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EDITORIAL MESSAGE 
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although  they may not always 

represent the views of the whole Church.  We are grateful for the financial support of our 
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered  

                                                                                                                                                 Junior Church News  

 

It has been an extremely busy but most enjoyable time in 
Junior Church, since I last wrote for the Magazine, as 
promised find below pictures of cast of óThe Inn-keeper & 
his wifeô from 
the Nativity 

Service on 19
th
 December 2010 

óWell doneô to all the cast  
members, readers and dancers 
who putting on a fantastic perform-
ance for the congregation. I would 
also like to thank all the leaders 
and helpers who worked so hard to 
assist the children and young  
people and to all parents and carers who gave us such great support.  

On Sunday 9 January 2011 the  
Junior Church also hosted its  
annual Christmas Party this was 
very well attended and enjoyed by 
the children and young people. 
There was lots of party food  
including Christmas trifle and hot 
chocolate fudge cake and  
ice-cream.  
To round off the party the children 
and young people played pass the 
parcel before going home with 
their Christmas Party bags.   

Special thanks to our photographer 
for the day David Noble.    
On behalf of Karen Fieldsend and 
myself, ñmany thanksò to all of the  
Leaders and helpers in Junior 
Church, who give so much of their 
time and support, working for the 
children and young people of our 
congregation and the community.    

 

Greta,  
On behalf of  
the Junior Church Team  
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March - April  2011 

The Parish Magazine 

of St Hugh and St John  

 ~ Church in Chells ~ 
 An Anglican & Methodist  Ecumenical Partnership  

 

Our Vision is that the communities of which we are a part will be 
Centred on Jesus Christ;   Filled with love, joy and hope;   

Living life to the full;  With Jesus as our King  

 

Optional 
Donation 

£1 

                          There is an envelope in this magazine for  
                 those who prefer to give an annual donation 
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HIS - Story: Our Journeyé 

étogether we explore the Easter Story. 
Last year many of you helped to host an amazing event here at 

St Hugh and St John. We set up 5 stations and opened the church up for 

local schools and other user groups to come and experience the relevance of the 

Easter story for us in the here and the now, today. Lodge Farm, Camps Hill and Nobel 

brought young people who split into groups and journeyed through the Easter story, experi-

encing it through the eyes of four characters: Mary Magdalene, Judas Iscariot, Pontius 

Pilate, Peter and hearing the good news of the empty tomb at the fifth station.  We 

started our journey together 

around a long table and talked 

about going back to go for-

wardéto set the scene of the 

history of HIS -story. Having 

been challenged by the sta-

tions we then came back to-

gether to reflect on the fact 

that HIS -story doesnõt just remain history, it continues to be lived out through our-story: 

Our -journey. I have great pleasure in announcing that we are hosting this event again this 

year and already have every time slot taken up by school groups. Last year we saw three 

churches and ten schools taking part. This year we have five churches and 16 schools. This 

is awesome but we can only go forward now if we have enough people who are willing to com-

mit to sessions. If you have time, a passion to share the Easter story and are willing these 

are the sessions:  

Sunday 27 th  March Afternoon/Evening  Set up  

Monday 28 th  March Morning 9:00 -11:30 Monday 28 th  March Afternoon 1:00 -3:30  

Tuesday 29 th  March Morning 9:00 -11:30 Tuesday 29 th  March Afternoon 1:00 -3:30  

Wednesday 30 th  March Morning 9:00 -11:30 Wed. 30 th  March Afternoon1:00 -3:30  

Thursday 31 st  March Morning 9:00 -11:30 NO SESSION  

Friday 1 st  April Morning  Set down.  

If you can support this there will be an evening at United Reformed Church on 23 rd  March 

at 8pm to pray into this and ôwalk throughõ the stations together, so you feel confident in 

what you are being part of. If you can commit to this please contact me as soon as possible.  

Tracy (01438 314314 tracy.plumpton@bridgebuilderstrust.org.uk)  
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JUNIOR CHURCH FUND RAISING 

 

On Sunday 30th Jan, Junior church held a 'Donate a toy day' The children 
were asked to bring in new, or good quality used toys. It was a very  
successful event!! The toys donated ( see page 24) have been given to 
Home-Start Stevenage, our charity of the year. The some of the toys will be 
given to families in need, or as an 'ice breaker' when a new volunteer goes in 
to help a family, the others will be sold to the families in the 'family support 
groups' to raise some money. Maggie Charles (Home-Start Stevenage,  
Manager) and the team, would like to pass on their thanks and gratitude!  
As a team, we feel it is important that the children learn and understand that  
giving is a big part of our faith. The toys were a great use for this, as the  
children (especially the younger ones) relate to toys better than money. The 
children (and parents!) really did us proud, so a big pat on the back and well 
done to all of you!  
Junior Church welcome the church to join us in our upcoming  
fundraising events Sunday 10th April- Easter event, the children will be 
making things which will be on sale after church. 
We are very blessed to have the children and young people, and really enjoy 
the church as a whole being able to celebrate them with us!  

