedish, until the point of the sermon!! When it 
comes to the communion, you walk up as you do, take your piece of bread or 
wafer from the priest, step to the right, dunk it in the wine, step to the right, 
bow your head, eat and curtsey, before walking back to you seat. It is all very 
formal, which is both extremely uncomfortable for someone who hasnôt been 
in the situation before, and beautifully respectful. Where Fiona or Duncan will 
say in church, ówe will now take the collectionô, or ówe will now sing hymn...ô 
this is not done in Sweden, and so you are expected to know what comes 
next. 
The Swedish church has a big problem with keeping children and teenagers 
in the church. When we spoke to the teenagers [the Christian few we met] 
they said that although they were strong in their faith, they felt it was all very 
boring, and showed no relevance to their life. This made me see, that as a 
church we do a brilliant job with the children, and making them feel 
comfortable and wanted, but that maybe now we need to focus on the 
teenagers, to make them feel special and wanted, and to dispel the myth that  
 

 

Page  21  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHN  CHELLS  PARISH  MAGAZINE   



Page   20  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHN  CHELLS  PARISH  MAGAZINE   

Page  9  

ST HUGH  & S T JOHN  CHELLS  PARISH  MAGAZINE   

Christians are all weird bible- bashers! And so that they do not keep dropping 
off, like I and so many others have and continue to. The youth are the future 
of our church and faith, and we need them.  The confirmation process is a 
very important part of the Swedish culture. It is the ódone thingô to be 
confirmed, regardless of you or your families relationship with the church or 
the faith.  Although I believe that the numbers of 14 year olds getting 
confirmed in Sweden is brilliant, it concerns me as to whether they are 

understanding and respecting the vows to 
God that they are making, and whether given 
an option and greater understanding they 
would still continue to make those choices. 
The confirmation process takes 7 months, 
and over this period the teenagers take 
several weekend and week long trips away. 
On these trips they will camp, worship, do 
team building exercises and so on. The trip is 
thought to be the main focus, especially 
among the young!! They take trips within 
Sweden and abroad, all of which is funded by 
the church. I also discovered that within our 
own diocese we are doing an incredible 

amount of work with our young people. The other youth workers I met have 
taken their youth to Costa Rica to do mission work, gone to Brazil, 
encouraged mission work within their own communities and mentored  
un-churched young people in the area and taken them out of crime. Within 
Stevenage, we have Cornerstone, a youth organisation that are working 
within secondary schools in the town, Breathe, a bi-monthly youth worship 
event, with a youth band, and many other groups in other churches. I am 
excited by the work within the town, and would encourage you to get 
involved, and take our young people, your teenagers along; so that they can 
see that they arenôt the only Christians around. 
I could write and tell you so many, things that I learnt 
on my trip away, it was an amazing experience, and I 
enjoyed every moment. I brought back a lot of 
brochures and leaflets from the churches I visited and 
the diocese, and I have plenty of photos, if youôre 
interested in seeing it all Iôd love to show you. I also 
hope that the brilliant people I met in Sweden will 
soon be over to visit, and I will be proudly showing 
them our church and what we do here.   
ñLord I lift your name on high and I love to sing 
your praises, Iôm so glad youôre in my lifeò Traditional style 

church in Sweden  

Tree of hope and faith, each 
ball represents a different 
thing : Linkoping Cathedral 




