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EDITORIAL MESSAGE  
All items sent in are considered for publication in the magazine, although  they may not always 

represent the views of the whole Church.  We are grateful for the financial support of our 
advertisers, however we cannot necessarily endorse all the services offered  

                                                                                                                                                 Junior Church News ~ Greta Gardiner  
 
On the 13th February 2011, the Junior Church óPenny 
trailô took place after the morning worship service, Ã36 
was raised for the building fund. Thank you to all who 

supported this 
event. 
 
Junior Church 
members got 
involved on 
Mothers day, 
making  
bookmarks and 
preparing and 
offering flowers 
as gifts for  
Mothering  
Sunday, Thanks 
again to all who 
helped. 
 

At present Kate Woods is busy preparing for our next fundraiser, which is for 
Homestart. On 10

th
 April 2011 Junior Church will be making shredded wheat 

nests, crispy cakes and biscuits in the shape of the cross. These will be on 
sale after church and we will also be holding a childrenôs tombola after 
church.  More news will follow in the next Edition. 
 
Greta for the Leaders and Helpers of Junior Church 

The  minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was  going to ask the 
congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for  
repairs to the church building. The regular organist was sick and a substitute 
had been brought in at the last minute. He wanted to know what to play. 
"Here's a copy of the service, but, you'll have to think of something to play  
after I make the  announcement about the financesò. During the service,  the 
minister paused and said, "Brothers and Sisters,  we are in great difficulty; 
the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need £4,000 
more.  Any of you who can pledge £100 or more, please stand  up"  
At that moment, the substitute organist  played "The National Anthem."  
And that is how  the substitute became the regular organist!  
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Building Extension  
Although we had been hoping for a start date early in the New Year, the  
delay worked to our advantage as within a couple of days of the actual start 
at the end of February, the weather improved dramatically, and the damage 
to grass at the side of the church has been minimised.   

At the time of writing (April 3
rd

) all the walls 
for the toilet extension are up, the breeze 
block partitions are built and the roof lights 
have arrived so that Bernie and his crew 
can start building the roof. 
Cupboards in the old back room  
disappeared quite quickly,  followed by the 
wall between that room and the gents  
toilet.  The ladies is now unisex!  Old  
windows have been bricked up and a very 

large hole has been made in the back wall where new doors and windows will 
be fitted.  (Donôt panic, there is a wooden shutter in place to keep the building 
secure.) 
Bernie (also known as Ben) the builder and his crew are a really friendly and 
helpful bunch of men and we feel very confident in what they are doing.  
Although the impact on general church life 
has been minimal so far there will  
inevitably be a few days when they break 
through the wall into the entrance hall (any 
suggestions what we will do with the notice 
boards?) and we will suffer some  
disruption.  I have every confidence 
though, that any groups  affected will take 
this in good part knowing that the  
improvements will be worth it.    
Based on the original timescale estimates, 
I am hopeful that the work will be finished by the end of June.    

                                Ruth Jermy 

 

 
Editors note,  
I think we all thank Ruth and Peter for all 
the extra work they have done to facilitate 
the building work. They spent many 
happy? hours emptying and rearranging 
cupboards, taking trailer loads to the dump, 
being there when workmen needed to be in 
etc. Many thanks to you both from us all.  
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Amazing!  
Fantastic!  
Awesome!  
Incredible!  

 

This year has seen 5 churches hosting this event 
and some 1000 school children and other user groups hearing the good 
news of Easter. It has been a truly inspirational experience. We had such a 
strong, passionate team here at St Hugh and St John, who delivered the 

message of HIS story to 4 schools and 
2 clubs (about 270 young people and 
their supporting adults). I would like to 
say a huge THANK YOU to all those on 
team but especially to Ruth Jermy as 
she ended up  leading most of it.  
HIS-story enabled 
the children to  
experience the 
Easter story 
through the  

characters of Judas, Peter, Pilate and Mary  
Magdalene. The feedback we got from children and 
adults was all positive and so encouraging that this is 

worth doing. óLetting goô, 
ódenialô, betrayalô, óchoicesô, 
reflecting on who we have to 
turn to: all as óreal and  
relevantô today as in Jesusô time. The schools work 
was amazing. 
The fantastic 

part of all this for me was that the 
theme Launchpad had been  
following was the story of Easter and 
looking at where this comes in the 
Bible. We used a pack of cards to  

demonstrate 
key parts of 
the Bible!!!  

 

Let me show 
you: 

IS story é

éour journey!