 

Kate Woods       
On behalf of the JC team  

 

 
HOME-START 

 

Many parents need help, 
friendship, advice or  
support during those early 
years when children are 
young. There is no rulebook 
for raising a family and 
sometimes it can seem 
overwhelming, particularly if 
your family is going through 

difficult times. If you feel you could use support and help from Home-start or 
would like to find out more please call on the number below. 
Our volunteers, who know about being a parent, support other parents by 
visiting them in their own homes for a couple of hours a week.  

 

Volunteers will be trained before supporting a family. To be a volunteer, you 
must be a parent. Volunteers are a big important part of Home-Start so if you 
are interested in finding out more please call 01438 367788 
http://www.homestart-stevenage.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.homestart-stevenage.org.uk/
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Vicar: Rev Duncan Campbell  
shsj@nildram.com  

 
4 Mobbsbury Way....... 

 

354 307 

Churchwardens   

Ruth Jermyééééééé........ 257 Chells Way éé... 361 799 

Stewards   

Terry Coplandéééééé...é. 26 Beane Avenueéé. 350 662 

Sunil Jayewardeneééééé... 81 Siddons Roadéé. 357 650 

Church Office   -   open  Saturday 10am - 11 am 
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc.              748 814   

JCC Secretary  éééééééé. Cathy Smith ................ 222 515 

Treasurer ééééééééé..... Hazel Roethenbaugh ... 369 083 

Vice Treasurer.....................ééé.... Peter Jermy/Philip Mahan 362 560 

Gift Aid Secretaryééééééé..é Peter Jermy éé......... 361 799 

Organist/Church Music.......................  David Nobleééé...... 215 091 

Junior Church..........................éé.... Greta Gardiner éé.... 226 703 

Scouts, Cubs..............................é... Peter and Ruth Jermy ..... 361 799 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é...... Helen Priest ................                229 447                                                                                                                                                 

18th. Brownies .......................... Clare Mckinley ............ 07751 593621 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship é... Rita Killickéééé...... 358 679 

House Groups ééééééé.... Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307 

Church Flowers ééééééé... Ruth Jermyééé........ 361799 

Hall Bookingséééééééé... Ruth Jermy 361799 

Parish Magazine Editorééé.......é Margaret Noble ........... 215091 

Web Site ééééééééé... Media Group ............... 369 083 

Website Addresséééééé.. www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk 
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FROM THE VICAR 

May you live in interesting times ... is said to be a ancient oriental 
curse! Maybe that depends on who and what you really trust. Certainly 
we are living in interesting times. Most of those over 30 will remember 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, the downfall of communism and the  
challenges which that has presented politically, morally and  
economically to the peoples of Europe. The spiritual challenge to the 
formerly oppressed churches remains huge. Right now weôre seeing 
changes in the Middle East whose course has yet to run. 
Easter  is an interesting time or at least it should be. Itôs not about 
cards, chocolate eggs, flowers, bunnies and a couple of bank  
holidays. Itôs about the ultimate conflict between good and evil, life and 
death, God and those opposed to his rule. Itôs about how far someone 
will go for their friends. There is a key question, the most interesting 
and important question ever: Did Jesus rise from the dead? Was he 
properly clinically dead, heart stopped, brain dead, body dead, and did 
God move heaven and earth to raise his Son? Because if these things 
are true, then there is a God, and he loves us passionately. If these 
things are true, then we can rely on all else that God has said and 
done, and as millions have done down the years, as a billion  
Christians do today, we can stake our lives on this truth and live it out 
every single day until we see him face to face. This Easter letôs show 

it, tell it, shout it: Jesus is Alive! 
Before Easter we will be running Lent groups based around the  
St Albans Lent Challenge, "Choose Love : Choose Life". Itôs part of 
the Living Godôs Love initiative (of which more soon) and you can see 
the materials at www.livinggodslove.org We are inviting all our readers 
to take part. Just email, phone 354307 or sign the list on the church 
notice board.  
Happy Lent and Happy Easter everyone! 
Duncan Campbell 

