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Easter Holiday Club.

This year we had 55 children
attending Easter Holiday Club.

On the Tuesday we made talcum
powder foot prints on the group
poster to remind us of the walk with
Jesus into Jerusalem. Then during
worship we all waved our palm
branches and made more talcum
powder footprints outside of church

as we walked round the green shouting
favourites A Children of Jerusal emo
storieso as wel |l as other favourites.

was used the next day to back a prayer book and were able to glue prayers
inside. Hot Cross Buns were baked to remind us of Easter and the cross at

‘ Jerusalem. On Wednesday we
remembered the Last Supper Jesus
' had with his disciples and we shared
) a loaf and some juice. Each child
made a small Easter Garden and also
an Easter Card.
Biscuits were baked on Wednesday
and decorated on Thursday. The
Tomb was built on the side table and
+| the children made lots of flowers to be
added to it on Saturday. On
Thursday we thought about how the disciples must have felt when they found
the Tomb empty and how Mary recognised Jesus as soon as He spoke her
name. We coloured pictures of plants growing on the outside of plastic pots
then filled them and added Melon seeds. A foam cross was decorated to
hang at home and a base was made
to hold a night light. Thinking about
the Royal Wedding we made red,
white and blue hats with Union Flags
on the top. At our closing worship on
Thursday we all lit our night lights as
we prayed for the children as they left
Holiday Club and for everyone this
Easter.
Grateful thanks to all the helpers.
Margaret
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At the Easter Holiday Club
we shared the bread and juice as we
remembered the Last Supper
Jesus had with His friends
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remembering when God sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples of Jesus
and the church exploded into life. Christian men and women turned
the known world upside down. The same Holy Spirit is

available to us today, if we will seek him, listen to him, obey him as he
leads us in the way of Jesus Christ. We
shall certainly need all the gifts which
the Spirit gives us in the work we called
to do, here in Chells and further afield.
The churches of St Albans Diocese
have been asked to prepare a Mission
Action Plan (MAP), so that our
actions fit with our vision.

Our vision is that: the communities of
which we are a part will be centred on
Jesus Christ filled with love, joy and
hope, living life to the full with God as
our King.

This is completely compatible with the
three priorities of Living
Communities; Making New Disciples.

The MAP process is clear, and simple and | hope will involve many

church members. At all stageswepraysi nce we want to |
mission, in the Name of Jesus Christ and the power of the Spirit.

There are four stages: Look, See, Plan, Do. The looking stage is

crucial, we take a long hard look at our community and our church.

We gather stories and information. We look at the values they imply.
Inseeingwe particularly seek Godoés vVvisi
community and set priorities, for the next year, and the next five years.

In planning we take each goal and decide what actions are needed

for it to happen. Finally we do. We take action, check what effects the

actions have and when goals are reached we celebrate.

This is not about doing more but making sure that what we do is in line
with Godoés Mission, here in Chells
In the next few months, expect to hear more about Mission Action

Planning and your opportunity to take part. Meanwhile, please pray.

Duncan Campbell

Godods Lo
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Junior Church News 1 Greta Gardiner

Baptisms & First Communion

From early March six members of the Junior Church
have been attending communion classes Melanie and
Mehitabel Mensah, Lauren and Adam Hengeveld,
Theo Weekes and Hannah West . Congratulations to all of them who will
be admitted to their first communion in a special service on Sunday 12"
June 2011, Melanie and Mehitabel Mensah will also be baptised during that
service. Theo Weekes was also baptised on 1st May 2011.

New Leaders

Congratulations to Kara Wright & Roxi Manger who are now new

leaders for the Bubbles group (ages 3-4) and Tomi Ashaye who is a leader
in the Splash Group (ages 5-7).

Substance

This is a new Bible study group for 16-20 year olds. The group will be run
by Matt Harvey, Bob Whitten and Kate Woods.

Meetings take place during morning Worship, every 2™ and 4" Sunday of
the month in the Church Office. All welcome. Please speak to

Matt Harvey for further details.

Presentation Day

On the 17" July 2011 Junior Church will be havingthei Pr esent at i on
Day0 this will also be the Il ast Junior
summer holidays. All children and young people of Junior Church will be
presented with their Attendance certificates.

Activity packs for children have been prepared for use in Sunday

Services if required during the summer break and toddler bags are also
available. Please ask a sides person for a pack or bag if you would like one
during the summer services.

