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EDITORIAL MESSAGE  
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although  they may not always 

represent the views of the whole Church.  We are grateful for the financial support of our 
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered  

Junior Church News ~ Greta Gardiner  
It has been an extremely busy but 
enjoyable time in Junior Church, since I 
last wrote for the Magazine. 
The Nativity Service on 20

th
 December 

2009 went very well with all the cast 
members turning up, despite the snow, 
and putting on a fantastic performance 
for the congregation. óWell doneô to all 
the cast members, readers and narrators 
who did a marvellous job, especially the 

younger children who learnt their lines so well ï I was so proud!!! (you know 
who you are) . I would also like to thank all the 
leaders and helpers who worked so hard to assist 
the children and young people and to all parents 
and carers who gave us such great support.  
On Sunday 10 January 2010 the Junior Church 
hosted its annual Christmas Party; this was well 
attended, again despite the snow. John Harrison 
and his team organised games in the hall and in 
the church, including football and óJohnôs special 
Christmas chocolate huntô. 
There was lots of party food including Christmas 
trifle, Christmas pudding and cream.  
To round off the party the children and young 
people played pass the parcel and musical chairs, 
before going home with their Christmas Party bags.  
Special thanks to our photographer for the day Adam Gleed. We welcome to 
the Junior Church team Stuart Paterson and Kara Wright . Stuart and Kara 
both work with the younger children as helpers in the Bubbles and Splash 

groups and assist Nick as 
Registration Assistants.    
On behalf of Karen Fieldsend and 
myself, ñmany thanksò to all of the 
Leaders and helpers in Junior 
Church, who give so much of their 
time and support, working for the 
children and young people of our 
congregation and the community.                      
Greta, On behalf of the Junior 
Church Team  
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Our Vision is that the communities of which we are a part will be  
Centred on Jesus Christ;   Filled with love, joy and hope;   

Living life to the full;  With God as our King  

 

 

Optional 
Donation  

£1  

Enclosed is the annual envelope for donations  to the magazine.  
Also the change of bank details for anyone paying collection into the 

bank : see page 16.      Many thanks for your continued support. 
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Why does everyone SHOUT when using their mobile phone? 
I know I do it too sometimes. We find ourselves forced to 
hear things weôd rather not know. Maybe thatôs where the 
phrase ñtoo much informationò comes from! Anyway, over-
heard ñIôm just walking past the church ... How long have you 
lived here? And you donôt know thereôs a church ...?ò 
In the past when people have said that they couldnôt find the 
church I have (briefly) thought about abseiling down the front 
wall and spray painting ñthis is a Churchò in the largest possible letters on the 

grey flints. Surely itôs impossible to miss such a large  
building and the enormous wooden cross outside should 
be a clue but apparently not. Most Christians notice 
churches because worshipping God and being with other 
Christians matters to us. However, if the buildings and 
what they stand for are irrelevant to your life, theyôll  
become almost invisible to you. 
Itôs six weeks to Easter .  
Christianity is respected but not 
relevant as far as most of the  
population is concerned. We  
believe that knowing Jesus and fol-
lowing him is vital. To know Jesus is 
literally more important than the air 

we breathe. Someday weôll all stop breathing but  
because Jesus has died for our sins and is risen 
from the dead  we will live with him in eternity. We 
believe that Jesus has ñthe words of eternal lifeò and 
passing on that knowledge is important but perhaps 
first we need to demonstrate that those words matter 
to us. We need to show that they are relevant to our lives, that we are  
walking the walk as well as talking the talk. Literally walking the walk as you  
deliver the Contact leaflets will help as well! 
Maybe if more of our communities notice that our faith touches our lives, and 
more importantly, touches their lives, then fewer people will need to ask 
ñwhereôs the church?ò 
because theyôll have 
found their way in al-
ready. 

Happy Easter! 
Duncan Campbell 

From the Vicar  
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 This comes from a roman catholic elementary school test.  Kids were asked 

Questions about the old and new testaments. The following statements 
About the bible were written by children. They have not been retouched 
Or corrected. Incorrect spelling has been left in. 
1. In the first book of the bible, guinessis. God got tired of creating The world 
so he took the sabbath off. 
2. Adam and eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was joan 
Of ark. Noah built and ark and the animals came on in pears. 
3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire during the 
night. 
4. The jews were a proud people and throughout history they had trouble 
With unsympathetic genitals 
5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a jezebel 
Like delilah. 
6. Samson slayed the philistines with the axe of the apostles. 
7. Moses led the jews to the red sea where they made unleavened bread 
Which is bread without any ingredients 
8, the egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.. After wards, moses 
Went up to mount cyanide to get the ten commandments. 
9. The first commandments was when eve told adam to eat the apple. 
10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 
11. Moses died before he ever reached canada . Then joshua led the 
Hebrews in the battle of geritol. 
12.. The greatest miricle in the bible is when joshua told his son to 
Stand still and he obeyed him. 
13. David was a hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He 
Fought the finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in biblical times. 
14. Solomon, one of davids sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 
15. When mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the magna - 
16. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived they found (Carta. 
Jesus in the manager. 
17. Jesus was born because mary had an immaculate contraption. 
18. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on his head. 
19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others before 
they do one to you. He also explained a man doth not live by Sweat alone. 
20. It was a miricle when jesus rose from the dead and managed to get 
The tombstone off the entrance. 
21. The people who followed the lord were called the 12 decibels. 
22. The epistels were the wives of the apostles. 
23. One of the oppossums was st. Matthew who was also a taximan. 
24. St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy acrimony which 
Is another name for marraige.. 
25. Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony. 
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WHO'S WHO at St Hugh  & St John  