Passion and Compassion A Retreat  
Led by The Revd Michael Roden  

Rural Dean and Team Rector of Hitchin 
15

th
 ï 17

th
 June 2011 The Claret Centre The Towers, Buckden, 

Cambridgshire  Cost: £120 ï single room £100 ï sharing a double room  
(For an en -suite room, add £5 ðonly 3 available on a first come, first 
served basis) Booking forms available from: disretreats@stalbans.anglican.org 
or by calling the Retreats Coordinator, Revd T. Bell on 01462 768 123 

mailto:disretreats@stalbans.anglican.org
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Olive Rispin.     An appreciation of her life at St Hugh and St John.  

 

I first got to know Olive well over 31years ago when I was Church secretary 
at the time of the Unity discussions between the churches of St Hugh and  
St John.  I was aware at the time that Olive was a respected member of the 
Methodist Church and involved with their Childrenôs worship and music. It 
could not have been easy for her and others to accept the closure of  
St Johnôs and the move to unite with the Anglicans at St Hughôs but along 
with everybody else Olive moved and was, with George, an enthusiastic,  
industrious and faithful member of the United Church. 
In the initial stages she strengthened the Sunday school and laid the  
foundation for it to become the great path of Christian education that it is  
today. 
Perhaps she will be best remembered for her love of  flowers and the use of 
her talents in keeping the church welcoming with her beautiful displays week 
by week. She spent hours selecting and making the arrangements and was 
always willing to teach her skills to other helpers. Her attention to detail was 
unsurpassed as I learnt when I was involved with wedding preparations, 
when there used to be 25 a year. She would want to know brides and  
bridesmaids colour schemes for matching with her displays. At special times 
like Christmas, Armistice Day and other celebrations she produced wonderful 
arrangements.  
She was also an excellent singer who gave her talents willingly to church 
singing groups. In full flow in the congregation she could be heard by all and 
very good too. She also had her own views and opinions on hymn tunes and 
selection! 
Also with her talent for singing she was a prominent member of the  
Stevenage Ladies Choir and quite often was instrumental in bringing them to 
church for our entertainment. 
 Olive was also a good entertainer. When the opportunity arose she would be 
prepared to do óTurnsô at church social functions. She was well known in  
Stevenage with George for being a member of Concert Parties entertaining 
the old and lonely and others for charity. She willingly gave her time for the 
benefit of others. 
The large congregation at her funeral was an indication that many had a love 
and affection for Olive. She was indeed a lady of Faith who was willing to 
work on behalf of others. It was good to know you Olive. 
Our sympathy goes to George and all the family.            Derek Hillman 8/2/11 

Please continue to save CLOTHES and other TEXTILES and 
shoes for PHIL THE BAG and GOOD QUALITY BOOKS and DVDs 
for the stall in the entrance 
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All aspects of carpentry, 
maintenance and odd jobs. 
Flooring, Doors, locks, 
Skirting 
Kitchens, Architraves, 
Decking 

 

Free estimates, fully insured 

 

10 years experience 
Give us a call  

 on  
01462 815131 

or 
   07710 290 163 

R & G 
CARPENTRY 

Thanks to our advertisers whose  
contributions help  toward the cost of 

publishing this Magazine 

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page 

APS Legal Specialist 17 

Austin's  20 

Christopher's Optician 19 

Hair by Tracy 11 

I & B Electricals 11 

J & C Painting & Decorating 17 

Jazzercise        19 

MC Qualified Bookkeeper 17 

Newhaven - Specialist Care 
For  the older person 

16 

R & G Carpentry 21 

Rays of Sunshine 18 

Ross Randall Plumbing & 
Heating 

21 

Richard  Roethenbaugh 
~ Dog food supplier 

18 

Tom Ryan  Roof Maintenance 19 

Anyone wishing to advertise in this 
magazine please contact me at 
margaretnoble@ntlworld.com 
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Pilgrimage to Taizé  
Each summer, a group of young people from the Diocese spent a week in 
Taizé, a monastic village in Burgundy, France. It is an opportunity to meet and 
to worship with other young people from all over the world, as well as find time 
to see the beautiful village, relax by the natural source of St Étienne, or just 
play cards outside the tents. 
 Taizé is home to a group of Brothers who have taken monastic vows and now 
spend much of their lives looking after the thousands of young people who  
journey to Taizé for the peace and spirituality that it offers. 
A normal day at Taizé includes prayer in the church, bible study and group  
discussions, practical work around the site and plenty of food, socialising and  
time to soak up the sun! 
 There are so many reasons to go to Taizé: the worship is so different from 
ónormal churchô the Taiz® chants, make the services seem so beautiful and so 
peaceful that you can just sit and listen for hours. It is also a great  
experience to meet new people and make new friends, not just within the  
group but from all over the world. A group of us will be going again between 
23