Junior Church Party
Junior Churchr et ur ns
Sunday, 11" September 2011.

after the sumrRar olyrdbe ak

On Saturday 21st May the Network Craft Day  was held at Bedford and we
all enjoyed a day of creativity and fellowship. The next Craft Day will be held
on Oct. 29th. More details nearer the date.

On Thursday May 26th. The Network District Day  was held at High Street,
we had worship and listened to Nicola Vidamour who is how a minister in the
East End. She spoke about how she came to learn Russian and over the
years how it affected her life and faith. The details of her life in Russia were
interesting and she played her balalaika for us. In the afternoon she had
several icons with some comments and questions for us to answer and
discuss. Tea and coffee was plentiful throughout the day and the fellowship

was enjoyed by us all. Margaret Noble
Page 23
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Vicar: Rev Duncan Campbell Ladies Day - A special day - Just for you at Mulberry House

shsj@nildram.com 4 Mobbsbury Way....... 354307 An opportunity to lay aside responsibilities for a few hours, to focus on God,
to worship and receive from Him. The peaceful setting, prayerful atmosphere
Churchwardens and delicious lunch all contribute to the day. Most importantly, each of our
h Jermveéeess o6 hel | . speakers passionately believe and trust
Rut Jermyeeeee 7. Chells Way 3@1€99 . lives, to bring hope and healing through Jesus and to equip us with the power
Geoff Clark 66 Dryden Crescent 226370 of His Holy Spirit. Each speaker has a unique and infectious way of sharing
what God has shown them. There is always an opportunity for prayer ministry
Stewards during the day.
L . . . July 21st 6Just as | ambé with Becky Hze
Terry Coplandéé@é&éedBeané&. Avenu a5662 Sept 15th 6Hiding from Loved with Lin
Sunil Jayewardemdé&éé@@ons RoaB5E50 October 20th OWhoartg el ti etsheatF rtihlel sHeart o
Calver.
Church Office - open Saturday 10am - 11 am November 17th. 6Living the Exchange Lif
For enquiries re Baptism, Wedding enquiries or for Hall bookings etc. 748814 December 15th. o6The Heart of Christmas:
Williamson.
JCC Secretary € € € € é € é é . Cathy Smith ................ 222515 £19.50 (unless otherwise stated) including coffee on arrival and lunch with
Treasureré é é é é é é é é . . Hazel Roethenbaugh ... 369083 tea or coffee - 10.00am. - 3.00pm.

Vice Treasurer. .. .Peterdermy. .. .. ... .. 362868 . . . .

Pre-school Praise
Gift Aid SecretaryRetéééélerdmy é é .361799.

We meet weekly on a Wednesday from around 9.15-11.15. We have a lovely

Organist/Church MusiC............cccc...... David Nobl eééé .215091 . . group of mums (and childminders, oh and a nanny!) who come to the group.
_ _ o The group is tailored around who comes, so at the moment we mostly just
Junior Church..... Gr.et.a. Gar.di ner. 22@03¢e¢e... .. have a stay and play, with snack and chat! All of the children are quite young

so we aren't doing many crafts or activities or stories, as they are much more
interested in playing. As they get older, or we get older children, we will get
back into have a bible story and activities every week.
We were lucky enoughtoreceivea cheque for A100 from
18th. Brownies .........ccccovcveeeeenne Clare Mckinley ............ 07751 593621 tre, so we are going to buy ourselves some new toys and equipment, to use

_ , _ ., L, in our nice new room! We are running every week throughout the school holi-
Wednesday Evening Reltlaowkhi g iéc k é é 888679 . days and of course there is no charge!

Scouts, Cubs. ... .. Peter and Ruth Jermy ..... . . . . 361799. . . . é.

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows € . . . Helen Priest ................ 229447

House Groups é é é é é é é . . .Rev Duncan Campbell. 354307 We always look forward to having some new friends to play with so hope you
can join us! Kate Woods
ChurchFlowersé ¢ ¢ € ¢ éé. . Rut h Jer myé éé. .361799 . S i i ) i i
Life isn't fair, but it's still good.- When in doubt, just take the next small step.
Hall Bookingsé é é é é é é é . . Ruth Jermy 361799 Life is too short to waste time hating anyone.
Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your friends and parents
Parish Magazi ne EdMargaretNoble ........... . . é 215091 will. Stay in touch. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up.
You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.
Web Site éééééé dMédaGroup............. 369083 Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone.