Vicar  
Rev Duncan Campbellééé.... 
shsj@nildram.com  

 
4 Mobbsbury Way....... 

 

354 307 

Curate  
Rev Fiona Wheatley 
fiona.wheatley@ntlworld.com 

 
90 Ferrier Roadééé 

 
745 971 

Churchwardens    

Terry Budin-Jones 25 Ayr Closeééé.. 214 991 

Ruth Jermyééééééé. 257 Chells Way éé... 361 799 

Stewards    

Terry Coplandééééééé. 26 Beane Avenueéé. 350 662 

Sunil Jayewardeneééééé. 81 Siddons Roadéé. 357 650 

Church Office   -   open  Saturday 10am - 11 am 
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc 748 814  

JCC Secretary  éééééééé. Cathy Smith 222 515 

Treasurer ééééééééé... Hazel Roethenbaugh. 369 083 

Vice Treasurer.................... ééé.. Chris Edwardsé.. 362 560 

Gift Aid Secretaryéééééééé Peter Jermy éé... 361 799 

Organist/Church Music.................. ...  David Nobleééé. 215 091 

Junior Church..........................éé.. Greta Gardiner éé.. 226 703 

Scouts, Cubs..............................é... Peter and Ruth Jermy .. 361 799 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é... Helen Priest 229 447 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship é. Rita Killickéééé. 358 679 

House Groups ééééééé... Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307 

Church Flowers ééééééé.. Olive Rispinééé.. 236 950 

Hall Manager éééééééé. Derek Fieldsend 07981 
013 467 

Newsletter Editorééééééé.. Margaret Noble 215091 

Web Site ééééééééé. Media Group 369 083 

Website Addresséééééé.. www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk 
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 No need to buy pots  use these simple pots made from newspapers. The 
best part is that the pots can go right into the ground with the seedlings when 
the time comesé no need to transplant.  

Assembly  
1. Fold a full sheet of newspaper in ½ lengthwise.  
2. Make another fold about 8 cm (3ò) in from the folded edge.  
3. Place the tube about 10 cm (4ò) from the unfolded edge and roll the paper 

around the tube into a cylinder.  
4. Starting with the innermost loose corner, fold in the newspaper to the  
     centre of the tube. No need to be neat.  
5. Pull out the tube from the open end of the cylinder.  
6. Use a fist or flat end of a drinking glass to compact and form the closed 

end of the cylinder from the inside.  
7. Secure the potôs shape and form the rim of the pot by folding the top edge 

over twice.  
Use these pots as you would any pots to grow seedlings for a flower or  
vegetable garden.  
When the time comes to plant the seedlings, simply place the whole pot  
the ground. The newspaper will biodegrade (break down) in 1-5 months and  
become part of the soil.  
When we made these with Springboard we found- Donôt roll them too tight or 

it is difficult to get the tin off. 
We found usual Baked Bean 
size tin is Ok but donôt put the 
paper to the top of the tin, 
leave some tin to hold as you 
pull it out. Turn the tin round 
and re-insert it to compress 
the base and you can write 
with permanent pen on the 
pots. 