1-One true God 

2-Two halves of the Bible 

3-Trinity:Father, Son, Holy Spirit 

4-Gospels:Matthew/Mark/Luke/John 

5-Five wise young women 

6-God created the world in 6 days 

7-God rested on the 7th day 

8-Eight people saved in flood 

9- 10 healed, 9 didnôt say thank you 

10-Commandments 

Jack-The Devil 

Queen-Mary, mother of Jesus 

King-One true King in heaven  



Page  22 

ST HUGH & ST JOHN CHELLS  PARISH MAGAZINE   WHO'S WHO at St Hugh & St John 

Vicar: Rev Duncan Campbell  
shsj@nildram.com  

 
4 Mobbsbury Way....... 

 

354 307 

Churchwardens    

Ruth Jermyééééééé........ 257 Chells Way éé... 361 799 

Geoff Clark 66 Dryden Crescent 226370 

Stewards    

Terry Coplandéééééé...é. 26 Beane Avenueéé. 350 662 

Sunil Jayewardeneééééé... 81 Siddons Roadéé. 357 650 

Church Office   -   open  Saturday 10am - 11 am 
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc.              748 814   

JCC Secretary  éééééééé. Cathy Smith ................ 222 515 

Treasurer ééééééééé..... Hazel Roethenbaugh ... 369 083 

Vice Treasurer.....................ééé.... Peter Jermy 362 560 

Gift Aid Secretaryééééééé..é Peter Jermy éé......... 361 799 

Organist/Church Music.......................  David Nobleééé...... 215 091 

Junior Church..........................éé.... Greta Gardiner éé.... 226 703 

Scouts, Cubs..............................é... Peter and Ruth Jermy ..... 361 799 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows é...... Helen Priest ................                229 447                                                                                                                                                 

18th. Brownies .......................... Clare Mckinley ............ 07751 593621 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship é... Rita Killickéééé...... 358 679 

House Groups ééééééé.... Rev Duncan Campbell. 354 307 

Church Flowers ééééééé... Ruth Jermyééé........ 361799 

Hall Bookingséééééééé... Ruth Jermy 361799 

Parish Magazine Editorééé.......é Margaret Noble ........... 215091 

Web Site ééééééééé... Media Group ............... 369 083 

Website Addresséééééé.. www.sthughandstjohn.org.uk 
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From the Vicar  
What are your daily priorities? Itôs worth asking yourself. 
Living Godôs Love, the Diocesan initiative has three priorities: 
Going Deeper into God  
That means getting to know God better and one of the best places to begin is 
in prayer . It can be hard to find the time or physical space to pray. At present 
a few people meet for prayer in church on Tuesdays from 7 - 7.20 pm. Itôs 
quiet, informal and there are no expectations of anyone who comes along but 
it is a good opportunity to pray. As weôve seen in recent months, prayer 
changes things. 
The next place to go is the Bible . In this 400th 
anniversary of the King Jamesô Bible and its 
widespread availability to ordinary people, it 
would be wonderful if more church members 
were able to join together to read and understand 
the Bibleôs message for us, today. 
Making new disciples  
In the end itôs the Holy Spirit who changes people 
but we are called to be disciples and disciple 
makers. That means that we seek ways to  
spread the Good News. We are already  

engaged in outreach  through the 
Launch  Pad project - and we can  
often use additional volunteers. It 
might well be good to run an Alpha  
course this autumn but if that is to be  
effective it needs 
prayer and 
thought, now.  
 

Above all that we pray for people we know to respond 
well to our invitation. 
Transforming Communities  
Transformed people, transform communities. As Godôs 
people , we might reflect on which roles God calls us to 
play in the different communities to which we belong 
whether in the neighbourhood , at work  or in our  
leisure  and social activities. As a local church - and the only church in Chells 
and Manor - we have a distinct responsibility to the parish, so look around, 
see the needs and consider how we might meet them. You can do that with 
any community to which you belong. Look, and ask God, is this something for 
me/us to tackle, and if so, how? 
Are these among your priorities? Why not?          Duncan Campbell  
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A plea for help at Rainbows  

 

The St Hugh and St John unit meet on Mondays from 4-5pm and are in  
desperate need of leaders and helpers. If we don't find some new volunteers 
soon, there is a risk that the unit will have to close.  If anyone, male or  
female, over 18 would like to help they need to contact me on 07952 567351 
Thanks.    
Tina Honeysett 
Girlguiding Stevenage Division Commissioner 
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All aspects of carpentry, 
maintenance and odd jobs.  
Flooring, Doors, locks, 
Skirting  
Kitchens, Architraves, 
Decking  

 