rd
 July and 1

st
 August this summer, and it would be great to get as many  

people along as possible. If youôre between 15 and 30 and interested in  
coming have a look at the information below and get in touch to find out more. 
Hope to see you there! (Josh Young) 
 Taize 2011 - We will travel by bus from St Albans leaving mid-afternoon on 
Saturday 23

rd
 July  and returning around 6am on Monday 1

st
 August. The  

pilgrimage is open to young adults between the ages of 15 and 29. You are  
welcome to bring your children and there is a special familiesô programme and 
camping area. Costs will be around £180 (please ask for costs for  
families) which includes travel and all food. Accommodation is in tents, and for 
those who do not have their own tent there are big dormitory tents  
available.  
For information, or to request a booking form, please contact:  
The Revd Ysmena Pentelow on 01727 81849  
or ysmenapentelow@talkatlk.net   
www.taize.fr (the Taize website); www.gotaize.org.uk (our website) 

A Sunday School teacher began her  lesson with a question,  
"Boys and girls, what do we  know about God?"  A hand shot up in the air. 
 "He is an  artist!" said the kindergarten boy.  "Really? How do  you know?" 
the teacher asked.   "You know - Our  Father, who does art in Heaven...  "   

 

 

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson 
was about.. The  daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt."  
Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed.   Later in the day, the pastor 
stopped by for tea and the Mom asked him what that morning's Sunday 
school lesson was about. He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming."  

mailto:ysmenapentelow@talkatlk.net
http://www.taize.fr/
http://www.gotaize.org.uk/
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Haiti - one year on  
As 12 January marked the first  
anniversary of the devastating 
earthquake that struck Haiti, Mission 
Aviation Fellowship is still hard at 
work, providing vital air  
transportation to help fight cholera, 
enable relief efforts and aid in the 

rebuilding of the crippled nation. 
óThis has been a year of tragedy for Haiti, and MAF has been there from the  
beginning, standing alongside the Haitian people and doing all we can to improve the 
situation of the suffering,ô said John Boyd, President and CEO of MAF in the USA.  
Although the number of Haitians responding to the Gospel has declined since the 
days immediately following the earthquake, the country remains open to the Gospel 
message as people are still searching for answers.  
óThe widespread openness to the Gospel really peaked about a month after the  
earthquake,ô said David Carwell, our Country Director in Haiti. óPeople were turning to 
the Lord everywhere. Even Mardi Gras parties were curtailed in 2010. But after that 
initial surge of relief aid tapered off, things slowly went back to the way they were. I 
believe weôre going to see another surge of people turning to the Lord again this 
January.ô  
In January, evangelistic efforts were increased. The Billy Graham Evangelistic  
Association, in conjunction with 500 Haitian churches, hosted a rally with Franklin 
Graham in Haitiôs national soccer stadium, the countryôs largest outdoor seating  
facility. óHaiti for Christô held a rally on the anniversary of the earthquake in front of the 
national palace that was demolished by the natural disaster.  
óIt has been encouraging to see so many churches working together to prepare for 
these events,ô David continued. óI think thereôs genuine fruit that has already come 
from the efforts some of these organisations have made here ï and much more will be 
made in the future.ô  
However, there are challenging spiritual and physical obstacles to overcome in a  
nation entrenched in voodoo. Many Haitians who ascribe to voodoo believe that the 
cholera endemic which hit last year is an attack against them.  
óWith the stronghold of fear and evil, there has been a lot of confusion about what 
cholera is. For those who arenôt believers or arenôt very educated, cholera seems so 
mysterious to them,ô explains David. MAF, which has helped stem the spread of  
cholera through transportation of critical supplies and medical personnel, continues to 
play a strategic role in the rebuilding efforts in Haiti as the demand for air service has 
increased dramatically over the past year.  
óMAFôs part in all of this continues to rise,ô David said. óWeôre booked up. But we have 
more capacity than before. The needs for aviation are greater today than Iôve ever 
seen them. I donôt see our role diminishing anytime soon.ô 
MAF has been operating in Haiti since 1986 and has a fleet of four aircraft to help 
meet the increasing needs of this nation. 
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TOM RYAN 
ROOF & 
GUTTER  

Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

From a gutter that is blocked 
and leaking to annual roof 

maintenance  
 

Tel: 01438  356674 
Mob: 07584 038431  

 

 

Get your roof inspected 
to spot potential 

problems that can be 
addressed and avoid 

failure of roofing 
materials  

Pointing  repaired 
Flashing re sealed 
Broken slates replaced   
Fallen tiles reinstated 
Gutters cleaned 
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DOG FOOD DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR 

 

CSJ is one of the fastest 
growing dog food brands 

since 1998 when 
international sheepdog 

triallist, Ceri Rundle, was 
unable to find an affordable, quality, complete food that 

suited her own dogs. The available premium quality foods 
were too expensive and the cheaper ones a case of false 

economy with the resultant sloppy stools and /or thin, 
hungry dogs.  With the help of vets, herbalist and the UKôs leading 

nutritionist, Ceri devised a unique range of natural canine feeds.  CSJ 
Champ is one of the fastest selling dog foods on the market and is now 

available to you in 15kg bags delivered to your door  
at a cost of £12 per bag. (JUST £8 for your first order)  

 

Contact Richard Roethenbaugh on 07768 296636 or Hazel on 01438 369083  

 

We also supply our own free range eggs at just £1.25 for 6 

30% off 
First order 
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        WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP  

March     8th  SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE PARTY AT 8 PM 
Pencil and paper quiz 

16th  INFORMATION AND SERVICES AVAILABLE TO THE 
OVER 50s a talk by Sam Niven, a Community Agent 

23rd  WALKING IN THE SWISS ALPS        
Our holiday to Kandersteg 2009-a slide show by Colin Killick 

30th  WIND AND WATERMILLS 
An illustrated talk by Robin Webb 

April       6th 
 

 COME AND WATCH A VIDEO 

13th  SPRING FLOWERS 
A flower arranging demonstration by Liz Sanders 

We start our meetings on Shrove Tuesday 8th March at 8pm in the Church 
Hall with a PANCAKE PARTY. Everyone is welcome: just turn up, eat as 
many pancakes as you wish and enjoy a pencil-and-paper quiz. The evening 
will cost you £1. 
We normally meet in the Church Hall at 7.45pm on a Wednesday;  
subscriptions are £1 per meeting, which includes a cup of tea or coffee and a 
biscuit. Anyone may come. We can even offer transport although more  
drivers would be welcome.                                                  Rita Killick 
 

SPRING PROGRAMME 

MRDF needs you 

 

Start 2011 with the resolution to get fit, have 
fun and make small miracles possible for 
some of the worldôs poorest communities. 
MRDF is looking for six people to take part in 
the British 10K Run on 10 July 2011.  
 

Itôs the countryôs most popular running event, 
with thousands of people - from celebrities to 
amateur runners - taking part every year. The 
run, which includes historic landmarks such as 
the Houses of Parliament and Tower Bridge 

on its route, is a great way to raise money for MRDFôs work in some of the 
worldôs poorest countries.  
 

To find out more or email us at mrdf@methodistchurch.org.uk.  

 

mailto:mrdf@methodistchurch.org.uk
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METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 

EVANGELISM -  
From: St John's Methodist/URC Church,   
Stafford Circuit  
Some years ago, members at St. John's 
 Methodist/URC church had a vision for  
a Christian bookshop in Stone, Staffs.  
Unfortunately the rent and overheads  
were far too high, so the suggestion was 
made to have a monthly market stall in  
the High Street. This was started in August 2008 with the help of a grant from 
the Stafford Circuit of £1,000 to cover membership of the National Market 
Traders Federation (which gives public liability insurance), balloons, a banner 
and other equipment. St. John's Mission Fund has also given financial  
support.  
Every month around 150 balloons bearing the church's name are given to 
children. At Christmas and Easter they are also given colouring sheets with 
the appropriate story. Some months ladies are given a single flower with a 
text attached. 315 mince pies were given away with serviettes with the Christ-
mas message and a copy of Christmas in Your Pocket in December 2009. 
240 hot cross buns with a serviette carrying an Easter message were given 
away in April 2010. Since the stall began, 31 Bibles and over £4,000 worth of 
Christian books, cards and gifts (provided on sale or return by the Methodist 
Book Centre at Hanley) have been sold.  
There is a team of around 20 willing helpers on the day, and many people 
who are unable to work on the stall help in the preparations. The costs of the 
stall rent are largely covered by members and friends throughout the Circuit 
who kindly give surplus cards which are sold at reasonable prices. Church 
members give mince pies and hot cross buns or £1 towards them, so many 
people support this outreach.  
The main purpose of the stall is being there and being friendly! People come 
and share their stories of illness, bereavement and other concerns. There 
has been a pastoral visit referral, and a teacher who had to teach Bible sto-
ries and who didn't know any was able to buy books. Children's Bibles and 
prayer books are bought for babies' baptisms. Christians from other churches 
and denominations come to chat.  
An unexpected bonus of the stall is the closer friendships that are developing 
as we spend time working together. We have also been strengthened in our 
faith as we have learnt to depend on God to provide the resources we need 
to continue.  
E-mail contact: Circuit administrator Leigh Reade admin@staffmc.org.uk  
Website: www.staffmc.org.uk   
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 aps Legal and Associates 
 