Website Addr es s évévésthagaandstohn.org.uk It's OK to get angry with God. He can take it.
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Mulberry House, Chelmsford Road, High Ongar, Essex CM5 9NL
Understanding the Bible June 21st - Rev. Andy Twilley

The Bible is an amazing book, containing so many wonderful truths of God
and His plans and purposes for the world. With many different writers, and
a combination of writing styles, it forms a complex work which can all too
easily be mis-understood, mis-interpreted or mis-applied.

This day of seminars will explore the different types of writing the Bible
contains and will provide useful tips to ensure it is handled with integrity
and accuracy.

Connecting beliefs & behaviour: Study of Ephesians

November 29th - Rev. Andy Twilley

It is all too easy for us to separate our beliefs in God from our behaviour as
Christians. As Paul wrote to the believers in Ephesus he sought to correct
this problem by carefully drawing the two back together.

Come and be amazed by how culturally relevant the Bible is, and see the
range of issues the first century writers were challenged by, which equally
apply today.

Models of engaging with the Bible

September 20th - Rev. Andy Twilley

Most people have grown up using a certain traditional model for reading
the bible. Having seen the bible handled in a certain way, that is the model
they have adopted and used over the years.

This day of seminars will look at 8 different ways we can engage with the
Bible and will include opportunity to try them as they are explained.
Whether to help you personally engage with the Bible, or to give you ideas
to use as you lead a small group, you will find these imaginative models
both stimulating and beneficial.

£19.50 Including Refreshments and Lunch - 10am-3.30pm

now to book: 01277 365 398 "
*STOP*PRESS**STOP*PRESS**STOP*PRESS**STOP*PRESS**

|l 6ve been doing the Church Notice
already! Just about getting to grips with all the things | have to remember to
include now, even though there are sometimes still a few glitches.

Shee

A couple of weeks ago | had a complete
down 6. Oh what a panic, I really thou
Our reliance on our technological gadgets is really quite scary!

I can only input what |1 6édm given so pl e
things at Church and also if you want
l'i ke to see something included, | et me

itT space permitting. Sue Hancock
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R & G INDEX OF ADVERTISERS Page
APS Legal Specialist 17
CAR P ENTRY Austin's 20
Christopher's Optician 19
All aspects of carpentry, Extra Help 11
maintenance and odd jobs. _
Flooring, Doors, locks, Hair by Tracy 1
Skirting | & B Electricals 11
Kitcrllens, Architraves, J & C Painting & Decorating 17
Deckin
ES _ 9 _ Jazzercise 11
Free estimates, fully insured MC Qualified Bookkeeper 17
10 ye_ars experience Newhaven - Specialist Care 16
Give us a call For the older person
on
R & G Carpentr 21
01462 815131 penty
or Rays of Sunshine 18
07710 290 163 Ross Randall Plumbing & 21
Heating
Richard Roethenbaugh 18

~ Dog food supplier
Thanks to our advertisers whose
contributions help toward the cost of
publishing this Magazine

Tom Ryan Roof Maintenance 19

If you wish to advertise please contact
me at margaretnoble @ntlworld.com

Ross Randall

for all your plumbing and heating needs

Installation & Maintenance

10 Kestrel Close
Stevenage

01438 244 841
07824 394 126
ross_randall@live.co.uk
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AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SERVINE THE CONMUNITY SINCE 1700

24 HOUR SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS

21 HIGH STREET
STEVENAGE

01438 316623

138 LONDON ROAD
KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austins.co.uk

= VU ) ) e

THE HERTFORDSHIRE
FUNERAL PLAN

CRIMATORIUM & MEMORIAL GARDENS

...remember what
peace there may

be in silence
MENORIAL BROCHURE AVAILABLE
HARWOOD PARK

WATTON ROAD
STEVENAGE

01438 815555

www.crematorianm.co .uk

EXCLUSIVE TO AUSTIN'S

PRE-PAYMENT
FUNERAL PLANS
CUSTOMISED
TO YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

AUSTIN'S » STEVENAGE
01438 316623
AUSTIN'S + KNEBWORTH

01438 812365

www.austins.co.uk

MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS

MARBLE, STONE & CRANITE NEMORIALS
RENOVATIONS & CLEANINE

CHODSE FRON 100+ MEMORIAL DESICAS
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS

AUSTIN'S MEMORIALS
CHURCH STREET
WELWYN

01438 840876
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St HUGH and St.
JOHN
HOME START