Why do Tesco's make the sick walk all the  way to the back of the store to get 
their  prescriptions while healthy people can buy  cigarettes at the front. 
Why do people order double cheeseburgers, large  fries, and a diet coke. 
Why do banks leave both doors open and then chain  the pens to the  
counters. 
Why do we leave cars worth thousands of  pounds in the driveway and put 
our useless junk  in the garage. 
Why do they have drive-up ATM machines with Braille lettering.. 
Why can't women put on mascara with their mouth closed? 
Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic Wins Lottery'? 
Why is 'abbreviated' such a long word? 
Why is it that doctors call what they do  'practice'?  
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"We were Eurostar Refugees  
Rita and I, together with Arthur Scarrow, decided to visit the Christmas 
markets at Cologne and RŤdesheim with Treyn Holidays, one of the Great 
Rail Journeys Group. All our journeys were by standard class rail (or should 
have been!). There were around 40 of us on the holiday. These markets ran 
from 26 November to 22 December this year; weôll tell you more about the 
actual markets in  a later article. ( In the following I shall give all expenses in 
GBP for convenience (Ã1 = ú1.06, so there is very little difference!)). 
We left St Pancras International for Brussels by Eurostar at 8.27am on 
Wednesday 17 December, which once again reinforced my feeling that the 
Eurostar trains are rapidly reaching their sell-by date. At Brussels we caught 
an Intercontinental Express (ICE) train to Cologne, a vastly different 
proposition: much more comfortable with more legroom and a smoother ride. 
We left Cologne for Remagen, where we were staying, in the rush hour in a 
suitably crowded ñRegioò single-decker train (subsequent double-decker 
ñRegioò trains were equally crowded). Although a small town, Remagen 
station has 5 platforms. Hotel Pilger was just across the road from the station. 
It was a good hotel, with plenty of good food and very friendly staff. 
Four days later we set out to return to England. The fateful Saturday morning, 
20 December, dawned cold and snowy. We were due to leave after lunch, so 
many of us braved the bitter cold and couple of inches of snow to visit the 
remains of the famous railway bridge crossing the Rhine at Remagen. The 
Americans claimed that it fell down after they had captured it intact, the locals 
seemed to think they destroyed it, but this failed to save the four people 
facing Hitlerôs kangaroo court for failing to destroy it before the Americans 
arrived ï three of the ñguiltyò were executed immediately! The remains have 
been adapted into a Peace Museum but this closes in November. 
Our first problem was that the express train from Remagen to Cologne on 
which we had booked seats was running late; it was feared that it might start 
to run even later, so we caught an earlier stopping train. At Cologne, yes, 
youôve guessed it, our ICE train to Brussels was also running late. We 
managed to rescue one of our Group who boarded an ICE train going to 
Munchen Gladbach, thinking that it was ours. The Brussels train eventually 
arrived, we boarded and began to warm up (If you think Stevenage station is 
cold, try standing at the end of a snow-covered platform in Cologne!). First 
the main lights went out, then it began to get cold, then a voice in German 
began to speak. Immediately several people began to get dressed; because 
the order of announcements is German, French and English, we were the last 
to learn that the train had failed and we were to go from Platform 8 to join the 
Paris train (a Thalys) on Platform 5, which was to be re-routed via Brussels. 
By that time we were standing in the vestibules and down the central 
gangways of the first-class carriages, the Thalys conductor flatly refused to  
allow his double-loaded train to depart. Thus came the dulcet tones from on  
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All aspects of carpentry, 
maintenance and odd jobs.  
Flooring, Doors, locks, 
Skirting  
Kitchens, Architraves, 
Decking  

 

Free estimates, fully insured  

 

10 years experience  
Give us a call  

 on  
01462 815131 

or  
   07710 290 163 

R & G CARPENTRY  

Thanks to our advertisers whose  
contributions help  toward the cost of 

publishing this Magazine  
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high: ñPassengers travelling to Brussels on the 14.42, your train is waiting to 
depart from Platform 8ò. So, back we all trudged, down the stairs to the  
linkway and up those to Platform 8, back to the seats we had left 15 minutes  
earlier. Our train eventually left 1hr 25mins late, and although the driver 
touched 210kph at one stage, he failed to make up any time. So we would 
have missed our Eurostar trainéif there had been one to miss!  
We now get a bit hazy, because it was very difficult to learn what was actually 
happening! The advantages of being part of a Group soon became obvious. 
We had been told on the train that we would be spending the night in the 
Bedford Hotel in Brussels ï free of charge of course ï because 2 trains had 
blocked the Tunnel. So we all queued for taxis; I think ours knew he was onto 
a good thing: every time he was stopped by traffic he turned off. We saw a lot 
of Brussels on that journey, to be precise £20 worth, for a journey of about  
½ mile! Had we known the way we could have walked it because there was 
no snow at that stage. Eventually the Hotel booked us in; there was a second 
stranded Treyn Holiday party booked in, so Barry, our tour leader, had 
backup in the shape of Sarah, and Reception didnôt quite know what was  
going on. We had a (very) late meal and went to bed. Our room backed onto 
the service lift, which needed maintenance: every time it moved it made loud 
screeching noises! Earplugs became very necessary!  
The room rate was £300 a night, so I hope that Treyn Holidays has good  
insurance, because we only paid £330 each for the entire holiday! 
Next day (Sunday) dawned snowy. The Directors of Treyn Holidays were 
called in to approve some expensive escape plans. We tried our first  
Breakout  at lunchtime ï train Brussels-Calais and ferry Calais-Dover, but the 
trains turned out to be ghost trains, although we thought that Eurostar were 
running to Calais - but they still had problems even then. Without a ferry 
booking we would just be transferring our refugee base to Calais. Treyn had 
located a coach as an alternative, but no driver was available. So, back to the 
Bedford for a second night. Different room, no noisy lift, earlier meal, another 
£300 on the clock. 
Monday we were to repeat the saga, but then coaches were laid on: Brussels
-Calais Docks, ferry Calais-Dover, coach Dover Docks-St Pancras  
International. And this time it worked! By various devious means, which 
meant  leaving a large number of other angry would-be customers standing in 
the snow, we reached the passenger ferry terminal at Calais. After another 
long wait, mainly whilst P&O found enough buses to get us to the ship, we 
left for England at 6pm (UK time). By this time Arthur had succumbed to a 
vicious bug which one of our Group had very kindly brought with him, and he 
was dashing along the deck several times to the loos. 
At Dover another wait whilst P&O found their buses to ferry us to the  
Customs shed.  
Continued on page 9  