We offer a professional and affordable  
estate planning and will writing service to  
help people and families with the  
following concerns:-  
Professional Wills * Children Trusts  
Protecting their Assets against Care Fees  
Advising on Inheritance Tax Liabilities * Powers of Attorney 
Executor and Probate Service * Spanish wills   
Free home visits and all of our consultations are free  

Phone Now  
01438 313 625 or 07968 581090 for your Estate Planning Specialist  

Email: andrew.robinson@aps-legal.co.uk 

 

J & C PAINTING  

& DECORATING  

 

Also Paving, Turfing & Odd Jobs 

Special Rates for Pensioners, Widows, etc 
 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED  

Ring John on Stevenage 356022 anytime 

mailto:admin@staffmc.org.uk
http://www.staffmc.org.uk/
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 The Uniting Church in Australia has been assured of our concern and 
prayers of the Methodist people in Britain but have no need of our material 
help.   The Sri Lanka Methodist Church is trying to do what it can for the  
estimated 220,000 people displaced by the floods in that country. A grant of 
£17,000 from the World Mission Fund has been sent to help them. 

JAM is a group for secondary school aged people at St Hugh and St John.  
We normally meet monthly at church after the Sunday service, share lunch 
and have an opportunity to talk about our faith and generally socialise. The 
dates for the next few months are:  
13th. Mar. - - 17th. Apr - - 22nd. May - - 12th. Jun - - 17th. Jul 
If you are interested please stay on for the next Sunday meeting and if you 
have any ideas on the sort of things you would want to do I would be grateful 
to here them.                                                                              Bob Whitten 

The number of ethical labels is growing, but  
Fairtrade remains unique. While other 
schemes aim to óprotect the environmentô or 
enable companies to trace their coffeeô,  
Fairtradeôs focus is on helping farmers and  
workers improve the quality of their lives and 
take more control over their futures. Fairtrade 
is the only certification scheme whose purpose  

is to tackle poverty and empower producers in developing countries.  
Fairtrade delivers unique benefits to producers, businesses and  
consumers. 
Our mission: to connect disadvantaged producers and consumers,  
promote fairer trading conditions and empower producers to combat  
poverty, strengthen their position in world markets and take more control 
over their lives. 
HUNGRY FOR JUSTICE  
The group have arranged some FRIDAY coffee mornings on  
11th March  AGE CONCERN STEVENAGE 
20th May CHRISTIAN AID 
15th July ACTION FOR CHILDREN 
30th. Sept.  MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 
4th Nov. MERCY SHIPS 

 

Plans are underway to open YMCA Space Stevenage in the old  
Edward the Confessor building at 1 Town Square,  
Stevenage early 2011       WATCH THIS SPACE! 

People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and  the centre of 
attention.  
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THANK YOU, OLIVE, FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE FOR THE CHURCH 
OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS! 

A Tribute to Olive Rispin, 6
th

 January 1930 to 24
th

 January 2011 
By members of the church family 

 

We at St Hugh and St John would like to thank Olive Rispin for her sterling 
devotion to Church life. 

 

In the early days at St Johnôs Methodist Church Olive was Sunday School 
Superintendent and ran a most successful group much enjoyed by many 
children. When the two churches joined on Easter Sunday 1975, Olive  
became leader of the combined Sunday School, a role she fulfilled for many 
years. Under her leadership the group flourished. 
 

Olive loved flowers and enjoyed arranging them, especially when there was 
a special occasion such as a festival, Christmas, Harvest or a wedding.. 
Then Olive would really go to town with her elaborate displays and ribbons. 
She would spend hours at church sorting her materials and deciding what to 
do before putting things in place. 
 