Free estimates, fully insured  

 

10 years experience  
Give us a call  

 on  
01462 815131 

or  
   07710 290 163 

R & G 
CARPENTRY 

Thanks to our advertisers whose  
contributions help  toward the cost of 

publishing this Magazine  

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page 

APS Legal Specialist 17 

Austin's  20 

Christopher's Optician 19 

Hair by Tracy 11 

I & B Electricals 11 

J & C Painting & Decorating 17 

Jazzercise        19 

MC Qualified Bookkeeper 17 

Newhaven - Specialist Care 
For  the older person 

16 

R & G Carpentry 21 

Rays of Sunshine 18 

Ross Randall Plumbing & 
Heating 

21 

Richard  Roethenbaugh 
~ Dog food supplier 

18 

Tom Ryan  Roof Maintenance 19 

Anyone wishing to advertise in this 
magazine please contact me at 
margaretnoble@ntlworld.com 
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At a fundraising dinner for a school that serves children with learning  
disabilities, the father of one of the students delivered a speech that would 
never be forgotten by all who attended.. After extolling the school and its 
dedicated staff, he offered a question: 
'When not interfered with by outside influences, everything nature does, is 
done with perfection. Yet my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children 
do. He cannot understand things as other children do. Where is the natural 
order of things in my son?' 
The audience was stilled by the query. The father continued. 'I believe that 
when a child like Shay, who was mentally and physically disabled comes into 
the world, an opportunity to realize true human nature presents itself, and it 
comes in the way other people treat that child.' 
Then he told the following story: 
Shay and I had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew were  
playing baseball. Shay asked, 'Do you think they'll let me play?' I knew that 
most of the boys would not want someone like Shay on their team, but as a 
father I also understood that if my son were allowed to play, it would give him 
a much needed sense of belonging and some confidence to be accepted by 
others in spite of his handicaps. 
I approached one of the boys on the field and asked (not expecting much) if 
Shay could play. The boy looked around for guidance and said, 'We're losing 
by six runs and the game is in the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our 
team and we'll try to put him in to bat in the ninth inning.' 
Shay struggled over to the team's bench and, with a broad smile, put on a 
team shirt. I watched with a small tear in my eye and warmth in my heart. The 
boys saw my joy at my son being accepted. 
In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team scored a few runs but was still 
behind by three. In the top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and 
played in the right field. Even though no hits came his way, he was obviously 
ecstatic just to be in the game and on the field, grinning from ear to ear as I 
waved to him from the stands. 
In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored again. 
Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, the potential winning run was on 
base and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat. 
At this juncture, do they let Shay bat and give away their chance to win the 
game? 
Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all but 
impossible because Shay didn't even know how to hold the bat properly, 
much less connect with the ball. However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, 
the pitcher, recognizing that the other team was putting winning aside for this 
moment in Shay's life, moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so Shay 
could at least make contact. 
The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed. 
                                                                                                 Cont. on page 6 
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The pitcher again took a few steps forward to toss the ball softly towards 
Shay. As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground ball 
right back to the pitcher. The game would now be over. The pitcher picked up 
the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the first baseman.  
Shay would have been out and that would have been the end of the game. 
Instead, the pitcher threw the ball right over the first baseman's head, out of 
reach of all team mates. 
Everyone from the stands and both teams started yelling, 'Shay, run to first! 
Run to first!' Never in his life had Shay ever run that far, but he made it to first 
base. He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled. Everyone 
yelled, 'Run to second, run to second!' 
Catching his breath, Shay awkwardly ran towards second, gleaming and 
struggling to make it to the base. 
By the time Shay rounded towards second base, the right fielder had the ball. 
the smallest guy on their team who now had his first chance to be the hero 
for his team. 
He could have thrown the ball to the second-baseman for the tag, but he  
understood the pitcher's intentions so he, too, intentionally threw the ball high 
and far over the third-baseman's head. 
Shay ran toward third base deliriously as the runners ahead of him circled the 
bases toward home. 
All were screaming, 'Shay, Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay' 
Shay reached third base because the opposing shortstop ran to help him by 
turning him in the direction of third base, and shouted, 'Run to third!  Shay, 
run to third!' 
As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams, and the spectators, were 
on their feet screaming, 'Shay, run home! Run home!' 
Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was cheered as the hero who 
hit the grand slam and won the game for his team. 
'That day', said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, 'the boys 
from both teams helped bring a piece of true love and humanity into this 
world'. 
Shay didn't make it to another summer. He died that winter, having never 
forgotten being the hero and making me so happy, and coming home and 
seeing his Mother tearfully embrace her little hero of the day! 