PARTY NIGHT
17th SEPTEMBER

Support and friendship
for families

Tlckets can be

bought from

Kate Woods on 07943622557 or
5 Bedwell Park, 01438 367788,

Tickets bought before 31 August -

£8 family- 2 adults + 4 children
£4 individual

Bought after then or on the night
£10 family, £5 individual

Attending are The Pony Zone
Aidan Heritage Magician

Dan Smiths Mobile Disco's
Marie Bowman Hairstyling
Bouncy Castle Hire Stevenage
Same Chandler Face painting

(everything is included in the ticket price)

It 6s Al I Good

We know that in all things God works for
good with those who love Him, those
whom he has called according to his

purpose. - Romans 8:28

God doesndét promise

willbegood. He doesnot

eve

everything will be easy. What He does
promise is that if we are walking in His will,
then everything is going to work out in the

end. I n ot her words,

worry.

God has sai dRelytodis al
Oh God, let me remember that you are in
control, let me remember that you know
best. When | 0m down withlsénfe bf thet@ing¥ that getv h € n
circumstances overwhelm me, remind me
that your plan for my life is better than
anything | can imagine. Amen

Page 5

A POEM

There once was an oyster
whose story | tell,

Who found that some sand had
got into his shell.

It was only a grain, but it gave
him great pain.

For oysters have feelings

although theyore

Now, did he berate the harsh
working of fate

That had brought him to such a
deplorable state?

Did he curse at the government,

cry for election,
And claim that the sea should
have given him protection?

No T he said to himself as he
lay on a shell,

Since | cannot remove it, | shall
try to improve it.

Now the years have rolled
around, as the years always do,
And he came to his ultimate
destiny 1 stew.

And the small grain of sand that

S (

Ha®l bothBrédthimedy e r yt hi ng

Wash beawtiful eirl all richly

aglow.
Now the tale has a moral; for
isndét it grand

w ewhdt@mofster cartdy Rith & 0

morsel of sand?
|l good.

Wh a't coul dndét we

begin

under our skin.

d
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Good Friday Walk 2011

This yeards Good Friday sponsored walk
request of the North Herts. Methodist Circuit, and he and | had walked it
through earlier in the year to prepare the written commentary that goes with
the map given to the walkers. So | knew | could do it!

What | hadndét bargained for was that ttF
whereas Good Friday dawned hot and sunny! The walk started at
Christchurch, the Methodist/United Reformed Church in Hitchin, and was just
over 8 miles in length. The usual crowd of around 100 set out at 1.45pm,
aiming initially for the village of Charlton along local roads. Once past the
house lived in by the inventor of the Bessemer process for smelting iron we left
the road and headed up towards the derelict windmill. My youngest

daughter Heather and her husband Nigel came with me on the walk and made
sure that | drank enough water and had the necessary rests.

The biggest obstacle was the very steep hill up to Great Offley, the one that
you drive up going by road to that village or to Luton on the main road. Once at
the top and after a breather we sat down on the roadside by the tuck-shop
(which always features on these annual walks) with Paul and Roisin Schimmel
who were also on the walk. Then it was on our way again towards and through
the tiny hamlets of Austage End and Sootfield Green, where we saw a number
of Orange Tip butterflies (white with an orange tip on both leading wings) and
the occasional Brimstone (sulphur yellow). Finally we dropped steeply downhill
to re-enter Hitchin by Maydencroft Manor and the Three Moorhens pub i and
no, we didnodét stop!

Orange Tip butterfly Brimstone butterfly

We got back to Christchur ctamnedrefrashout 5
ments to find that Arthur had beaten us by a large margin, arriving back in the

first five. It was worth all the hassle to raise between us around £450 for this

year 6s charities Far mer s o 1 @anythankstoldlet wor
our families and friends who sponsored
exactly how many were on the walk or the total sum raised in sponsorship, but

it is likely to be over £3,000. Colin Killick
Page 6
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ristopher’s
~Upticians

ticians For The Whole Family

RESERVE THE DATE!
NEWVENTURE!