Olive had a very good singing voice and was a member of the Stevenage 
Ladies Choir. The Choir frequently gave charity concerts in church, always 
organised by Olive, and the Church always benefited from the takings. It was 
a great tribute to Olive that the Choir was able to sing at her funeral whilst 
the coffin was being taken out of Church. (Thank you, Choir, for this  
contribution which was much appreciated by a packed Church). Furthermore 
the Choir has agreed to continue giving concerts in our Church and has  
already made a booking.  

 

She was instrumental in reforming the singing group with Guy and their  
music has been much enjoyed as part of our worship in Church. She was 
also a member of the óExtravaganzaô Singing group which entertained many  
people in the area.  
 

For many years Olive served as Verger at Church weddings and funerals. 
Thank you, Olive for the many roles you played in our day-to-day church life. 
 

If you would like to help in Church in any way, please volunteer. 

NEW  SPRINGBOARD  TUESDAY March 1st 2011  As some of you will be 
aware Springboard has been a Saturday morning Club run on the same lines 
as Holiday Club. We have worship, videos and activities also each child 
keeps a book in which they add the pictures games and puzzles from each 
session. The numbers of children have dropped due to other activities so we 
are going to change the day to the first Tuesday of the month immediately 
after school from 3.30 until 5.30. We will have a snack and drink as the  
children arrive and then proceed with our worship and activities. Come and 
join in the fun. For  further information ring 215091  
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ANGLICAN  NEWS  
 
 

The power of a personal invitation - more than 150,000 people responded  
to Back to Church Sunday since the first Back to Church Sunday in 2004. 
Enough to fill Wembley Stadium and the Emirates put together.  

 

Church Schools  - 200 Years of Education for all. 
The one million pupils who attend C of E schools will play their part in this  
years celebrations to mark the founding of the Church of Englandôs National  
Society in 1811 offering education to the poor in every parish, 50 years  
before the state joined in. 

 

You are invited to attend a Free Church Service in The Lady Chapel 
on:  
Wednesday 2

nd. 
March 2011 at 11a.m. 

Preacher: The Reverend Matthew Cooper 
Minister at Kings Langley Baptist Church.  
At Noon join a Fellowship Lunch in the Abbey 
Café..       
Also on 
Wednesday 6

th.
 April

 
  2011 at 11a.m. 

Preacher: The Reverend Fr. Brian Reynolds, 
Catholic Priest,  St Thomas More Wheathampstead  
and Catholic Ecumenical Chaplain at St Albans Cathedral, 

DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS 
The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Hertford is seeking a full-time  

Personal Assistant/Researcher to support and resource his ministry 

 

The postholder will be based at the Bishopôs office in Knebworth, Herts 
The successful candidate will provide administrative and secretarial support 
for the Bishop, and will also undertake general research to equip him for his 
public ministry both written and spoken. She or he will be efficient, organised, 
confidential and discreet and able to work independently in a quiet office 
Starting salary £20,535 

 

For further details please email bishophertford@stalbans.anglican.org  
Or write to: The Bishop of Hertford, Bishopswood, 3 Stobarts Close,  
Knebworth, Herts SG3 6ND 
 

Potential candidates are welcome to telephone the present postholder, 
Mrs Pip Austin, for informal conversation about the post if they so wish 
01438 817260   
Closing date: 18 March 2011      Interviews: 8 April 2011 
Appointment to this position is subject to satisfactory enhanced disclosure 
via the Criminal Records Bureau 
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Diary Dates  
For more detail see the weekly notice sheets 

April 2011 

Sunday 3rd 8.45 am. 
10 am. 

Holy Communion 
Family Service - Mothering Sunday 

Tuesday 5th 3.30 - 5.30 NEW SPRINGBOARD 

Sunday 10th 8.45 am. 
10 am. 