 

1. Cucumbers contain most of the vitamins you need every day, just one 
cucumber contains Vitamin B1, Vitamin B2, Vitamin B3, Vitamin B5, Vitamin 
B6, Folic Acid, Vitamin C, Calcium, Iron, Magnesium, Phosphorus, Potassium 
and Zinc. 
2. Feeling tired in the afternoon , put down the caffeinated soda and pick up 
a cucumber. Cucumbers are a good source of B Vitamins and Carbohydrates 
that can provide that quick pick-me-up that can last for hours. 
                                                                                 More on bottom of page 7 

Page  19  

ST HUGH & ST JOHN CHELLS  PARISH MAGAZINE   

TOM RYAN 
ROOF & 
GUTTER  

Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL  

 

From a gutter that is blocked 
and leaking to annual roof 

maintenance  
 

Tel: 01438  356674 
Mob: 07584 038431  

 

 

Get your roof inspected 
to spot potential 

problems that can be 
addressed and avoid 

failure of roofing 
materials   

Pointing  repaired 
Flashing re sealed 
Broken slates replaced   
Fallen tiles reinstated 
Gutters cleaned 
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DOG FOOD DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR 

 

CSJ is one of the fastest 
growing dog food brands  

since 1998 when 
international sheepdog 

triallist, Ceri Rundle, was 
unable to find an affordable, quality, complete food that 

suited her own dogs. The available premium quality foods 
were too expensive and the cheaper ones a case of false 

economy with the resultant sloppy stools and /or thin, 
hungry dogs.  With the help of vets, herbalist and the UKôs leading 

nutritionist, Ceri devised a unique range of natural canine feeds.  CSJ 
Champ  is one of the fastest selling dog foods on the market and is now 

available to you in 15kg bags delivered to your door  
at a cost of £12 per bag. (JUST £8 for your first order )  

 

Contact Richard Roethenbaugh on 07768 296636 or Hazel on 01438 369083  

 

We also supply our own free range eggs at just £1.25 for 6  

30% off 
First order 
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        WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP  

May 4th   MALTA on DVD  
an evening organized by David and Margaret Noble  

11th   CRAFT EVENING  
make a clay sweet dish  

18th   ZIMBABWE a talk  
by Jan Addison  

25th   THINGS I LIKE  
by David Noble  

June  1st   CRAFT EVENING  
painting the clay containers you made earlier  

8th   DUNTON COMMUNITY GARDEN  
a talk by Jennie Pate garden produce for sale  

15th   THE WORK OF A CHURCH WARDEN  
a talk by Ruth Jermy 

22nd   A TALK BY RICHARD BYASS  
Richard is our local Methodist Minister 

29th   COME AND PLAY BEETLE   

Shrove Tuesday evening was our Pancake Party, when 43 people attended. 
Margaret Noble battled away in the kitchen making pancakes ï thank you, 
Margaret! ï whilst folks in the hall put their waiting time to good use,  
stimulating their grey matter with a quiz. A good time was had by all. Two 
slide shows in the following weeks proved very entertaining. 
If you do not normally attend but something in our Summer programme  
appeals to you then just turn up:  

Meetings are held in the Church Hall at 7.45pm on Wednesdays.  
Subscriptions are £1 per meeting. This includes a cup of tea or coffee and a 
biscuit. Anyone may come, just turn up. We can even offer transport.         
Rita Killick  