29th. APRIL, 2012
CIRCUIT
CELEBRATION

SERVICE

Excellent Range of Designer Frames| | gpeaker: The Revd. Dr Martyn Atkins
Children's Range and Budget Frames

Eye Examinations (Private & NHS)

Theme: Discipleship

VDU and Industrial Spectacles AT
STEVENACE LEISURE CENTRE
LYTTON WAY

All Types of Contact Lenses STEVENACE

Followsd By
AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS

7A Station Road
Knebworth SG3 6AP
Tel: 01438 816306

4+ Tranaport svsilshle for those who require .
4+ Recfrocshments svsilsble from the venuc.
4+ G355hs & young people’s worship.
4+ Aftcrnoon Worlahops for =il

21 The Glebe BE,ONE OF THE 1200 PEOPLE WORSHIPPING THERE -

Chells Way NEEOR THE WHOLE DAY
COME FOR THE EXPERIENCE
Stevenage SG2 ODL COME FOR THE WORSHIP

QAR ORIGAN Tel: 01438 314538

Orgzniscd by members of 2ll of the Churches in the
North Hertfordshire Circunt

Get your roof inspected
to spot potential
problems that can be
addressed and avoid

failure of roofing
materials
Pointing repaired
Flashing re sealed
Broken slates replaced
Fallen tiles reinstated
Gutters cleaned

aintenance

NO JOB TOO SMALL

1 'From a gutter that is blocked

_and leaking to annual roof
maintenance

Tel: 01438 356674

Mob: 07584 038431
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WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP

JULY 6th THE WORK OF KEECH COTTAGE
OQur | ocal Chil drends Hospice
13th. SUMMER OUTING

Lunch at Wyevale garden centre Cafe, Codicote

Pallltlll!l l.am“late FIOOl‘III!I Our spring session began with a visit to Malta courtesy of David and
=1z = Mar garet Noble, and we enjoyed Davi dods
T“Ing Ins“rance clalms the things he liked, which were very varied. Jan Addison told us about her
= 5 work amongst the children of Stevenage ¢
Coving Wallpaper Hanging "9 on | ’
o Members also enjoyed two craft evenings, firstly producing pots from clay or
Carpentry GeneralMaintenance dough with some ingenious designs. Then, at a later meeting, after the pots

had dried, our works of art were painted. | particularly liked the dishes that we

FHEE EST'MA‘I’ES & GOMPETITIVE PH“}ES developed around leaves which left impressions of the veins.

We have two meetings in July before closing for the summer holidays:
CALL RAY ON: OUR AUTUMN PROGRAMME begins on Wednesday

1e1: 01438 214178 mon: 07837 487922 tmgg, | _ RnaKEk‘

DOG FOOD DELIVERED TO ‘gF .....................
YOUR DOOR

CSJ is one of the fastest 30% Oﬁ:
i 4 \ growing dog food brands : FirSt Order

since 1998 when
international sheepdog ~ +**terrrrer s EE9
triallist, Ceri Rundle, was
unable to find an affordable, quality, complete food that
suited her own dogs. The available premium quality foods
were too expensive and the cheaper ones a case of false
economy with the resultant sloppy stools and /or thin,
hungry dogs. With the help of vgts,
nutritionist, Ceri devised a unique range of natural canine feeds. CSJ
Champ is one of the fastest selling dog foods on the market and is now
available to you in 15kg bags delivered to your door
at a cost of £12 per bag. (JUST £8 for your first order )

Contact Richard Roethenbaugh on 07768 296636 or Hazel on 01438369083

We also supply our own free range eggs at just £1.25 for 6
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As part of our Methodist celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the King James

Bible and the Biblefresh initiative, Conference 2010 resolved that the Districts would

work collectively to handwrite the Bible during the course of 2011. This will be done

using re-cycled paper, and with encouragement to express maximum creativity, and

cul tural diversity to create a 6Bible of th
Why transcribe the Bible during 2011 T Year of the Bible?

1.1't can provi de eitherindhe chyurah orimarketptade to catch

peoplebs attention and invite them to ponde
power of Scripture, and its central i mport a
l oving ned ghibmu3:616 Al I Scripture is inspi

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone

who belongs to God may be proficlLwengour equip
lives from a place of deep connectedness wi
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
2. It provides opportunities for local churches to connect to the

community , in schools, shopping areas, nursing homes, hospitals, the

market place to show that Christians value the Scriptures and the words of life are

open to all. It could be combined with an event, special service, Flower Festival. It is a
collective activity offered by the whole Christian community. Joining together

with other Christians and Methodists, and

including non-Christians, people of all ages, the elderly and the housebound.

The hand transcription will take place in the Districts, Diaconal Order,

Connexional Team and Methodist Recorder between January and the end of May

2011 (5 months) during the first half of the Methodist Year of the Bible.