Holy Communion Rev. R Byass 
Morning worship and AGM 

Sunday 17th 
PALM SUNDAY 

8.45am  
10am 

 

Holy Communion 
Family Communion Methodist 

Tuesday 19th - 
Thursday 21st 

10-11.59am. HOLIDAY CLUB 

Thursday 21st. 
Maundy Thursday 

7.30pm. Passover Meal with Sacrament 

Friday 22nd 
GOOD FRIDAY 

2pm. óAn Hour at the Crossô 

Sunday 24th 
EASTER DAY 

8.45am  
10am  

 

Holy Communion 
Family Communion - Anglican 

                          OLIVE BROWN ï 90
th

 BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
 

On Sunday 6
th
 February Olive Brown celebrated her 90

th
 birthday. We all 

helped her celebrate by singing Happy Birthday in Church, and many stayed 
on to enjoy light refreshments in the Hall ï an opportunity for further  
celebration. 
Olive has been a stalwart in the Church since its early beginnings in the  
garages in Pankhurst Crescent. Whilst her husband Frank organised the 
making of our church pews and was Churchwarden, Olive was there in the 
background helping wherever help was needed. At any ñdoò she would  
always be organising the refreshments or caring for little children so their 
mums could work.  
For many years Olive ran the Wednesday Evening Fellowship and we would 
be invited to her home to feast on her homemade cakes. Olive is still able to 
come to the Wednesday Evening Fellowship and enjoy the activities,  
including our evening of readings and carols and the Christmas lunch.  
So thank you, Olive, for all you have done for us over many years! 
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NOTES AND NEWS OF THE FAMILY 

We  send our loving prayers and good wishes to all who are, or 
have recently been unwell, at home or in hospital including,  

SHIELA ARCHBOLD     
SUE COPLAND        DENISE ATKINSON    

LAUREN AND PAUL MOGGRIDGE    
 

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers: Mercifully 
accept our prayers, and grant to your servants. the help of your power, that 

their sickness may be turned into health, and our  
sorrow into joy;  Amen 

. 
  We welcomed into this Church by Baptism:  
On February 6th. MARIA ISABELLE ARNOLD 

 

 

  We also send our love and sympathy to all who have recently been 
bereaved, especially the family and friends of :- 

 

                     OLIVE RISPIN       WINIFRED BARRETT 
                      JOYCE SMITH     and     NICK SODEN 

 

 Whose funerals have taken place recently. 
Lord Jesus, you know the darkness of our grief;  the pain and 

emptiness that fills our hearts, as we grieve the passing of those we love. 
We thank you for the gifts we have received through them.  Amen 

The deadline for items for the next edition of this magazine will be   
SUNDAY 3RD. APRIL. Please send your copy either by email to:  

margaretnoble@ntlworld.com or phone to Margaret on 01438 215091   

 

THE NEXT EDITION OF THE PARISH MAGAZINE  
WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM SUNDAY 24TH.APRIL 

 

Congratulations to JOAN  and DEREK HILLMAN who will be celebrating 
their  

DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY  
On MARCH 3rd. 

 

Congratulations to the following couples who have recently celebrated their 
GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

COLIN and RITA KILLICK 
PAT and BRIAN WALKLING 

MARIANNE and DAVID WEST 
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Diary Dates  
For more detail see the weekly notice sheets 

March 2011 

Friday 4th. WOMENS 
see 

 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
Marianne West  for details 

Saturday 5th 2pm. -4pm. The last NEARLY NEW SALE for 
the foreseeable future. 

Sunday 6th. 8.45am 
10.00am. 

Holy Communion Rev. R Byass 
Family Service with Baptism 

Tuesday 8th. 
Shrove Tuesday 

8pm. Wednesday Evening Fellowship 
Pancake Party 

Wednesday 9th.  Ash Wednesday Service 

Sunday 13th. 8.45 am. 
10 am. 

Holy Communion 
Family Communion Methodist 

Sunday 20th.  
 

8.45 am. 
10 am. 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship led by   
Mr David White 

Sunday 27th. 
 

8.45am  
10am 

Holy Communion  
Family Communion Anglican 

 

 

Property Group Report March ï April 2011. 

 

The last two meetings of the Property Group have been largely taken up  
discussing the changes required to prepare the ground for starting work on 
the extension. New cupboards have been fitted in the Hall and the old ones 
moved into the balcony. Most people now know where their items for use at 
church can be stored under the new scheme. 

 

One of our video projectors has been mounted on the ceiling of the hall,  
protected by a safety chain, and the necessary wiring installed so that it is 
ready for immediate use. In addition the church has acquired two large 
speakers and a mixer-amplifier from Launchpad, and it is hoped that these 
can be installed in the gallery with temporary mounts so that they can be 
used in our services. 
 

The heater by the sidesmenôs table has been moved across to replace the 
broken heater outside the Chapel and we are looking for new gas heaters, 
suitable for a wall with no outside access, to replace it. In the meantime we 
are using two temporary Calor Gas heaters to keep us warm. 

 

Later this year we are due to have a quinquenniel inspection.       Colin Killick                                
             