3. Tired of your bathroom mirror fogging up after a shower?  Try rubbing 
a cucumber slice along the mirror, it will eliminate the fog and provide a 
soothing, spa-like fragrance. 
4. Looking for a fast and easy way to remove cellulite before going to the 
pool? Try rubbing a slice or two of cucumbers along your problem area for a 
few minutes, the phytochemicals in the cucumber cause the collagen in your 
skin to tighten, firming up the outer layer and reducing the visibility of cellulite. 
Works great on wrinkles too!!!                                   Cont. Next edition  
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METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 
EVANGELISM - Hope Theatre Cafe. 
From: Christchurch URC/Methodist Church, Cardiff. 
Hope Theatre Cafe is a great, welcoming venue in Cardiff where you can see 
a Christian performer, theatre company, singer, musician or mime artist. A 
special evening out at the theatre and a fresh expression of church! 
Anne Middleton and husband Revd Darren Middleton of the Hope Theatre 
Cafe believe that the arts have a way of transcending barriers. They see the 
Cafe very much as a place where people can bring friends and family  
because it is 'neutral' territory'. One audience member said, ironically, 'you 
wouldn't get me in a church'! 
Upcoming performances include the Lantern Theatre Company performing 
The Hiding Place in June and gospel Illusionist, Steve Price, appearing in 
July. All performers share their message of hope in Jesus, through their own 
art form. 
The winning formula is for the audience to be seated around small tables and 
treated to free tea, coffee and home made cakes. The cafe opens at 7pm and 
the performance starts at 7.30pm. Afterwards prayer and an opportunity to 
chat is sometimes offered and a few people who have been to performances 
have since been to church. 
Anne and Darren are encouraged that the Hope Theatre Cafe team has  
committed help from volunteers, especially as it is likely that they will move 
on within the next two years. Their hope is that, now established, the theatre 
cafe will continue its successful run for years to come. 
E-mail contact: Anne Middleton anne.middleton@live.co.uk 
Website: www.freshexpressions.org.uk/stories/hopetheatrecafe 
LEARNING AND CARING - Church leaders pray for victims of cuts in public 
spending.          From: The Leeds District 
Leeds City Council has to make savings of £150m, meaning that one in six 
employees risk losing their jobs. Cuts like these are being made across the 
country and the most vulnerable in society will, inevitably, suffer most as vital 
services are axed due to cuts in grants to voluntary sectors.  
Being concerned about the impact of the cuts, the Revd Dr Liz Smith, Chair 
of the Leeds District, joined with the other Church Leaders in West Yorkshire 
for a specially written service at St Anne's Catholic Cathedral to pray for the 
most vulnerable in society. Before the service, three of the church leaders, 
the Revd Dr Liz Smith, Rt Revd John Packer, Bishop of Ripon and Leeds and 
the Revd Mgr Michael McQuinn, Vicar General of the Catholic Diocese of 
Leeds, presented a copy of the prayer to Tom Riordan, Chief Executive of 
Leeds City Council. 
Regional church leaders from ten major Christian denominations were  
present at the service and prayed that 'we may hear the cries of those  
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 aps Legal and Associates  
 

We offer a professional and affordable  
estate planning and will writing service to  
help people and families with the  
following concerns: -  
Professional Wills * Children Trusts  
Protecting their Assets against Care Fees  
Advising on Inheritance Tax Liabilities * Powers of Attorney  
Executor and Probate Service * Spanish wills   
Free home visits and all of our consultations are free  

Phone Now  
01438 313 625 or 07968 581090 for your Estate Planning Specialist  

Email: andrew.robinson@aps -legal.co.uk  

 

J & C PAINTING  

& DECORATING  

 

Also Paving, Turfing & Odd Jobs 

Special Rates for Pensioners, Widows, etc 
 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED  

Ring John on Stevenage 356022 anytime 
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A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, 
trying not to be late for Bible class. As she ran she prayed, 'Dear Lord, please 
don't let me be late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!' While she was 
running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty 
and tearing her dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and started running 
again! As she ran she once again began to pray, 'Dear Lord, please don't let 
me be late...But please don't shove me either!' 
 

Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers. The first boy 
says, 'My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, 
they give him £50.' 
The second boy says, 'That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on 
piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him £100.' 
The third boy says, 'I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a 
piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the 
money!' 
 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus 
with them to Jerusalem. A small child replied, 'They couldn't get a baby-sitter.' 
 

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her 
five and six year olds. After explaining the commandment to 'Honour thy  
father and thy mother,' she asked, 'Is there a commandment that teaches us 
how to treat our brothers and sisters?' Without missing a beat, one little boy 
answered, 'Thou shalt not kill.' 
 

At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including 
human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him 
how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. Later in the week his mother 
noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and she said, 'Johnny, what is 
the matter?' Little Johnny responded, 'I have pain in my side. I think I'm going 
to have a wife.' 

deprived of worké know the anger and the angst of people who feel pushed 
to the margins by those with wealth and powerô. The prayer can be found on 
the West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council (WYEC) website. 
Speaking on behalf of the organisers, WYEC, the Revd Dr Clive Barrett said, 
ñThe churches share a concern for the most vulnerable people in our society. 
This prayer is for the people who will lose vital services, people who will lose 
their jobs, and those who have the difficult task of deciding which cuts to 
make. In prayer and practice, the Church leaders are showing we must take 
responsibility for people in greatest need, for these are the people who are 
being hit the hardest.ò  
E-mail contact: Revd Dr Clive Barrett  clivebarrett@wyec.co.uk 
Website: www.wyec.co.uk 

 

Ed. I think we can all share with these thoughts and prayers for our own area. 