At the end of the project, we will bind together the approximate 8000 sheets into at

least 20 hardbound volumes. It is important that some basic guide-lines are in place to

enable this to happen. However, a large part of the value of handwriting the Bible is

the act of writing it, and it is hoped that there will be maximum flexibility to make the

chapters and verses that you write your own, and reflect the character of your

communities.

MRDF - Five days of food for thought

From the 2-6 May MRDF supporters, including

President of Methodist Conference Alison Tomlin took part in Live Below the

Line, stretching A1 as far as possible toao
The event has raised over A5,000 for MF
thought provoking experience for many participants. Al i son Tomlin s
being able to have snacks when | feel |
incredibly obs eMRDE ExecatibedirectorfKiosty 8mith found

that the hardest thing was... O0the | ack
everything so carefully. Thank gdgioodne:c
Friday may seem far away, but it is at least in sight. For 1.4 billion people,

Friday never comes. 0

Wedd | i ke to say aeverysre whohlookgartinhLavenBelow o u  t
the Line for MRDF. For those who missedtheweeki i t 6s not too | ¢
can register to take part any time until the end of June.
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aps Legal and Associates

We offer a professional and affordable
estate planning and will writing service to
help people and families with the
following concerns: -
Professional Wills * Children Trusts
Protecting their Assets against Care Fees
Advising on Inheritance Tax Liabilities * Powers of Attorney
Executor and Probate Service * Spanish wills
Free home visits and all of our consultations are free
Phone Now

01438 313 625 or 07968 581090 for your Estate Planning Specialist

Email: andrew.robinson@aps -legal.co.uk

Professional Will Writing &
Legal Specialist Estate Planning Practitioners

Qualified Bookkeeper for Local Small Businesses
Sole Trader and Limited Company work

Vat Returns, Sales & Purchase Ledger, Cash Book

MC

Bookkeeping

: Manual & Computerised Accounts (including Sage 50)
Services

Competitive and Flexible Rates
Michael Cohen wmice cB.cert

07970 523596 ~ mac1980@sky.com

J & C PAINTING
& DECORATING

Also Paving, Turfing & Odd Jobs
Special Rates for Pensioners, Widows, etc

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Ring John on Stevenag&56022anytime
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Stevenage

Specialist Care
for the Older Person

We believe that we should treat people

as we would wish to be treated.

As part of an established not-for-profit
organisation, we offer friendly and well-trained
staff who provide the security, stimulation and

human warmth that our residents deserve

- in a comfortable, homely environment.

* Residential and Respite Care

+ Competitive fee rates

Newhaven
Drakes Drive, Stevenage SG2 OEY
Tel: 01438 354811

Email ".+_3'W||a\.',L_erx@qx_m".lurmfale co.uk

Q) Quartum

> AT services we provide, please contact us
Tel: 01707 393293 €O, www.quantumcare.co.uk

Cuantum Care Lid, 4 Silver Court, Watchmead, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL7 175
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— Pray for Sudan  On 9 July South Sudan is set to
w become
e __ independent.
Flying for Life Growing tensions in
the north-south

border town of Abyei escalated on 21 May
when northern troops invaded.
The BBC reported widespread looting and
burning. Aid agencies have estimated that
as many as 60,000 have fled the town with
up to 150,000 displaced from the area.
Under the terms of the Peace Agreement signed in 2005, the oil rich region
was granted special status and a joint administration was set up in 2008 to
run the area until a referendum decided its fate.
That vote was due to take place in January, when the south decided to split
from the north, but has now been postponed indefinitely. Abyei is home to
both northern and southern people groups. There are fears that the recent
fighting would destabilise the peace process as the south moves towards
independence on 9 July.
Last week, MAF flew aid workers into Turelai in the nearby vicinity where

* Accredited providers of Specialist Dementia Care

they were working with the displaced
people. Our team was also called to
evacuate Cush4Christ workers due
to the rising insecurity.

On Tuesday, the north and south
agreed to set up a demilitarised
zone along their border to be jointly
patrolled. Details of the area are yet
to be decided.

Join us in praying for a lasting
peace in Abyei and for stability in
the whole of Sudan.

www.maf -uk.org/prayforsudan

Lord, We pray for all people who are
working throughout the world to help
those who are hungry, frightened,
lonely, cold, or far from home.

Give your workers the strength they
need to do your work, with courage,
love, humility and help us to give as
we can to support their commitment
to your love. Amen.
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